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Newsletter of the Northern California West Wight Potter Club

July 2009

CRUISER CHALLENGE X
It’s the final countdown for Cruiser Challenge X and
we hope to see you there. The Monterey Peninsula
Yacht Club is again hosting the regatta on Saturday,
July 25, and the Monterey Harbormaster is expecting us, so slips will be available for the
weekend. The format is the same as last year,
although we are hoping for a little less wind.
We are expecting a few visitors and Steve Haines
of Hardmoney Boatworks in Florida will be joining us. There should be a few good stories to be
heard. There is also a rumor that someone from Ida
Sailor, the makers of those great rudders and till-

ers in Boise Idaho might drop in. And there are
some friendly rumblings that the Southern California crew ill be well represented.
Concerns over the economy have dampened a
few spirits but there is still no better way (read
inexpensive) to spend a weekend in Monterey.
We’ve got some great sponsors lined up and
like the man says, “Come on down.”
You can check out the details and register at https://home.comcast.net/~pat-brennan. Also, you can order T-shirts, etc
when you register or get them early at http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters.
Don’t miss the fun!
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The Commodore’s Log
I'm back. My coastal cruise covered a lot less
ground, or should I say water, than I planned.
But, several days on the open ocean can do wonders for a
sailor. For the first time in the nine and a half years of sailing “Cats Meow” I had a failure that caused me to stop sailing. I most likely will start next years sail in Bodega Bay
and come down the coast and up the Sacramento River. It
has been six years since sailing out the Golden Gate to
Monterey for a Cruiser Challenge. Maybe next year will be
the year to sail back under the Gate.

national exposure, and participation from all over the country. I hope to see many of our members at this years Challenge. If we haven't met come up and say hello. I am easy
to spot I will be bringing up the rear in the P19 races.
See you on the water,
Bud

Speaking of the Cruiser Challenge, it's coming up
Commodore Kerner braving the winds of Last Year’s Cruiser
in a couple of weeks on the 25th of this month.
Photo: Jerry Kergan
This is the premier event our club puts on. We get Challenge IX.
EVENTS ON THE HORIZON:
July 25 to 26 (Sat & Sun)
Cruiser Challenge IX, Monterey. (TENTATIVE DATE). Host: Race Committee/Dick Herman
August 8 (Sat)
Richmond Day Sail to Loch Lomond Yacht Club. Hosts: Vince and Linda Henley; Rich McDevitt

SoCal Potter Events
Saturday/Sunday July 12th & 13th:
Mission Bay Kick Back Cruise—see the SoCal Potters website for details—http://www.howies.net/socalpotter/

The Officer’s Club
Commodore:
Bud Kerner
8589 Siegel Street
Valley Spring, CA 95252
Cell: (209) 815-7542
Commodore@potter-yachters.org
P-18 Cats Meow
Vice Commodore:
Bruce Hood
21Regulus Ct
Alameda, CA 94501
ViceCommodore@potter-yachters.org
P-15 #2229, Eilidh
P19 Fleet Captain:
Mike Swartz
970 Laguna Court
Hollister CA 95023
Cell: (831) 801-1788
swartz@hollinet.com
P-19, Burgundy Splash

P-15 Fleet Captain:
Don Person
1651 Rambelwood Way
Pleasanton, CA. 94566
P15captain@potter-yachters.org
P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne
Secretary/Treasurer:
Pat Brennan
1305 Webster St. #C205
Alameda, CA 94501
(510) 769-1246
Secretary@potter-yachters.org
P-15 #621, Eaglet

Newsletter Editor:
Jerry Kergan
1815-B Wildbrook Ct.
Concord, CA 94521
Cell: (925) 497-3033
jerrykergan@gmail.com
P-15 #2357, Lazy Ka
Commodore Emeritus & Education
Capt.
Judy Blumhorst
228 La Pera Circle
Danville, CA 94526
(925) 820 0800
Education@potter-yachters.org
P-19 #266 Redwing
Webmaster:
Mike Westfield
Webmaster@potter-yachters.org
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Lopez Lake . . . A new Potter Yachter Experience
By Jerry Kergan
Photos: by Dan Ricker, Don Person
The weekend of June 1314 was planned for the
annual Potter Yachter trek
to Lassen County’s Eagle
Lake. However, this long time favorite event fell victim to recent
seasons of below average rainfall. Larger boats had difficulty
launching last year, and a last minute check on lake levels found
that the level was lower than last season. This led to a cancelation
and a quick search to find a replacement destination.
To our rescue came
Gretchen and Dan
Ricker. In just over
two weeks time,
they secured a new
destination at Lopez Lake including
reservations at one
of the most popular
campgrounds along
the 101 corridor
Dave Kautz (left) and Darrel Heirendt with Jerry Kergan between Salinas
and Santa Barbara.

