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    Newsletter of the  Northern California West Wight Potter Club Jan. / Feb. / Mar. 2009 

The Potter Yachter 
Potter Yachters 2009 Annual Meeting 
by Jerry Kergan 
Photos: Jerry Kergan 

Once again, the Oakland Yacht 
Club generously made their facili-
ties available for the Potter 
Yachters annual meeting, our one 
and only serious business meeting 
of the year . . . Well, maybe not all 
that serious. And as is the long-
standing custom, the meeting was 
preceded with breakfast in the 
OYC dining room with a fair 
measure of social mixing of the 
membership in attendance.  

Speaking of attendance, it appeared that we turned out in greater numbers than the past couple of years. 

Joining us this year was Potter Yachter Webmaster Mike Westfield. Mike was flown in from his Virginia home at Potter 
Yachter expense as some measure of recognition for his 
ongoing service to this organization, and his undying 
dedication to the job in spite of the 3,000 mikes that 
separate us.  

Mike arrived mid-week allowing for a few days of sail-
ing with the likes of Dan Phy, Jim Kirwan, Brad John-

son, Don Pearson, Rich McDevitt, Paul Gabriel,  and others. Lunch at Oak-
land’s Quinn’s Lighthouse and a no-host banquet, held at the Pier 29 Restau-
rant, Ballena Bay, Alameda, allowed members who were not free to sail during 
the day to take part in the celebration of having Mike back amongst us. 

THE MEETING  
Your Offi-
cers changed 
very little. 
Bud Kerner 
has accepted 

the call to fill the shoes of outgoing Commodore Dick 
Herman. All others will continue for another year. For 
a full list of those serving the Potter Yachters, see the 
“Officers Club” listing on Page two. 

(continued page 3: Annual Meeting) 
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Early arrivals Vince & Linda Henley head the queue to order breakfast. 

Gretchen Ricker 
and Carol Barril-

leaux are delighted 
by the Continental  
breakfast option. 
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The Officer’s Club 
Commodore: 

Bud Kerner 
8589 Siegel Street 
Valley Spring, CA 95252 
 Cell: (209) 815-7542 
Commodore@potter-yachters.org                        
P-18 Cats Meow 

Vice Commodore: 
Bruce Hood 
21Regulus Ct 
Alameda, CA 94501 
ViceCommodore@potter-yachters.org                        
P-15 #2229, Eilidh 

P19 Fleet Captain: 
Mike Swartz 
970 Laguna Court 
Hollister CA 95023  
Cell: (831) 801-1788 
swartz@hollinet.com  
P-19,  Burgundy Splash 

P-15 Fleet Captain: 
Don Person 
1651 Rambelwood Way 
Pleasanton, CA. 94566 
P15captain@potter-yachters.org 
P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Pat Brennan 
1305 Webster St. #C205 
Alameda, CA 94501 
(510) 769-1246 
Secretary@potter-yachters.org 
P-15 #621, Eaglet 
 
 

Newsletter Editor: 
Jerry Kergan 
1815-B Wildbrook Ct. 
Concord, CA 94521 
Cell: (925) 497-3033 
jerrykergan@gmail.com 
P-15 #2357, Lazy Ka 

Commodore Emeritus & Education 
Capt. 
Judy Blumhorst 
228 La Pera Circle 
Danville, CA 94526 
(925) 820 0800 
Education@potter-yachters.org 
P-19 #266 Redwing                                       

Webmaster: 
        Mike Westfield 
        Webmaster@potter-yachters.org 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON: 
Sunday March 15 . . . Redwood City to the USS Thompson  

 Dave Kautz, host. 

Saturday March 28 . . . Benicia Day Sail  
 Jim “Goose” Gossman , host. 

surgery last week and won't be quite ready. I hope to make 
the sail out of Benicia the end of the month. 

The Montgomery Cruiser's had a Havasu Pocket Cruiser's 
Sail and Poker Run in Arizona. Several of our Potter 
Yachters trailered down for it. More on this elsewhere in 
the newsletter. 

