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The Potter Yachter 

Photos and story by Gretchen Ricker 

 

Woohoo did we have fun at Lopez Lake this year! Lopez Lake is located in the hills east of Arroyo Grande along the 

Central Coast of California. Twenty one people showed for a blustery, fun filled weekend. 

  

The festivities started early for Dan and I with a call from Arleen and Charlie Davison on Wednesday night. “Gretchen, 

we’ve had an accident,”  she said. Not the kind of phone call you want to receive from an out of town guest.  There is 

currently construction along a stretch of Highway 101 going through Atascadero where we live. Charlie hit a BIG bump 

in the road, dislodging his trailer from the hitch. The boat then slid under the back of his truck where the outboard, 

mounted on the front of the trailer, slammed into the back door of the camper. Pieces of motor were strewn across the 

highway but fortunately the safety cables held things together until Charlie could come to a stop. Arleen called us once 

they arrived at the local garage. 

 

Charlie and Arleen stayed the night in our driveway with their two fabulous golden retrievers. The next morning Dan 

and Charlie worked on the trailer, replacing the hitch and installing new safety chain. We then loaned them one of our 

motors for the weekend and off they went to Lopez. 

 

Dan and I arrived Friday morning and folks wandered 

in slowly as the day unfolded, some from as far north 

as Sacramento and Livermore. Dave and Christine 

White preceded the group by a couple of days and 

were there to welcome us all as rigs showed up and 

boats were launched. Friday night was the usual gath-

ering around a cozy campfire, sharing sailing stories 

and reconnecting. We knew that Kevin Crowder was 

headed down late so some of the men stayed up to 
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was well worth the 300 mile ride to get there. 

We have new member.  He is an outstanding sailor and 
takes some neat aerial pictures while flying his kite. 
Watching him retrieve his boat with it's fixed keel in four 
feet of water with a standard trailer is also a treat. Lets all 
welcome Jerry Higgins our, newest Potter Yachter. 

~Bud  

This is a sad time for the club, we have lost 
one of our long time members. There will be 

more about Dave Larson else where in the 
newsletter. 

Before you know it we will be on Monterey Bay 
“Racing”. Pat Brennan tells me registration is slightly 
ahead of last year. The gang from Atascadero is doing a 
great job. More on the Cruiser Challenge XI below. 

Lopez Lake lived up to its advertising. The wind was un-
believable, the food and entertainment were first class. It 

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON: 

 

July 24 - 25 (Saturday-Sunday) Cruiser Challenge XI  . . . Host: Gretchen Ricker/

 Race Committee  

 

August 7 (Saturday) . . . Richmond Day Sail to Loch Lomond Yacht Club . . . Host: Keith 

 Hubbard.          

                                   . 

August 21-22 (Saturday-Sunday) . . .  Huntington Lake camp out with SoCal Potters . . . Host: Wes 

 Harrison & Bard Johnson 
 

August 30 to September 15 . . . Messabout VIII  . . . Host: Dick Herman 

. 

September 11 (Saturday) S.F. Bay Day Sail, Clipper Cove Picnic  . . . Host: Harry Gordon 
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Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club. Membership 

is open to owners of West Wight Potters and anyone interested in Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats.  

Commodore: 
Bud Kerner 
8589 Siegel Street 
Valley Spring, CA 95252 
 Cell: (209) 815-7542 
Commodore@potter-yachters.org                        
P-18 Cats Meow 

Vice Commodore: 
Bruce Hood 
21 Regulus Ct 
Alameda, CA 94501 
ViceCommodore@potter-yachters.org                        
P-15 #2229, Eilidh 

P19 Fleet Captain: 
Carl Sundholm 
750 Menlo Ave #100 
Menlo Park CA 94025 
Cell: (408) 858-7057 
sundholm@att.net 
P-19 Dagmar 

P-15 Fleet Captain: 
Don Person 
1651 Rambelwood Way 
Pleasanton, CA. 94566 
P15captain@potter-yachters.org 
P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne 

Secretary/Treasurer: 
Pat Brennan 
1305 Webster St. #C205 
Alameda, CA 94501 
(510) 769-1246 
Secretary@potter-yachters.org 
P-15 #621, Eaglet 

Education Captain: 
Dave Bacon 
1043 Rio Vista Drive 
Pacifica, CA 94044 
BaconEgg@earthlink.net 
P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun 

 

Newsletter Editor: 
Katie Taylor 
733 Spindrift DR. 
San Jose, CA, 95134 
Cell: (408) 621-4592 
littlegreennut@pacbell.net 
P-14 #691, Follow Me 

Commodore Emeritus  
Judy Blumhorst 
228 La Pera Circle 
Danville, CA 94526 
(925) 820 0800 
Education@potter-yachters.org 
P-19 #266 Redwing                                       

Webmaster: 
        Mike Westfield 
        Webmaster@potter-yachters.org 

Website: 
        www.potter-yachters.org 

The Commodore’s Log 
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Recalling Dave 

 
Memories are the invisible threads that weave us together, tying the past to the future, and bringing us together in 
friendship. The memory of David C. Lawson, is one of those gossamer threads that hover in the air, out of sight 
but golden with warmth and remembrance. 

