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Newsletter of the Northern California West Wight Potter Club

January 2010

Cold Season Edition!
Kame Richards of Pineapple Sails is giving a
seminar at the Bay
Model in Sausalito on
Thursday, February
25th. The subject, useful
to sailors, is tides and
currents of the bay.
The program start at 7
PM and will last 1.5 to 2
hours.
The talks are comprised
of two parts, the first using slides from U-2 over-flights for the Corp of Engineers, and the second using the Bay Model
with static floats to help show the surface current movement.
There is a $15 cash fee payable at the door which is
shared with the Bay Model.

Also in this Issue:

Kame’s talks generally sell out, so reservations are
recommended. For reservation email your request to
Jim Tantillo using jimtantillo@comcast.net.
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The Commodore’s Log
Well, 2009 is behind us, and it was a great Potter
Yachter year. It is going to be hard to top it, but
we will sure try.
Shortly, we will have an updated Web site. Mike Mansfield our
Web Master is, with Jerry Kergan's help, updating the site and it
is going to be first class.
Our first Potter Yachter event will be a tour of the Bay Model
accompanied by a lecture from Kame Richards of Pineapple
Sails. Kame is an expert on the effects of tides and currents in
the Bay. The date is, March 10th, the time is 7:00PM, and the
cost is $15.

I hope to see many of our members at the annual meeting next
Sunday January 10th. If we haven't met make sure you corner
me and say hello. We will firm up the 2010 sailing calendar at
the meeting. The tentative schedule is posted on the Potter
Yachter Forum.

See you on the water,

Bud

Commodore Kerner relaxing Saturday afternoon at Woodward
Reservoir.
Photo: Carl Sundholm

EVENTS ON THE HORIZON:
Jan 10 (Sat & Sun)
Potter Yachter Annual Meeting:
Breakfast at 9:00 AM—Meeting called to order at 11:00 AM
February 25 (Thursday)
Bay Tides lecture by Kame Richards
San Francisco Bay Model, 2100 Bridgeway, Sausalito, CA 94965.
Host: Bud Kerner
SoCal Potter Events
February 11-15
2010 Havasu Picket Cruisers Poker Run—see the SoCal Potters website for details—http://www.howies.net/socalpotter/
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proposed 2010 Sailing schedule.
Several of these events are still in need of hosts. Check your calendars, and step forward if you can.
February 11-15 (Thursday-Monday) Havasu Pocket Cruiser's Sail
and Poker Run, AZ Dan Phy
February 25 (Thursday) . . . Bay Model tour . . . Host: Bud Kerner
March 13 (Saturday) Redwood City Day Sail . . . Host: TBA
March 27 (Saturday) Benicia Day Sail . . . Host: Jim “Goose” Gossman
April 3 & 4 (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Overnight cruise: Santa Cruz to Moss Landing . . .
Host: TBA
April 17 (Saturday) Oakland Estuary Day Sail . . . Host: TBA
May 1 & 2 (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Overnight Delta Cruise . . . Host: TBA
May 15 (Saturday) Del Valle Regional Park Day Sail . . . Host: TBA
May 22 & 23 (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Woodward Annual Camp Out . . . Host: Katie
Taylor
June 12 & 13 (Saturday-Sunday) Eagle Lake Annual Camp Out . . . Host: TBA
July 2 - 4 (Friday—Subday) Fourth of July Overnight Granville Island, Delta . . . Host:
TBA
July 25 - 26 (Saturday-Sunday) Cruiser Challenge XI . . . Host: Gretchen Ricker/
Race Committee
August 7 (Saturday) . . . Richmond Day Sail to Loch Lomond Yacht Club . . . Host:
TBA
August ?? (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Huntington Lake camp out with SoCal Potters . .
. Host: TBA
September 7 - 22 . . . Messabout VIII . . . Host: Dick Herman
September 11 () S.F. Bay Day Sail, Clipper Cove Picnic . . . Host: TBA
September 25 - 26 (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Tomales Bay overnight . . . Host: Eric Zilbert
October 16 - 17 (Saturday-Sunday) . . . Overnight cruise Moss
Landing to Monterey . . . Host: TBA
October 23 (Saturday) . . . Richmond Day Sail . . . Host: TBA
November 20 (Saturday) . . . Delta Day Sail: Buckley Cove to
Windmill
Cove . . . Host:
Bud Kerner
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Seafaring Video . . . A Wintertime Substitute?
By Jerry Kergan
“I’d rather be sailing” reads the bumper sticker . . . Which always leaves me with warm and
cozy thoughts of times I’ve enjoyed on the water aboard Lazy Ka and looking forward to more.
It strikes me too, that in many parts of the country this desire gives way to several months of
longing rather than doing. Some of us have the benefit of inside storage that allows us to tend
to boat projects when the weather turns foul. But when the projects are done, and we still can’t
go out to play, how about trying some of the hundreds of instructional, documentary, and feature films on sailing that are available as near as the local video store.
The best immediate sources for these videos are the online/through-the mail subscription services from Blockbuster
and Netflix. Their services begin at less than $10.00 monthly, and open up access to hundreds of videos that in most
cases is only 24-48 hours away. DVDs ordered online are usually dispatched by USPS the same day.
Local stores generally stock feature films only. It is rare to find sailing instructional or documentary titles available to
carry out the door. Blockbuster has come up with a solution. This past week I was told by the clerk at my local store that
the company has initiated a new service. We can order DVD titles not in stock. The disks will be mailed direct to the
customer’s home, to be received within three mailing days, and may be kept for a week before being returned to the local store or by mail in the enclosed pre-paid mailer. No ongoing subscription is required to take advantage of this service.
In recent months I have become a convert to the new streaming video technology from Netflix, an added benefit to their
established DVDs through the mail business model. For a little as $8.99 monthly, one gets unlimited access to over
12,000 movies, TV episodes & documentary films that are available to be viewed on demand over the internet.
Those wishing to watch on their big screen TV will find a solution in the High Definition digital player available from
www.roku.com with a price tag of $100.00. This device has all of the conventional video outputs expected, including
HDMI for connecting to HD TVs. A standard definition only digital player sells for $80.00 as well. These devices can be
either hardwired to your high speed internet modem by Ethernet cable, or connected by wireless router to your home
network. Both of these Roku access devices allow rental of online video from Amazon Video On Demand; MLB.com
baseball games and several free video websites found on the internet.
I’ve been using the sailing videos available on Netflix streaming as a sort of refresher course. Here are the titles currently available for immediate viewing on demand, and synopsis as appears on the Netflix site:

The Annapolis Book of Seamanship: Vol. 1: Cruising Under Sail (1989)
With experienced sailor and author John Rousmaniere as your able tutor, you'll begin building
your nautical skills in the first volume of this five-part series on seamanship, filmed during a
coastal passage under sail. Segments focus on what to wear, basic navigation, knot and rope
types, sail-handling and sail trim, steering and boat-handling, anchoring and docking and, most
important of all, safety at sea.

(continued page 5: Video)
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(Video: continued from page 4)
The Annapolis Book of Seamanship: Vol. 3: Safety at Sea (2000)
Sailing expert John Rousmaniere hosts this visual guidebook in which he demonstrates techniques
and equipment for handling nautical emergencies. The skills and tools used here will benefit anyone who enjoys the pleasures -- and respects the dangers -- of the sea. Lessons cover state-of-theart equipment, boat and crew preparation, going aloft in a boatswain's chair, using flares and
man-overboard rescue techniques.
Improve Your Sailing Skills (2004)
Designed for the sailor with intermediate experience, this instructional
video contains enough advanced information to help anyone become an expert in
less than an hour. Top boat racers present each topic in an easy-to-follow, step-by-step approach
that makes learning as easy as possible, covering everything from sail trim, draft control
and reefing to spinnaker handling, tacking and jibing, safety and anchoring.
100 Sailing Mistakes & How to Avoid Them (2004)
Sometimes, doing things correctly is only a matter of knowing what not to do.
And when it comes to sailing, learning from your mistakes isn't always the safest method. This
instructional video sports a checklist of common errors to avoid and covers a range of topics, from
running aground, incorrectly securing the halyard and getting the luff tape jammed to getting lost
at sea, falling overboard and much more.

100 Boating Mistakes & How to Avoid Them (2003)
Sometimes, doing things correctly is only a matter of knowing what not to do. And when it comes to boating, learning
from your mistakes isn't always the safest method. This instructional video sports a checklist of common errors to avoid
and
covers a range of topics, from running aground, wasting fuel and getting lost at sea to colliding with
another vessel, getting seasick and getting caught in bad weather.

Morning Light (2008) - Documentary
The Transpacific Yacht Race tests the endurance of sailors from around the world in a 2,300-mile
voyage from Los Angeles to Honolulu. This documentary follows a crew of 15 young competitors on a six-month odyssey from training to finish line. The Morning Light team was handpicked by sailing experts -- including the film's producer, Transpac competitor Roy Disney -and at ages 18 to 23, were the youngest team in the race's history.
Deep Water (2006) - Documentary
In 1969, Donald Crowhurst, a former engineer whose bravado outweighed his sailing expertise,
entered a London Times-sponsored yacht race around the world. This thrilling documentary incorporates actual footage of the race to depict the harrowing conditions Crowhurst faced. Refusing to
turn back even as his homemade boat took on water, he depended on his ingenuity to survive the
dangers of the sea and the threat of insanity.
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Support your New Newsletter Editor:
The next issue of The Potter Yachter will come from the desk of Katie Taylor. Katie has all the
know-how needed to continue the tradition. But she need your help; your contributions.
It did not take me long to realize that sufficient content to produce a quality newsletter is the biggest impediment to success is the occasional lack of content. With the wealth of writing talent we
have in our membership, this should not be the case.
Some things to think about:
•

When you sail, make a few mental notes . . . Then, in the comfort of home, write a few paragraphs. It doesn’t have to
be a long article. Input from three or four participants will make for a more interesting article in the long-run.

•

Don’t leave it for someone else . . . From time to time, it seems that everyone leaves it to others. This makes the
Newsletter editor’s job more difficult, and leads to a substandard issue or no issue at all.

•

Articles to The Potter Yachter first . . . Several member have chosen to submit their writings to other online archives
to the detriment of The Potter Yachter. At this writing, The Potter Yachter, and the club’s website, continue an established tradition by member volunteers to present the most consistent and durable archive on the internet. Other
alternatives have clearly established that they do not offer the security that is offered by our organized club and its
inherent chain of succession..

•
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2010 Annual Business Meeting
Oakland Yacht Club
1101 Pacific Marina
Alameda, CA 94501-1146
(510) 522-6868
Sunday January 10, 2010
Breakfast: 9:00 AM
Business Meeting: 11:00 AM
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1305 Webster St., C205
Alameda, CA 94501

With a Grain of Salt
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht)
sailors. But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs finding our way by trial and error and luck.
You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the
Potter Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but
you may also find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that
just don’t work for your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing experience, or your boat-working
skills. So please understand that any sailing tutorials, suggested
boat modifications, recommended cruises, etc., are the opinion of
the author, based presumably on his or her personal experience
and judgment at the time the article or letter was written.
If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to
the newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest
of you in the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large
portion of your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique
you read about in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication)
- The Editor
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