The Potter Yachter web site now has a sample float plan 
you can download and print. I personally never go on the 
water with out telling someone, most often my wife, my 
float plan. If I am going to be gone for several days I print 
out a float plan that has each port of call on it. I leave a 
copy with two people. If I am staying at a marina I will 
include their number in the float plan. If I think there will 
be no cell phone coverage at an anchorage I indicate that. 
Cell phone coverage along the coast is pretty good, but 
there are dead zones. I was pleasantly surprised when I 
anchored at the Coho anchorage, very desolate, after com-
ing around Point Conception to have a signal, weak but 
good enough to phone home. 

See you on the water. 
Bud 

March 2009: 
Hi everybody, my name is Bud Kerner. I 

have been a P19 sailor for the last nine years, 
and I am your new Potter Yachters Commodore. 

We had a very good turnout for the annual meeting. As 
always, the Oakland Yacht Club did a great job with 
breakfast and providing us with a conference room. Steve 
Potter was named Potter Sailor of the year, good going 
Steve. I want to thank Commodore Dick Herman for the 
outstanding job of leadership the last two years. 

Our event planning session with everyone at the annual 
meeting was very interactive. We moved some sails from 
Sunday to Saturday, so that those folks that still have to 
work would have a day of rest before going back to the 
grind. The output of the session was another great sailing 
calendar. Our first sail is Sunday March 15th  Redwood 
City day sail to USS Thompson, hosted by Dave Kautz. I 
was really looking forward to that sail since I have never 
sailed on the South Bay. However, I had some outpatient 

The Commodore’s Log 
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Pat Brennan presented 
his annual Treasurer’s 
report to the member-
ship. He assures us 
that we are still sol-
vent, in the black, 
and good to go for 
another exciting 
season. In response 
to requests for 
hardcopies of 
Pat’s report, 
some of the slides 
from his presenta-

tion are appended to this 
Article. 

2009 Season Event Calendar 
Under the leadership of our new commodore, Bud Kerner, discussion 
of this year’s calendar took place during the meeting, This little tweak 
of the agenda resulted in considerably much more input from the gen-
eral membership. Several excellent suggestions were incorporated into 
the plan 

Potter Yachter of the Year 
Steve Potter received acknowledgement for his numerous contributions 
to the Potter Yachters. In recent years, Don Person has managed a yeo-
man’s job of putting the accomplishments of Potter Yachter of the Year in to words, but this year 
words seemed to fail to adequately describe the apparent sacrifices that Steve routinely makes for the members of this 

club. From his turtling demo at Woodward, to the rescue at Clipper Cove, and many other 
assistances selflessly given in between, Steve became the recipient by acclimation of your 
board.  

It should be noted that Steve did not receive this award solely for the instances sited 
above. Though they were possibly higher profile than most, they simply illustrate the 
character of a man that has been helping us for many years. 

So all that said, poor Steve was unable 
to receive his award due to issues with 
the manufacturer. This year the award 
was upgraded to a framed Potter Yachter 
Burgee. I can report that the award is 
now safely in hand, and will be con-
veyed to Steve without delay. Thank 
you Steve, for all that you do! 

Annual Meeting: continued from page 1) 

Pat Brennan delivers his annual report 

Lunch at Quinn’s Lighthouse:  

Ron Bell’s back & Dick Herman’s left shoulder, Don 

Person, Pat Brannan, Mile Dave Bacon, and Paul 

Gabriel. 

As a final act as Commodore, Dick Herman calls 

the meeting to order 

Breakfast conversation: Dan Ricker, incoming 

Commodore Bud Kerner, and Kevin Crowder 

Steve Potter at the helm of 
Stars & Bars.  
Photo: Don Pearson 
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Store merchandise is available  from Pat Brennan 
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Annual Meeting: continued from page 1) 

Potters Show the Burgee  
by Dick Herman  
Photos: Dick Herman 

It’s easy to spot a Potter in the midst of winter. They gaze longingly 
out the window as the rain pelts down. They have been known to 
just sit in their intrepid boats and pretend to be attending to some 
small chore. They often check the Potter Forum on TSBB twice a 
day, and they hate weather reports. 