 
Dave was born in Singapore, March 25, 1939. His father was a career soldier in the British Army and the family 
was evacuated out in 1940. He was raised and attended school in England, attaining a degree in Electronics from 
Sheffield University in 1960. Like so many of his generation, he immigrated to Canada in 1965, where his daugh-
ter Clare was born. He later moved his family to California in 1968 where he found a career with Philco. Later, he 
met and married Gail in 2003. 

 
Dave was a latecomer to sailing, buying his first sailboat, a West Wight Potter 15, after retiring in 2001.  The Pot-
ter was a natural extension of his love of Morgans, an iconoclastic English automobile that blends the old with the 
new.  He was an instant fit with the Potter Yachters, always gracious and smiling, and soon became a very compe-
tent sailor. He went on his first Messabout to the Pacific Northwest in 2004 with eight other skippers and earned 
his spurs as one of All the Usual Suspects. He fit right in with his wry sense of humor, warm personality, great sto-
ries, and never-ending supply of hor’s d’oeuvres rescued from the bilge of Schatz, his pristine blue-hulled Potter. 

 
While he was not able to sail the last few years, he was always with us, tagging along with Terry Gotcher or at-
tending functions with Gail.  We lost Dave on July first, after a valiant battle 

In Memoriam: Dave Lawson 

It is with great sadness that we must report that long-time Potter Yachter Dave Lawson died July 1st at 12:15 a.m. as a result of con-

gestive heart failure.  Dave had not been active in the Potter Yachters since poor health forced him to withdraw from sailing several 

years ago, but he always remained in touch with his many Bay Area sailing friends.  

~ Pat Brennan 

(continued page 4: In Memoriam) 
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(In Memoriam: continued from page 3) 

with heart disease. The memories are many, but perhaps Terry 
best sums up the Dave we knew when he recalls how Dave 
accepted a cup of hot chocolate after a difficult motorsail in 
nasty conditions from Friday Harbor to Blakeley Island with 
“That would be nice.” That was Dave. 

 
We shall miss him but this I know – Dave made safe harbor 
with the love of his family and friends. 

 
Dick Herman 

 

The preceding and following photos were supplied by 
many members of the Potter Yachters. I felt it 
best to list all the contributors here, and leave the 
photos to speak for themselves. ~Ed 
 
Contributors: Harry Gordon, Patrick Brennan, Dan Phy, 
Dick Herman, Don Person, Carl Sundholm 

(continued page 5: In Memoriam) 
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(continued page 6: In Memoriam) 

(In Memoriam: continued from page 4) 
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Fair weather, Dave. 

 (In Memoriam: continued from page 5) 

Don Person:  

Mary and I were launching at Tomales when Dave arrived 

back a the ramp after the rough night when the boat got away 

and he cracked a rib.  His cockpit was all muddied up, he was 

obviously hurting so I gave him a ride up the hill to his tow 

vehicle and gave him a hand. 

On an earlier outing, I think we may have been on a Delta trip 

relaxing on Don's houseboat but I can't clearly recall.  Several 

of us sitting around, BS'ing and drinking scotch, lots of scotch.  

Politics, Singapore, religions, Iraq, the topics were varied.  

Early in the evening, I could understand Dave with his slight 

accent.  More scotch, more scotch, more scotch, now every-

body is buzzed.  I had to tell Dave I didn't know if it was my 

ears or his speech but the more scotch we drank the thicker his 

accent got until I wasn't even sure he was still speaking Eng-

lish. 
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help him find a level spot to camp 

for the evening. I understand 

Kevin pulled in around 11pm. 

 

The next morning I handed out the instructions for the poker run 

and helped settle another wave of arrivals. The wind picked up 

around 9am and blew hard all day. Lopez is famous for its 

windy conditions. I have never been skunked there but have fre-

quently sailed reefed. The poker run took the fleet the full length 

of the lake and most everyone came away with a complete poker 

hand. The three kayakers, Glen, Maureen, and LeeAnn, had their 

hands full paddling against the wind but were able to explore 

areas of the lake that the Potter fleet was unable to access. 