The Vessels & Skippers
P-15 Skippers
Don Person
Paul Gregory
Harry Gordon
P-19 Skippers
Mike, Russell &
Swartz
Gretchen & Dan
Ricker

Other Boats
Dave Kautz
Darrel Heirendt
No Boats
Jerry Kergan
Maureen Kelly (local
Ricker friend)
and Kodak
Kai & Skylar Silva
(Dan Ricker’s Son-inlaw and grandson)

* * * * *
By 9:00 A.M. Friday morning, June 12th, I was turning into the driveway of
(continued page 4: Lopez Lake)
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(Lopez Lake continued from page 3)

Dan & Gretchen Ricker’s Atascadero home, having made the drive down
from the Bay Area over night. The plan was to meet up to caravan out to the campground at Lopez Reservoir.

Following a lengthy round of hugs and back-slaps, I left ahead of the Rickers to stop for ice and a few last
minute necessaries along the way. Joined by Dan & Gretchen, and Ricker friend Maureen Kelly, who was to
spend the weekend as well, our merry band followed Dan’s lead through the San Luis Obispo out-back to Lopez Lake. Our path ran through scenic rolling hills and vineyards that are not seen along the more direct route.
What a treat!
Check-in at the entry to Lopez Lake is designed for processing large numbers. During periods when high volumes of traffic is expected, campers must park in the spacious lot provided, then walk up to one of four service
windows for check-in. And high volume is the norm at Lopez, as All of the 354 campsites are reserved in advance for weekend dates throughout the summer camping season, filling the park to capacity.
At the campsite, we found Paul Gregory already
settled in. Paul had arrived the night before and occupied a site across the road the El Jardin group site
that was ours.
My first impression of the campsite is that Dan
Ricker’s photos provided for last month’s newsletter event teaser article, failed to do the location justice. The group campsites at Lopez are nestled into
an expansive grove of Valley Oaks. The trees, coupled with the protection of the canyons and barran-

cas, add much to the comfort of campers throughout
the day. During the heat of the day, when the sun
shines, the shade of the trees is in play; when the
afternoon winds blow, the topography gives shelter.
This was true both of the group campsites that I inspected, El Jardin, that we occupied, and the larger
Campobello that has been reserved for a Potter
Yachter event next year.
Following a brief period dedicated to camp setup
and getting settled in, them what could, took to the
water. After all, sailing is what we came to do.
Gretchen took Maureen Kelly and her dog Kodak out for what turned to be a four hour trek to the far end of
the reservoir. I joined Paul in the parking lot at the ramp to keep him company while he rigged his P-15. Then
Paul and I set out for a little short of three hours of sailing.
Sailing Lopez is very much like sailing other canyon lakes that I have known; Del Valle south of Livermore,
and Lake Sonoma west of Geyserville to name two. The high canyon walls
(continued page 5: Lopez Lake)
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(Lopez Lake: continued from page 4)

and the many
tangent ravines along the waterway create confusing and
inconsistent air flow that dictates that the sailor be alert
at all times. Apparent wind direction will change drastically on opposite sides of the canyon while remaining
constant in the center of the reservoir.
On our initial outing Paul and I raised our sails immediately off the dock at the ramp. Though we made the half
mile sail up to the open bay of the Whittenberg Arm of

Above—the Lopez
Lake store is situated
above the launch ramp.
Left—The ramp and
spacious parking lot.

the reservoir, we quickly agreed that we would dowse
the sails before entering the Arroyo Grande Arm for the
return to the marina. In trading war stories of the day’s
sail with Dan & Gretchen around the evening campfire,
I quickly learned that few Lopez sailors try to sail out
from the marina more than once. Add me to

Don Perso
n’s Grand
son, Dunca
n Lees tak
ing the tra
down to th
il
e Marina.

that list.

Rounding the bluff that is caped by the well stocked Lopez Store, we came in sight of the marina and the recognizable color scheme of Don Person’s Sarah Anne
safely tucked away in her slip. The low lake level—
Lopez being another victim of the low rainfall this
wartz get BurS
e
ik
M
lp
he
tz
year—demanded we raise our centerboard as we enDave Kau
a
Don Person and
pez Lake Marin
Lo
e
th
at
in
ed
tered the marina. Paul pointed us toward the slip adjattl
gundy Splash se
cent to Sarah Anne to be greeted by Don and his grandson, Dun(continued page 6: Lopez Lake)
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(Lopez Lake: continued from page 5)

can Lees, hailing us
from the shore. We all climbed the hill up to the marina office for
Paul to pay his fees for the night, then on back up to the campsite
to settle in.
Paul had a strong hankering for a steak dinner, so I accompanied
him the 10 miles into Arroyo Grande to pick up a few things.
We returned to camp a bit before 6:00 P.M. to find that our
numbers has swelled with the addition of Darrel Heirendt and
Dave Kautz. Wine maker Darrel will be know to Yachters who
attended Woodward this year; Darrel has sailed with us a few
times last year as well.
There seem to be couple
of things that this group
does as well, if not better
than, sailing. These be
skills associated with relaxing. We circled our
chairs around the fire

Above—Skylar Silva prepares
S'mores by the campfire . . .
Then enjoys the product of his
labors—Right
Below—Darrel entertains on the
banjo.