Relief finally came when Sean and Jo Mulligan of the Lake Havasu 
Montgomeries announced the second annual running of the Havasu 
Pocket Cruiser Poker Run on Lake Havasu, Arizona. The word went 
out, “Hey, we’re pocket cruisers!”  Besides, honor demanded some-
one fly the burgee and announce our presence. But it is a long drive 
to Lake Havasu City. So wily Potters were soon calculating financial 
and time tradeoffs. Was it worth the cost of a six hundred mile drive?  Only time and experience would answer that ques-
tion. 

Sean and Jo Mulligan sail a very rare and pristine Montgomery 23 on Lake Havasu behind Parker dam on the Colorado 
River, and live in Lake Havasu City. They know late February offers some great sailing, and the temperatures are in the 
mid seventies, as opposed to the 110+ days of high season when crowds descend on the lake. They had staged the first 
poker run in 2008 to rave reviews and decided to do it again February 20 – 23. The plan called for a fifteen mile sail from 
the Nautical Inn Resort at Lake Havasu City down to the Havasu Springs Resort, with a unique poker run on the way. 
Besides, participants got to sail under the London Bridge. 

Dan Phy in Six and his trusty sidekick, 
Jim Kirwan, were the first to arrive at 
The Nautical Inn on Thursday, closely 
followed by Dick Herman in Muddy 
Duck, and then Eric Zilbert and his son 
David in Rip Tide. Dave and Francesca 
Kautz in Deliza checked in on Friday, 
along with Dan Ricker in Good and 
Plenty with Darrel Heirendt as crew. 
The nine Potter Yachters and their five 
boats were good to go and their spirits 
were high as they joined the other 
twenty skippers and their crews for din-
ner at the Naked Turtle that night. 

Sean welcomed every one and laid out the schedule. After a laid back breakfast Saturday morning, everyone could 
launch at their leisure and sail to Havasu Springs. It was not a race, but along the way the crews had to identify certain 
landmarks, and record said accomplishment with a digital photo. At the end of the run, Sean would check said photos 
and for every correct ID the skipper could draw a card to form a poker hand. High hand would win. Sean emphasized it 
was not a race. Yeah, right. 

Saturday morning dawned bright and clear with a light northerly wind. The weatherman was calling for temperatures in 
the mid seventies and partly cloudy skies. After breakfast at the Naked Turtle, the race, er, Poker Run was on. Most 
chose to take the long way and sailed under London Bridge, which the local Chamber of Commerce guaranteed would 
not fall down. Yeah, right.  

The sail south was a delightful cruise with following winds of five to eight 
(continued page 6: Lake Havasu) 

left to right: Dick Hermam, Darrel Heirendt, Dan Ricker, Dan Phy, Jim Kirwan, Eric 
Zilbert (back,) Dave & Francesca Kautz, David Zilbert. 
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knots. The go-faster boats were 
out kicking up wakes and dis-

turbing the peace as they kicked off the National Water Ski Championship 
races. There is no truth to the rumor that one of the Potters was almost 
arrested by the Coast Guard for wandering through the race course.  

Lake Havasu varies from a third to three-quarters of a mile in width, and 
the shore is dotted with 
campsites, empty at this 
time of year. There are 
lighthouses, three mari-
nas, and some interest-
ing coves and canyons to explore. Muddy Duck poked its 
nose into Copper Canyon and had to back out when a tour boat claimed the 
right of way.  

Most of the fleet arrived together off the pumping station that feeds the aq-
ueduct to Los Ange-
les, which precluded 
the dumping of any 
Porta-Potties. There 

is restraint in numbers. Captain Howie Goldbrandsen in Sweet Thing 
II Guided the fleet into the dock at Havasu Springs where a very 
happy bunch of sailors tied up.  

After an excellent dinner at the Havasu Springs Restaurant, Sean 
and Jo held the poker and door prize drawing with the proper amount 
of libations in full flow. Fuzziness prevents the remembrance of who 
won what, but everyone made it safely to bed with a prize or two. 

Sunday morning dawned bright and clear with the promise of the 
same winds as the day before. The fact that we were going into the wind this time didn’t seem to bother anyone. After a 
convivial breakfast, the twenty-five boats launched.  Now the light air boats claimed the day while the big fellas had to use 
their motors. Amazingly, many of the skippers sailed most of the way, and even the less dedicated sailed about a third of 
the time. At one point, Sean’s boat, Dauntless, was seen disappearing into Steamboat Cove. I am happy to report he didn’t 
have to back out.  