 

That evening, after settling everyone in the cove below the 

campsite, Darrell, along with his band mates, Doug, and Daphne 

Cook of Pineridge Gospel Bluegrass Band, broke out their in-

struments and enthralled us with the best gospel bluegrass in the 

state! A potluck filled the air with tummy rumbling aromas and 

a long day of sailing put us all in a mellow mood. No wild life 

visited us this year. No skunks brushed against our legs or deer showing up for a handout. However, the bluegrass drew 

a small bevy of onlookers from the neighboring campsites. 

 

As the evening wound down and the fire burned low, we all headed off to bed. 

Everyone happy, well fed and humming bits and pieces of mel-

ody from Darrell’s 

banjo. 

 

The next morning, Don 

Person showed up with 

the best warm cinna-

mon rolls ever. They 

are made in Arroyo 

Grande by the Great 

West Cinnamon Rolls 

company. They are un-

believable! I ate way 

more than I should and 

loved every bite. Doug, 

Daphne, and Darrell 

once again pulled out their instruments and 

filled the crisp morning air with more 

melodies. It was a great time. 

 

A few hardy souls ventured back onto the 

lake for another quick and blustery sail but 

what was 

most on our 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Lopez: continued from page 1) 

(continued page 8: Lopez) 
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minds was a bit of a problem with Kevin 

Crowder’s Compac 19. As it turns out, Saturday 

Kevin got a bit too close to shore and hit his keel 

on a submerged rock. When he tried to raise it, he 

found it was bent and stuck. This presented a bit 

of a problem with getting it on the trailer. So sev-

eral of us decided to stay off the water and help 

Kevin get his boat on the trailer somehow. Fortu-

nately, as the boat was winched up onto the trailer, 

the centerboard slid up into the trunk and all was 

well.  Once that was done most of us went over to 

the marina market for a cold beer, hot 

hamburger and crunchy fries before hit-

ting the road. 

 

All in all, it was a wonderful time with 

plenty of fun, adventures, and the best 

companions anyone could ask for. 

“I think it fits the other tent, dear.” 

 

 

(Lopez: continued from page 7) 
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    Three Potters with boats, Don 

Person with P15 “Sarah Anne,” 

Dave White with P19 “Wee 

Boat” and Dan Phy with his 

newly refinished Sunfish were 

this years Potter contingent. 

Many who considered attending 

did not because they feared they 

would not be able to launch. For-

tunately there was enough water, 

20" at the ramp, to easily launch 

Dave's P19. I don't think shoal 

keeled boats would have been so 

easy.  Both boats were slipped 

for the duration of our visit. 

 

    Everyone has a favorite vaca-

tion spot and this is mine. Of 

course good sailing is a must but the beauty of the scenery and the high Sierra lake takes my breath away. In addition 

the birds and wildlife are abundant. As always the campgrounds were perfectly maintained by the camp hostess Karen. 

To have nearby clean flush toilets and potable water is certainly a plus not to mention the great little store , showers and 

even laundromat only a short walk away. 

All this makes tent camping very civi-

lized.  Also the camps are not crowded this 

time of year partly because the lake water is 

low and the fishermen not coming in the 

numbers they used to. 

 

    Don's party of six, with a  P15, a canoe 

and a kayak, arrived Tuesday and were able 

to lay claim to their usual campsite and take 

over the one next door in anticipation 

of  Theron White's arrival Wednesday. 

Their are no reservations for Aspen tent 

camps so we were happy to find ours unoc-

cupied.  Dan Phy with his Sunfish and in-

flatable dinghy and kayak showed on Thurs-

day.  Dave and Cheryl, with their P19 and 

two kayaks, and extended family of six 

adults and six youngsters arrived Friday. 

 

    The weather was cold at night and sunny 

and cool during the day. Good sized camp-

fires kept us warm mornings and evenings. By the end of our stay we were getting very adept at cooking over a camp-

fire and using a Dutch oven. In camp we were entertained by the squirrels, chip-

Eagle Lake Eagle Lake Trip Report; June 16 - 21, 2010 

Story and Photos by Don Person 

John Dalton white water kayaking 

Dave White on a very blustery day 

(continued page 10: Eagle Lake) 
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munks, blue jays and many other small birds. On 

and over the Lake we saw Grebes, Gulls,  Ospreys 

and Bald Eagles.  