Dave Kautz rode his
folding bicycle on an
ice-run
to the well stocked
Lopez Lake store.

ring, took a glass of wine in hand, and
started the arduous task of working up
enough energy to prepare the evening meal.
It seems that if consuming adult beverages
and talk required as much energy as sailing,
some of us might have to give up sailing . . .
but it doesn’t, so we won’t.
Though Friday dinner had not been planed
as a potluck, many had prepared quantities
that exceeded personal needs. This made for an impromptu potluck
which has become a Yachter tradition at our overnight campouts.
Following dinner, all settled in around the fire for more conversation; this time accompanied by Darrel on his banjo.
Saturday morning most of the sailors were on the lake by 10:00
A.M. I sailed with Darrell aboard his vintage Venture 17. Now
Darrel is a sailor’s sailor. He rarely sails with a motor. This day he
had brought along an electric trolling motor as a temporary solution. We quickly learned that an electric motor leaves much to be
desired when negotiating the fluky winds of Lopez. The fact that
we were also occupied with adjustments to Darrel’s new main(continued page 7: Lopez Lake)
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(Lopez Lake: continued from page 6)

sheet rig didn’t
exactly help.

rr
an and Da
Jerry Kerg

dt
el Heiren

Back at the
ramp at 1:30
we found
Mike Swartz
and family
in the midst
of launching Burgundy
Splash.

Maureen Kelly, Harry Gordon, Jerry Kergan, Darrel Heirendt, Paul Gregory and
Gretchen Ricker hoof it up from the ramp to lunch.

Top—Mike Swartz even got the
Mrs. out on the water at Lopez.
Above—Dan & Gretchen Ricker.
Below—Harry Gordon and Manatee
with her lateen rig.

Gretchen and Dan had taken time over morning coffee to stir up interest
in the hamburgers that were served
at the marina store. So it was that
our crowd of hungry sailors descended on the little restaurant for
lunch . . . there were no disappointments. I had the Potter Yachter
mainstay, Fish & Chips . . . They
must have known that we were
coming.

Paul Gabriel

More sailing throughout the afternoon, for some, and relaxing in the
shade of the oak trees at the campsite for others was the order for the re(continued page 8: Lopez Lake)
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mainder of the day.
As the afternoon sailors started to wander into the camp around 5:00 P.M,
winemaker Darrel treated us to one of his surprise wines while others produced a wide variety of hors d’oeuvers and nibbles in such volume that nobody was in any hurry to start assembling the evening potluck. When it was
deemed time, the spread seemed appear instantaneously. Grilled hot dogs,
kielbasa sausage, and chicken from the grill, Chilled prawns with sauces, and
a variety of salads rounded out
the menu.

Sunday was our day
to depart. Paul Gregory was the first to
leave; hitting the
road early in order
to avoid bay area
traffic on his final
leg into Pinole.
For the rest of us
we postponed
Don & Judy Person protected from the cold
leaving
to
the
of the evening.
sell Swartz
s
u
R
d
n
a
very last minute,
Kautz
icker, Dave
R
n
e
.
h
k
c
tc
u
re
tl
o
G
not wanting to admit that this weekend was over. But one by
enjoying p
one our numbers slowly dwindled. My planed 1:00 P.M. departure gave
way to a little after 2:00. On my way out on Lopez Road I passed Judy Person returning from visiting local family to pick up Don and Sarah Anne for their trip home.
* * * * *
Advance projections for the water level at Eagle Lake for next year are not very promising. Unless the Eagle Lake watershed receives near 100-year rainfall levels,
it can be expected that our big boats could
again experience difficulties. As a result,
plans have been laid to return to Lopez
Lake again next year. A reservation has
been made for the Campobello group site
which can accommodate 15 “rigs” and up
to 100 people. The site is located in a protected ravine just a short walk from the
lake shore and sports its own restroom facilities. Reservations have been made for
Friday June 11th and Saturday June 12th,
2010. So make plans to be at Lopez next
year . . . You’ll love it.
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The Critters of Lopez
By Jerry Kergan
Photos by Dan Ricker & Don Person

The wild life of Lopez Lake is truly
remarkable. Large numbers of deer
can be seen day and night, not to
mention numerous varieties of
birds throughout the campground
and along the banks of the reservoir. But
it’s at night, in the seclusion of our
camp, that things really come alive.
After dinner Friday evening, while
enjoying the warmth of the campfire,
we were visited by some of the local

