- 'The Potter Yac

Newsletter of the Longest Lasting West Wight Potter Club in the World August2016

Photo: Carl Sundholm

\_/ all the Cruiser Challenges I've attended since

joining Potterdom almost a decade ago, this hduktbe
ficrusiesb one, yet. In past years, parking lot juggling and
racing smack seemed to dominate the energy... but this yg
we had a mellow, eagyoing scene, which in my mind
speaks to the ssnce of our group persona.

With "privileged" reserved parking along the
waterfront, and almost all of the nearly thigtigending boats
launched and on the water by Friday, the annual event go
to a smooth start. Three boats splashed and sailed dow
from Moss Landing, in a preview of what is possible. Alsc

there was uncharacteristically slow fishing, with fewelssea ——

otters, and fishermen around... which turns out to have beAlSoin this issue:

caused by full bellies, courtesy of the influxtaha crabs Commodor eés..Ca.r.nBage?2
(weird crab/lobster critters). Additionally, there was a mudhgyents on the Horizon .....ooonvvon... Page 2
lower density of tourists walking around (even with packed Upcoming: Lake Hennessey......... Page 3
hotels),despite the perfect 78egree weather and minimal | CC17 Race Results.............c.......... Page 5
morning fog. With tourist chaos avoided, and the Upcoming: Clipper Cove Salil ....... Page 9
cooperation of the Harbor @dfe providing slips for us (at Report: The Cruise to CC17.......... Page 10
diSCOUﬂt!), easy pottering and(See Challenge continued on page 4) Potter Yachter MemberShip """"" Page 13




The Pott&achter
The Commodor eod

By Rob Sampson

Another great Cruiser Challenge is in theeg. It seems like everyone had a
great ti me. The racing was definite
winds and choppy waves.

A big thanks to our sponsors Sage Marine, Spyderco, Montgomery Boats,
Hyde Sails, Small Craft Advisor, Good Old &dViagazine, and RudderCratft.

Thanks also to the Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club for graciously hosting us
for our meeting and dinner. Alsa special thanks to Racing Committee and John and Randy for letting us use tt
MPYC committee boat and for accompanyus at the raceThanks to David and Sharon Soule for parking
patrol duty and keeping the parking lot clear for Cruiser Challenge participemsbiggest thankgoto Jim
AfGoosed Gossman and Dick Her man f @soneofthesmadothestn g t |
Cruise Challenges ever. The parking was effortless and the racing was well organized and clear.

I had a great time hanging out i n Mpastimeraedgthe Che
launch ramp islways entertaing. Walking the docks and wharfs was great fun and the food was delicious.
Spotting sea creatures and marine mammails is interesting even if sometimes the seals and otters were up on
docks checking us ouibo.

Coming up in August will be a Bhimond to SF Bay Sail on tf2€th with the option to stay overnight in
Richmond at the Marina Bay Yacht Harpand the Lake Hennessey Day Saithe27th. Look for more
information in this newsletter.

See vou on the water,
Rob — ¢/
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Club Events on the Horizon Event Calendar

Aug 27 (Sat) Lake Hennessey Sail (Rich M)
quiet, easy day sail; no motors over 10 HP; no camping or swimming; new launch ramp
Sept 10 (Sat) Alameda to Clipper Cove Picnic Sail (Carl S)
typically an easy day sail with a quick picnic at Clipper Cove, although it has been
intermediate windy on occasion; free parking lot fills early, additional parking on street
Oct 1 (Sat-Sun) Tomales Bay Overnight Sail (Eric Z)
generally easy, often windy; overnight at anchor, on beach, or in tents; we have group camp
permit for tents and fire; parking fills up early; sporadic cellphone service; great family sail
Oct 15 (Sat-Sun) Moss Landing to Monterey and Back Overnight (Mike S)
open ocean sail about 16nm (3-6 hours); only for experienced sailors; overnight at docks



http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar

The Potter Yachter
Upcoming: August 27, 2016
Lake Hennessey Sail

Due to launch ramp size (and
possibly park regulations), this
sail isfor boatsunder 16feet

Sailhog: Rich McDeuvitt

Join the Potter Yachters in the guilty pleasure of leisurely sailing

in a beautiful oak woodlands setting, drifting through the tides

lunch, and enjoying one of the best kept secrets of bay area fresh

sailing: Lake Hennessey.