 

     Mornings there was a light  breeze and after-

noons a brisk wind which became very 

brisk  twice. Morning sailing was easy and good 

for sightseeing while afternoons were much more 

sporting. Afternoons on my P15 I sailed with the 

small jib and deep reef and one afternoon on 

reefed main only.  

 

     The paddle boats were well used when the wa-

ter was quiet. John Dalton covered a lot of miles 

in his kayak and had to do some strenuous pad-

dling when caught out when the wind picked up.  The teen 

agers paddled the canoe but kept closer to shore.  Some of 

them went swimming and claimed it wasn't too cold once 

you got used to it. 

 

    Dan and the Person group left Monday with the Whites 

planning to stay a few more days. With a little weather 

luck the water level will be at least as high next year as 

this year so P19 skippers will be able to launch. Eagle 

Lake has everything you could want for a tent camping, 

sailing vacation.  Cross your fingers for next years’ water. 

Stellar Jay, another camp forager  

Duncan Lees enjoying a paddle 

Eagle Lake wasn’t named for it’s flowers! 

Dave White giving a ride to three of his great grandchildren. 

(Eagle Lake: continued from page 9) 
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Cruiser Challenge XI is just around the cor-

ner and signups are well on the way. This 

year’s Challenge boasts several new fea-

tures.  A new crop of sponsors have stepped 

up to the plate to liven up the raffle and 

spread the word on new and exciting prod-

ucts. We are also going to join the Monterey 

Peninsula Yacht Club for dinner Saturday 

night after the awards. Some of you may 

remember having dinner there a few years 

ago. The food is excellent and the price is 

right, $17/person. Reservations can be made 

when you sign up for the event. We have 

also increased the waterline of large boat 

class to 26’ so anyone with a McGregor  or 

similar sized trailerable can come join in the 

fun. 

If you have never been to Cruise Challenge, 

you are in for a treat.  This is a laid-back 

regatta for cruising skippers. The rules are 

simple, play nice and don’t hit anybody! 

Seriously, simple “Rules of the Road” are 

sufficient since most of us don’t have a clue 

what race rules are anyway. The largest 

headsail permitted is a 155% genoa. 

The captains meeting starts at 9am sharp on 

Saturday morning. For all the rest of the 

details and to sign up go to:  http://

cruiserchallenge.com/ 

 

Can’t wait to see you there! 

Gretchen 

Cruiser Challenge XI 
July 24 - 25, 2010 

(continued page 12: CC XI) 

Teaser photos by Don Person 
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Harbormaster’s office to Monterey Bay   

Aquarium is a comfortable 1.3 mile walk 

along the old railroad path. 

Monterey 

Municipal 

marina 

Cruiser Challenge XCruiser Challenge XCruiser Challenge XCruiser Challenge X    
Host: Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club, Potter Yachters & the 

Cruiser Challenge Race Committee. 

When: Saturday, July 24th & just-for-fun sailing Sunday 

Where: Monterey Municipal Marina, Monterey, CA 

Fees: Free Launch; Parking & Slips per 24 hours: $12.00 parking 

for tow-car & trailer; $15-20.00 per night for slips. 

Meals: Fisherman’s Wharf to Cannery Row & downtown Mon-

terey for starters . . . Takes your pick! There are Oh so many 

choices 

Phone #s:  Harbor Master . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-646-3950 

Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club . . . 831-372-9686 



 

 

 Page Page Page Page 14141414    

Tides for Monterey, Monterey Bay starting with July 24, 2010.  

Day        High      Tide  Height   Sunrise    Moon  Time      % Moon 

              /Low      Time    Feet    Sunset                    Visible 

Sa  24      Low   4:44 AM    -0.6   6:07 AM     Set   4:47 AM      95 

      24     High  11:33 AM     3.9   8:20 PM    Rise  7:35 PM 

      24      Low   3:51 PM      2.8 

      24     High   9:55 PM      5.9 

 

Su  25      Low   5:18 AM    -0.5   6:08 AM     Set  5:47 AM      98 

      25     High  12:03 PM      4.0   8:20 PM     Rise 8:10 PM 

      25      Low   4:32 PM      2.7 

      25     High  10:33 PM     5.8 



 

 

Come out and join us on Saturday Au-

gust 7th for a challenging bay sail.  Af-

ter a short dockside skippers meeting, 

we will be underway at 9:30 to10:00 AM 

on Saturday morning for our trip out the Rich-

mond harbor then we head northwest past Red 

Rock and under the Richmond/San Rafael 

Bridge ending up at the Loch Lomond Yacht 

club for lunch.  After a brief rest and a couple 

cold beers we’ll retrace our wakes back to 

Richmond.  We had quite a turnout last year for 

his event and filled the docks at the club with 

our boats. 