Arrival back at Lake Havasu City 
proved sporting as the Water Ski races 
were in the final heat. A few skippers 
sailed around the event, while a couple 
heaved to observe the festivities.  
Slowly, the micro cruisers docked and 
some pulled out as the event ended. 
But the skippers and crews couldn’t let 
it go and they gathered once more for 
dinner at the Naked Turtle. That’s the 
kind of weekend it was, and everyone 
wanted to thank Sean and Jo for all 
their work and superb organization. 

So was it worth the drive? You bet! 

Lake Havasu: continued from page 5) 
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Gale's story: A Potter Resurection 

by Jim “Goose” Gossman 
Photos: Robert Sampson, Jerry Kergan 

Two years ago I rescued my 1966 P-14 off of 
Craigslist from a doctor who had it sitting in 
his garage with the cabintop hacked off and 
the stem fitting and surrounding foredeck torn 
out.  The rig and sails were trashed, but the 
hull looked sound enough. He didn't know 
what to do with it, and I just "needed " an-
other project to jump into while immersed in a 
giant remodel/addition of our home.  

I had never been on a Potter, but knew they were interesting 
boats . . . and might just be a perfect fit for messing around where I 
live, on the Carquinez Strait in Benicia.  My last boat was a 1936 
Matthews power boat which I totally restored, re-powered, and 
lived aboard for five years; so this boat didn't scare me....but 
$$$,time, and energy were pretty much spoken for already.  

I grew up around boats, and have owned and raced many different 
sailboats and boards as well.   

I got the O.K. from the "boss" that I could shift my efforts to the 
Potter after 4pm for a little "fun" work. Since I had lots of leftover 
boat stuff laying around, I began to synthesize "Gale" (from a mis-
spelling of my wife's name, Gail.) After researching on Trailer 
Sailor Forum whether the hull would plane (it does),  I decided to 
take the 15 hp, electric start Honda, controls, and steering from my 

1962 Glasspar 10' dinghy, and mount it on the newly reinforced, double glassed transom on my P-14. I used 
a hunk of 7-ply marina dock plywood that I was saving for something special. Getting the right height of cutout 
took some trial and error though.  Steering and controls fit right in.   

I sold the Potter's useless old trailer—an ill-fitting bunk had pushed 
through causing a giant hidden leak—and put the boat on the 
Glasspar's modified jet-ski trailer.  (fortunately I had also moved 
the auto-bilge pump into the lazerette, as well as installed foam 
flotation I had found at the beach).   

By mounting the 110lb motor on the centerline, I had to fabricate a 
dual-rudder system.   I used my old wooden rudder bracket, and  
then obtained an almost matching second one from another old 
Potter which had been totaled on a Baja highway (and I bought 
some parts from).  For rudder blades I used the rudder and lee-
board from my old sabot.  My original rudder became my cockpit 
table.  I made a rudder cross bar from an old windsurfer boom, and 
rigged a kick-up system like on a catamaran...with the purchase of pop-up jamb cleats in case of  grounding.   

(continued page 8: Gale) 
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The motor's rack and pinion steering is independent,  but I  do find my-
self trying to use the wheel while sailing, even though the motor is 

tilted out of the water. Bungees on the crossbar allow tillers to raise and stay up, acting as a boomkin, and 
clearing the cockpit.   

The original cabin-top came with the boat, but I decided not to put it back on, as my boat was from the pre-
hatch era like Harry Gordon's. I liked the way it opened up the space, and meant I didn't have to go up on 
deck, so I reinforced it with knees and fiberglass using West Systems epoxy. At the same time I installed a  
teak crossbeam so I could eliminate the compression post....further opening up the space.  Inside I replaced 
the floor frames and sized them for lockers which hinge open to hold two 54qt coolers; one for cold storage, 
one for dry. Both provide some flotation as well.  

At the entry, I built in a semi-circle step/seat/table out of ironwood, and hatch-boards made from very old red-
wood.  I installed the old teak floorboards from "Panache" (obtained from a friend who now owns this famous 
1973 Bill Lee transpac racer).  The scavenged wood used aboard came from an 1870’s farmhouse, my 1941 
house, and a mid 1800's shed I reused.  