Kodak

not-so-wildlife.
Our first visitor was a mouse who wandered in from the dark to warm itself by
the heat of the fire-ring . . . A bit later we heard sounds coming from the dark in
the vicinity of Kodak’s food bowl. A flashlight pointed in the direction of the activity revealed the stripes of a skunk. Maureen leaped into action, dashed over
and rescued the bowl. The skunk then leisurely sauntered off, presumably looking
for new digs and another free meal.
Later in the evening, around 1:00 A.M., while sitting around the picnic table with
Darrel Heirendt and Dave Kautz, I felt a gentle but firm brush against my leg. You know likely know the sensation . . . It
reminded me of my cat when she wants a little attention. A flashlight pointed at my feet illuminated the black and white
stripes of our neighborhood skunk . . . Again. I almost jumped out of my skin,
while Darrel and Dave, safely seated at the opposite end of the table, got a
good laugh at my expense. Outted by my light, our visitor again disappeared
into the darkness.
Saturday Morning we woke to a pair of wild turkey hens that wandered
through our camp accompanied by their brood of chicks. Saturday evening a
doe came into camp . . . She
was so tame that Maureen was
able to walk up to her and offer
treats from her hand.
Over the weekend we had so
ambi” on
many animal intruders that we
Maureen Kelly feeding “B
started to give our visitors nickSaturday night
names: “Minnie,” “Pepe Le
Pew,” and “Bambi” seemed to fit. It’s so simple that you should be able
to figure out who is who without a scorecard.
All in all it was a real treat to have all these critters share their home with
us for the weekend.
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Host: Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club, Potter Yachters & the
Cruiser Challenge Race Committee.
When: Saturday, July 25th & just-for-fun sailing Sunday
Where: Monterey Municipal Marina, Monterey, CA
Fees: Free Launch; Parking & Slips per 24 hours: $12.00 parking for tow-car & trailer; $15-20.00 per night for slips.

Meals: Fisherman’s Wharf to Cannery Row & downtown Monterey for starters . . . Takes your pick! There are Oh so many
choices

Phone #s:

Harbor Master . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 831-646-3950
Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club . . . 831-372-9686

Harbormaster’s office to Monterey Bay
Aquarium is a comfortable 1.3 mile walk
along the old railroad path.

Monterey
Municipal
marina

Tides for Monterey, Monterey Bay starting with July 25, 2009.
Potter Tide
Yachter
DayThe High
Height Sunrise Moon Time
% Moon
/Low
Time Feet Sunset
Visible
Sa 25 High 12:53 AM 5.6 6:08 AM Rise 10:25 AM 11
25 Low 7:38 AM -0.2 8:19 PM Set 10:32 PM
25 High 2:15 PM 5.1
25 Low 8:06 PM 1.7
Su 26 High 1:53 AM 4.8 6:09 AM Rise 11:33 AM 19
26 Low 8:18 AM 0.5 8:19 PM Set 11:00 PM
26 High 2:58 PM 5.3
26 Low 9:19 PM 1.5
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Once you are settled in at the marina, your boat in it’s slip, car and
trailer in the parking lot, you might want to get around town.
Though parking spots are reasonably available Monday through
Friday, beginning Friday afternoon, through Sunday afternoon,
surrendered spaces are frequently lost to the weekend crowd.
Enter Monterey-Salinas Transit (MST) to the rescue . . . The MST
Trolley . . . And it’s FREE!
There are two stops that are particularly convenient to the marina.
The first is a half block from the entrance to Fisherman’s Wharf on
Oliver Street. Walk along the waterfront path to Fisherman’s Wharf.
Just past the Custom House, on your
left, is Oliver Street.
The second stop is about the same distance from the Harbor
Master’s office at the Tyler Street & Del
Monte, but requires crossing busy
Del Monte Avenue. To get there
cross Del Monte at the controlled
crossing at the entrance to the Marina parking lot. Then cross Washington Street. Walk one block on
Del Monte past the Municipal Parking
Garage and turn left on Tyler Street to

the MST Trolley stop. The map above shows all of
the stops on the MST Trolley rout.

Schedule:
Trolleys run every 10 to 12 minutes.
10am to 7pm weekdays
10am to 8pm weekends and holidays
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1305 Webster St., C205
Alameda, CA 94501

With a Grain of Salt
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht)
sailors. But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs finding our way by trial and error and luck.
You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the
Potter Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but
you may also find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that
just don’t work for your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing experience, or your boat-working
skills. So please understand that any sailing tutorials, suggested
boat modifications, recommended cruises, etc., are the opinion of
the author, based presumably on his or her personal experience
and judgment at the time the article or letter was written.
If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to
the newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest
of you in the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large
portion of your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique
you read about in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication)
- The Editor
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