Aim to meet up around 10: 30
late. Since the lake is small, there will be plenty of time to kick back
and relax. Beure to bring lunch and beverages/water. Lunch can bX
eaten under one of the many shade trees along the shore or on you
drifting into the tules
Last year, the group was mostly off the water by 2 pm, with time
to enjoy the Chiles Valley or theleiste | y dr i ve back home. To hose of
donét know what youdbre missing. For the rest of you,
keep this one of the best secrets of Potterdom!
e AL s g~ Directions: From the Bay Area, is about 1:15
S i “" " hours north of Berkeley. Travel on HWY 80
NORTH. Then exit and take HWY 37 WEST which
» W Oaki fin i you drive on until you turn off onto Higtmy 29.
%51\ g Take HWY 29 NORTH toward St. Helena, but just
, vacaville geo before reaching it, turn right onto RUTHERFORD
: Boyes Hot @ » "™ ROAD/HWY 128 EAST. It is about five minutes
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until you reach the SILVERADO TRAIL, where you
turn right, and then take an immediate left (east) onto
HWY 128/SAGE CANYON ROAD. This takes you

on about a 10 minute drive into the hinterland, so
follow it past Conn Dam on the winding road around

& the lake until you see the boat ramp parking lot on

your left. If you hit the T split in the road, you've
gone too far. Trn around and it's about 100 yards
behind you — v/

Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2016 PYN, page 3.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Hennessey,+California+94574/@38.1967669,-122.0689416,9z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8084563c44e05a3d:0xb2c81753718c47d5
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Hennessey,+California+94574/@38.1967669,-122.0689416,9z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x8084563c44e05a3d:0xb2c81753718c47d5
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
http://potter-yachters.org/members/2016_03.pdf
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(Challenge continued from page 1)
multiple dock parties ensued.

Special kudos go to David White, KievCrowder,
and Phil Marcelis who uphetthe best spirit of a cruisg
event by launching and sailimpwn from Moss Lading.
They closereachedifteen or so miés across Monterey
Bay in fewer tharfour hours on Friday, and returned
Sunday in three hours (aided by favorable current and
swell). This option, while not for newbies, is certainly a
great way to experience the adventure of trailerboat
destination cruising. They stayed tog®tkkirting the fog
bank, and braved the potential small craft advisory of 20
knotwinds (which never materialized). No whales sighted. g
but they gave themselves the best opportunity to see so
Count me in for next year (if | don't make it to the east 8
coast).

Saturday's racing featured another showdown %
between the Monty and Sage, this time i3Bs15With Sage |
showing up with both of theirprott ype 150s [\
andone catboat rig), and several E4and Monty 16,
(including Dan Phy's very quicRix acarbondecked
fathead sloop115). We had seven small boats for the
first race, using a simplified starting sequence with fixed
starting times, radio commuaation (no flags), and motors
until one minute before the start. It went smoothly, and
almog everyone got on theourse without hitch. Unfortunatelyright before the start, Jerry Montgomery's
catboat rig decided to go for a swim (I thought cats didn't like water), so he was done before he started. |
r ‘ dropped Dick Gallandff from ReGaleto help sort things out on the
water, and then towed him back to the marina to sail another day.

After a good start, the small boat race turned into a match between
the Daves..Dave Scobie othe Sagel5 SloopAsolare and Dave
Bacon drivingSix (with Dan crewing). The Baconater is well cured, and
just too tough. Sixfinishedin 47 minutesto win by a minute ovethe
Sage. | was occupied with crash boat duty for the other Sage, and
regretted not being there in my RBlale Rich McDevitt hadeefed in
anticipation of 2knot small craft
warnings (which never
materialized), and couldn't keep
pace. With the other McDeuvitt
(Bruce no relation) on walkabouBacon "on the dark side", and Don
Person on the committee boaho was going to defend Retdom's honor?
Answer: Harry GordonHe sailed his circd967lateenriggedP14,
Manatee Go Harry!!! He placedhird (only 13minutesback), followed by
Rich McDevitt (P15) in4th, Rat BrennafComPRac Legacy in 5th, George
Corrigan(M15) in 6th, and Bruce Mossmd@omPRac 1§ in 7th.

Second race (small boatyix(M15) in 1st at51:3Q Asolare(Sagels
Sloop)in 2nd at56:30. Only two boats finished as conditions at doeke
deemed more pleasant. Great rgdor stalwarts...wish | wasut there!

In the medium @ss, both races won by Stan ®as onGoshawk
(Sage 1). First race finished in 41 minutewith Stevan Hartmanin 2nd
place (by only a minuteyn Jack Tar(Marshall Sanderling 18 catbgatRob
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Sampsorpicked up 3rd place,>sminutes later, in his &gabond 17. 4tlvasMike Swartz(P19 another 15
minutes back,thenKevin Crowder(ComPRac 19, and finallyPhil Marcelis(P19.