I can keep, and actually have room to use, a porta-potty aboard. There are two 5-gal solar showers for water 
and ballast in v-berth lockers. I've have added another thirty pounds of weights forward It for balance.  

For my rig, I started with a carbon windsurfer mast and an old Potter main from Don Person. Unfortunately, 
this rig was too bendy in strong winds, and when the less that suitable turnbuckles from the mast base broke 
at the Cruiser Challenge (2008) . . . I decided to punt.  I now have a Lido 14 rig and sails stepped on a Lido 
tabernacle on the deck. The forestay can be controlled at the mast with a block at the stem fitting. This makes 
raising and lowering the stick a very simple one-man job . . . even underway.  Jib tack also leads back to mast 
for changing sails without going forward.  I'm having a deep reef point sewn in, as at 112 sq. ft. these sails are 
12% oversize.  They look great, and I am excited to get them out this season.  

I installed wing boards on the side decks to allow 8'6' oars and per-
mit hiking out if necessary.   The cockpit coamings on the old boats 
cant inward, making  leaning out uncomfortable. I really enjoy the 
oars, and they reside on the side decks, ready to use in an instant.  

I'll finish the "special" paint-job this spring.   

I’ve rigged a spinnaker I had, but it's huge, so I plan on trading for 
a smaller one. I installed a small AGM battery in front of the center-
board. Removable cabin windows are Velcroed in place.  This al-

lows Ginger the Won-
derdog to look out and doe her wind-in-the –face doggy thing. I 
bought a bimini with stainless frame (splurge!) and without a cabin-
top a tarp makes a nice cozy cabin with standing headroom!  My 
wife has spent two overnights aboard . . . but now wants a hot en-
closed shower . . . so I've got more work to do.    

This project has been a blast! I haven't spent too much, put some 
boat junk to good use, and have a fun boat to hang with fun peo-
ple . . . It still sails like a Potter, moves right through tacks, and  
powers at 8-10kts (probably 12 if unloaded).   

(Gale: continued from page 7) 
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 A Call-Out For Newsletter Content! 
Your newsletter needs your help.  

This March issue is the first of the new year for the want of content. In other words . . . We 
didn’t have sufficient submissions for January and February to justify publication.  This is a situation 

that began late last Summer resulting in the November-December issue that ended the year. 

This news letter is read and enjoyed by Potter enthusiasts from coast to coast. It reflects what the Potter ex-
perience is, and is a wonderful conduit through which to share your perspective on the Potter experience. Any 
and all submissions are welcome. Tell us about that recent solo sail, where you scouted new territory. How 
about your latest mod? Articles don’t have to be long . . . Much can be said in three or four paragraphs. But 
you may find when you set out to write a shot piece, once you get rolling you can’t stop. 

Your Photos Are Needed:  
Don Person presented a slide show of photographs of the 2007 season at the January 2008 general meeting. 
This was repeated again at the 2009 meeting this past January. At a gathering in late November, to review 
photos acquired over the year, Don, Carl Sundholm, and you Editor came to the conclusion that we would like 
to see more contributions to draw from. This is not a call for everyone to sail with a hand on the tiller and a 
camera in the other, like Don and Carl, but rather an encouragement to contribute the pictures that you do 
take to what we hope will become an annual season review. You don’t take picture on the water? How about 
those great people pix taken ashore before and after the sail. 

A non-techie guide: How to send batches of photos 

• Step 1: Take Lots of digital photos! 

• Step 2: Gather the photos that you wish to send into a single folder on your computer. 

• Step 3: Zip the entire folder into a compressed Zip file using a Zip utility like JustZipIt available free at 
http://free-backup.info/justzipit.html  

• Step 4: Send your Zip file to jerrykergan@gmail.com using the free online service, YouSendIt.com (http://
www.yousendit.com/) NOTE: There is a 100 MB limit to your file size when using the free version of 
YouSendIt. 

That’s it. It’s just that easy.  

One last little lesson. Many email servers limit their accounts to 5-10 MB in size. This makes it impossible to 
send very large files as attachments. Know too that you can use the above instructions to send any large files 
or group of files. 