As skill levels go this can be a benign sail, an 

intermediate sail, or an advanced sail depend-

ing on the conditions of the day.  We cross 

some open bay waters and shipping lanes while dealing with winds and 

currents.  The nice thing about Richmond is in the event conditions 

warrant you not attempt the crossing there is plenty of great sailing 

within the breakwater and along the bird sanctuary. 

Vince and Linda Henley are in the process of buying a home in WA and will not be able to join us but Vince has set it 

up so Rear Commodore, Karl Hanken and LLYC’s Incoming Cruise Director, Sol Cohen will be there (and perhaps oth-

ers) to welcome the Potters, open the bar and prepare lunch.  The club has a Potter Burgee and that should be flying in 

the bar area when we arrive.  The club 

also has a VHF transceiver in the bar area 

and the club will monitor channel 68 for 

the Potter arrivals and ensure that we can 

transit the marina gates into the club 

area..   

We will be launching from the Marina 

Bay Yacht Harbor at 1340 Marina Way 
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Richmond to Loch Lomond Yacht Club 
Host: Rich McDevitt & the LLYC 

When: Saturday, Aug. 7th; Launch 9:00 AM-Depart 

10:00 AM. 

Where: Richmond Municipal Boat Ramp to Loch Lomond Ma-

rina and dock at the Lock Lomond Yacht Club guest docks. 

Fees: launch $10.00 (parking included) Fees are paid by ma-

chine . . . Exact change recommended. 

Meals: Lunch at Loch Lomond Yacht Club ($6.50 last year.)  A 

no-host bar will also be open for your favorite adult beverages. 

Distance:  8 miles, Richmond Marina to Loch Lomond. 

Phone #s:  

 
McDevitt Home . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-451-1952 

Richmond Harbormaster  . . . . . . . . . .  510-236-1013 

Dan Phy Home. . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  . . 707-961-1257 

Tides for Richmond Inner Harbor starting with August 7, 2009.  

Day        High      Tide      Height   Sunrise     Moon  Time      % Moon 

              /Low      Time      Feet      Sunset                                 Visible 

Sa   7      Low    4:31 AM    -0.5    6:18 AM    Rise  3:20 AM      14 

       7     High   11:37 AM     4.8    8:12 PM     Set   6:27 PM 

       7      Low    4:06 PM      2.8 

       7     High   10:04 PM     7.0 
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Charts: Richmond Marina to Loch Lomond 
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South, Richmond, CA.  Ramp fees 

are $10.00 paid to an automatic 

gate.  This gate has been known to 

rip me off when it owes change so 

$5’s and $10’s are recommended.  

Overnight accommodations are 

also available and can be arranged 

by contacting the Richmond Ma-

rina Harbormaster at (510) 236-

1013.  To get to the launch ramp 

take 580 through Richmond and 

exit at Harbor Way South.  Take 

Harbor Way South about .75 mile 

and make a left turn (east) on Hall 

Ave.  In a couple short blocks Hall 

Ave. will dead end right by the 

launch ramp gate and harbormas-

ter’s office.  Be rigged, launched, 

and ready to depart by 9:30-10:00 

AM. 

Tollgate to Ramp 

(Loch Lomond: continued from page 15) 



 

 

The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and in-
formation among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht) 
sailors.  But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of ama-
teurs finding our way by trial and error and luck.   

You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the 
Potter Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but 
you may also find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that 
just don’t work for your particular boat, your sailing environ-
ment, your level of sailing experience, or your boat-working 
skills.  So please understand that any sailing tutorials, suggested 
boat modifications, recommended cruises, etc., are the opinion of 
the author, based presumably on his or her personal experience 
and judgment at the time the article or letter was written. 

If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to 
the newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest 
of you in the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large 
portion of your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opin-
ion before undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique 
you read about in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication)  
- The Editor 

With a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  SaltWith a Grain of  Salt    

 

Patrick Brennan 

1305 Webster St., C205 

Alameda, CA 94501 
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We are
 Potter

 Yachte
rs.  

We are
 each  

the capt
ain of o

ur vess
el, 

We res
pect ind

ependen
ce  

and res
ponsibi

lity.  

  We sa
il for th

e joy  

of being
 on the 

water, 

We sai
l alone 

 

yet in th
e compa

ny of ot
hers. 

We are
 a famil

y of frie
nds  

on the w
ater and

 beyond
. 