In the second race, Smanwas1stat44:3Q Sampson 2ndt48:3Q Hartman 3rdat 52:30, Swartz2at
54:00,Crowder 5thandMarcelis 6th.

In the first race of the Large /Open claBsyvid Soule (Balboa 21) was 1st at 46 minutes,Jahidn
Petersor{Aquarius 2} was2nd. The €cond race was a repeat with different times.

After lunch on the watet was time to geReGale(modified P18) sailing, and with Larry Tkach and Dick
Galland aboargwe hoisted sail first with a reefand thershaken out to &ull main. For reasons unknown by
staunchai | i ng ent husiast s, weWheolndticed theffaresthyiwhsta bintap loose,é r
made the mistake of trying to tighten my adjustablesstaywi t hout g o i andthelpressute pulled wii
t he t ensi on e rwhwhichusetife Hobigmast to Hjudn@" out of its base and topfite rg. We
didn't break anythingand were advised at the dock by a Hobie aficiortadbthis was a common problem.

Live and learn! SoDick Galland had the honor of helping sort bwmb dismasting in one regatta. What a guy.

Back at the harbor and yacht club we proceeded to unwind. With our slip assignments spread throughoui
the marinaReGalebecame a watdaxi to the various fiiserChallengedock-parties which spawn before the
yacht club opens for awards and dinner. Ou

usual emceekric Zilbert, was away taking CC17 Race Results

care of family, so | doubled my grog ration and

stepped up to the mimphone. Fortunately,as| sma || Boats (Class 6Cbd)

was the case all weekend, things went Place Name Boat Type Racel Race?2

smoothly, and we all survived to face anothef 1t Pphy/Bacon Six M15 47:00 51:30

day on the water. 2" Scobie Asolare Sagel5  48:00 56:30
The only glitches in another fantastic 3 Gordon Manatee P14 61:00 DNF

Cruiser Challenge were minor. We had threg¢ 4" McDevitt Minnow P15 63:30 DNF

separate trailer/bearing problems resolved 5:: Brennan Latis ComPacl6 68:00 DNF

without tragedy (or missing the evendnda 6 Cormgan Upbeat M15 76:00 DNF

7" Mossman Dmanda2 ComPacl6 91:30 DNF

trailer protected its precious Sage cargo aftel

- . : . Suverkrop Sip P15 DNF DNS
belng SldeSWIped by. a piclup truck Try Herman  Muddy Duck SunCat DNS DNS
calling AAA in the middle of the ocean! Montgomery SageCat Sagel5 DNS DNS
Trailersailng cruising rules! Now,fiwe can Person Sarah Anne P15 DNS DNS
just keep our masts up. Ricker TwoCan M15 DNS DNS

H. Ward Baby M15 DNS DNS

MediumBoats (Class 6B6)

Place Name Boat Type Racel Race2
1% Susman Goshawk Sagel7 41:00 44:30
2" Hartman Jack Tar Marshall8 42:00 52:30

£

% 3 Sampson N/A Vagabondl7 48:00 48:30

= 4™ Swartz Burgundy Splash P19 49:30 54:00

i 5" Crowder Aurora ComPacl9 52:00 64:00

3 6™ Marcelis Family Time P19 59:00 65:30

o White Wee Boat P19 DNF DNF

2 Sundholm  Dagmar P19 DNF DNS

Carr Bluebird Mirrorl9 DNS DNS

Galland Catbird Marshall8 DNS DNS

By the way, this was my fourth and final 60 Go o s e ReGale P18 DNS DNS

year as Bobah of the Cruiser Challenge. I've D. Ward Overtime P19 DNS DNS
really enjoyed it, and hope that my L

contributions will help this great event Iﬁ?a[g: NB:;LS (Cl aBSO aSt 0AO )DLFE Racel Race?

continueits long tradition. 1% Soule Nighthawk Balboa2l 46:00 54:30

Goose.—ﬁ 2" Peterson Feel them spirit Aquarius21l 56:30 69:00
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Medium Boats: (from lefty 1% Stan Susman with Bernard Price,
2" Steven Hartman with Stefan Jacquet, and 3" Rob Sampson

Small Boats: (from righty 1 Dan Phy and David Bacon,
2" Dave Scobie, and 3 Harry Gordon

(Clockwise from upper left):
Large Boat Winners;
Medium Boat Winners;
Wharfed Potters; Tuna
Crabs; Carl o
Failure; Wonderful

Dinner; Cute Otter; Dana
Suverkrop; Change of
Plan; Small Boat Winners

