-Ed. 
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Rich McDevitt & Mike Westfield 

Photo: Don Person 

February 20 to 23 (Fri to Mon)  
Havasu Pocket Cruiser’s Sail and Poker Run, AZ. 
            Host: Montgomery Cruisers/Dan Phy 

March 15 (Sun)  
Redwood City Day Sail to USS Thompson.  
            Host: Dave Kautz 

March 28 (Sat)  
Benicia Day Sail. 9th St. launch ramp to mothball 
fleet.  
            Host: “Goose” (aka Jim Gossman) 

April 4 to 5  (Sat & Sun)  
Overnight cruise, Santa Cruz to Moss Landing.  
            Host: Mike Swartz 

April 18 (Sat)  
Oakland Estuary Day Sail. (Sail Show) 
            Host: Katie Taylor 

May 2 to 3 (Sat & Sun)  
Overnight Delta Cruise. 
            Brannon Island State Park to Lundborg Land-
ing. 
            Host: Jerry Barrilleaux 

May 16  (Sat)   
Del Valle Regional Park Day Sail.  
            Host: Kevin Crowder 

May 30 to 31 (Sat & Sun)  
Woodward Annual Campout.  
            Host: Katie Taylor 

June 13 to 14 (Sat & Sun)  
Eagle Lake Annual Campout.  

            Host: Dave White 

July 3 to 5 (Fri to Sun)  
Fourth of July overnighter Mandeville Island, Delta.  
            Host: Don Person 

July 25 to 26  (Sat & Sun) 
Cruiser Challenge IX, Monterey. (TENTATIVE DATE) 
            Host: Race Committee/Dick Herman  

August 8 (Sat)  
Richmond Day Sail to Loch Lomond Yacht Club. 
            Hosts: Vince and Linda Henley; Rich McDevitt   

August 15 to 16 (Sat & Sun)  
Huntington Lake campout with SoCal Potters.  
            Host:  

Sept 7th to 22nd   
Messabout VII: All the Usual Suspects to the San 
Juan Islands. Launch from Bellingham, WA.   
            Host: Dick Herman. 

September 12.  (Sat)  
Delta Day Sail: Buckley Cove, Stockton, to Windmill 
Cove.  
            Host: Bud Kerner 

September 26 to 27  (Sat & Sun) 
Tamales Bay overnighter.  
            Host: Eric Zilbert 

October 10 to 11 (Sat & Sun)  
Overnight cruise Moss Landing to Monterey.  
            Host: Mike Swartz 

October 25 (Sun)  
Richmond Day Sail to Golden Gate.  (Tides and cur-
rents are favorable.) 
            Host:  

November 22 (Sun)  
S.F. Bay Day Sail, Clipper Cove picnic. Launch Grand 
St. Alameda. 
            Host: Dave Bacon 

2009 Sailing & Event Calendar 
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Come kick off the 2009 sailing season with the 
Potter Yachters on March 15th for the 4th annual 
USS Thompson Picnic Sail. Weather and condi-
tions permitting, let’s plan to set sail at about 
10:30 AM from the Redwood City launch ramp. 
Learning from past experience, many of us have 
“found the bottom,” we’ll observe the channel 
out to Mark #3. Here, we will turn due East 
across the Bay for the Thompson. The Thomp-
son should be visible on the horizon from the 
channel  The 15th shows low tide outgoing to the 
Thompson, and we can expect be returning with 
the added help of the incoming in the afternoon. 

Should it be too windy or bumpy for a sail 
across the open Bay to the Thompson, or for 
sailors who would prefer not to go that far, Red-

wood City offers a sailing venue that includes several miles of sheltered water sailing in the Redwood Creek shipping 
channel, the harbor turning 
basin and adjacent sloughs. 
Sailors planning to make the 
trip to the Thompson should 
bring an anchor, a picnic 
lunch and a camera. Folks 
staying close to the harbor can 
convene for lunch at the Wa-
terfront Restaurant at Pete’s 
Harbor.  

Redwood City DAY SAIL  
to USS Thompson 
Host: Dave Kautz 

When: Sunday, March 15th 
10:30 AM Launch Time 
Where: Redwood City Marina. 

Fees: $5.00 Launch fee (bring exact change) 

Meals: Picnic lunch aboard your boat. 
Distance:  Out Redwood City channel from the ramp to the 
Thompson is a bit under 6 miles.  
Phone 
#s:  Host, Dave Kautz . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cell:  650-575-7757 

Tides for Redwood City, Wharf 5 starting with March 15, 2009.  

Day        High      Tide     Height   Sunrise    Moon  Time      % Moon 
              /Low      Time       Feet    Sunset                                    Visible 
Su  15     High   3:29 AM     8.4   7:19 AM     Set  9:28 AM      84 
      15      Low  11:05 AM     0.2   7:16 PM 
      15     High   5:06 PM      5.9 
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Come sail the challenging Carquinez Strait 
from historic Benicia, California’s pre-
Sacramento state capitol, to the Suisun Re-

serve (Mothball) fleet, now home oh the USS 
Iowa (BB-61.) 

tides will be favorable going down to the reserve 
fleet . . . but we may have to motor-sail back. We 
will launch at 10am at  the 9th street ramp (free, 
plenty of parking, adjacent to beach and 
park). The ships are  about 4-5miles from the 
launch, and we'll pass the Benicia waterfront and 
marina.  I think we should bring lunch and raft up 
near the ships.  A few of us did this last year and 
it was great fun.  I can have doughnuts and 
coffee at the launch if people let know me 
who's coming.   Later, Goose cell 916/719-9355 

Directions W. 9th Street Launch 
Ramp 

From I-80, exit to I-780 eastbound. 
Exit I-780 at Military West Hwy and 
IMEDIATELY Turn right onto West K 
Street. 
Continue to West 9th Street. 
Turn right onto West 9th Street, then 
straight ahead to the parking lot and 
ramp. 

From I-680, exit to I-780 westbound. 
Exit I-780 at East 2nd Street.  
Turn left onto East 2nd Street to Mili-
tary East Hwy. 
Turn right onto Military East Hwy one 
block to West 2nd Street. 
Turn left onto West 2nd Street, one 
block to West K Street. 

Continue on West K Street to West 9th Street. 
Turn left onto West 9th Street, then straight ahead to the parking lot 
and ramp. 

Benicia Day Sail 
Host: “Goose” Gossman 

When: Saturday, March 28th, 10:00 AM Launch 
Time 
Where: West 9th Street, Benicia 

Fees: Free . . . Benicia is a no-fee ramp! 

Meals: Picnic lunch aboard your boat. 
Distance:  Out Redwood City channel from the ramp to the 
Thompson is a bit under 6 miles.  
Phone #s:  

 
 “Goose” Gossman . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Cell:  916-719-9355 

Tides for Benicia starting with March 28, 2009.  
Day        High      Tide  Height   Sunrise    Moon  Time      % Moon 
              /Low      Time    Feet    Sunset                                  Visible 

Sa  28     High   2:49 AM     5.8   6:59 AM    Rise  7:43 AM      1 
    28      Low   9:58 AM     0.1   7:28 PM     Set 10:15 PM 
    28     High   4:13 PM     4.4 
    28      Low   9:23 PM     1.5 
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The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and in-
formation among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht) 
sailors.  But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of ama-
teurs finding our way by trial and error and luck.   

You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the 
Potter Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but 
you may also find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that 
just don’t work for your particular boat, your sailing environ-
ment, your level of sailing experience, or your boat-working 
skills.  So please understand that any sailing tutorials, suggested 
boat modifications, recommended cruises, etc., are the opinion of 
the author, based presumably on his or her personal experience 
and judgment at the time the article or letter was written. 

If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to 
the newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest 
of you in the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large 
portion of your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opin-
ion before undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique 
you read about in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication)  
- The Editor 

With a Grain of  Salt 

 

Patrick Brennan 
1305 Webster St., C205 
Alameda, CA 94501 

A Potter’s Creed 

We are Potter Yachters.  

We are each  

the captain of our vessel, 

We respect independence  

and responsibility.  

  We sail for the joy  

of being on the water, 

We sail alone  

yet in the company of others. 

We are a family of friends  

on the water and beyond. 


