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Season Opening Saint Patrick’s Day Sail on Saturday Report of Dave Bacon’s Book Talk 

Redwood City Sail – March 15
th

, 2014  View Into a ‘Gentle Art’
Sailing season is upon us.  It is time to pull the boat out of 

storage, dust it off, figure out what needs fixing, and get it all 

together to get your boat out on the water for the 2014 sailing 

season.  Time to rally the troops and set sail with the tide.  

Speaking of tides, with a high tide of 7.59 feet at just after 

noon (12:37 pm), the plan of action is a sail out Redwood Creek 

to anchor at the wreck of the USS Thompson for an on-the- 

water picnic lunch. 

To reach the Thompson at high tide, we should meet at the 

Redwood City Marina Boat Ramp at 9:00 am.  There may be a 

brief captain’s 

meeting at the ramp 

to confirm the plan 

for the day.  

Remember to keep 

your radio tuned to 

Channel 68.  We will 
 (continued on page 5) 

 

 

 

Join the Potter Yachters at Marina Bay Yacht Harbor  

Richmond Sail – March 29
th

, 2014  

[Neil will be ‘herding the cats’ this time. Here’s his info. – Editor] 

Come join me at the end of March for a sail out of 

Richmond. Notwithstanding adjustments for Potter Standard 

Time, please try and be launched or at least rigged and ready to 

launch by 10:00am. 

Please check all your "hardware" and especially your 

outboard motors to make sure you are prepared for whatever 

conditions we might encounter.  One need only read the account 

of (or recollect first-hand!) the Potter trip to China Camp a few 

years back to understand how Bay conditions can quickly 

deteriorate. (See “Potters Get Clobbered!” PY Sept 2010.) 

Bring suitable outerwear to avoid getting cold or wet. 

Remember to bring a crisp $10 to feed the marina parking 

lot ticket machine. Also please bring your VHF radios (typically 

we monitor 16 and communicate on 68) with you and if you 

don't have one, a FRS radio and/or cell phone. (I carry an FRS 

walkie-talkie on board so I will be reachable on either.) 
 (continued on page 3) 

From the moment Dave Bacon starts 

speaking, you can feel the wealth of his fifty 

years of sailing knowledge bubbling to the 

surface.  His calm demeanor and relaxed 

style of storytelling belies the excitement of 

the stories themselves: single handing a 28’ 

engineless sloop down around the tip of the 

Mexican peninsula, or taking his life into his  
 (continued on page 4) 

  

 

 

Dave Bacon imparts a steady stream of life 
experiences to a receptive audience. 
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Commodore’s Corner  .................. Page 2 

Ship’s Stores for sale ..................... Page 3 

Club Events on the Horizon .......... Page 4 

Start the Sailing Season Right ....... Page 7 

 

Also in this issue: 

Wreck of USS Thompson 

http://destroyerhistory.org/flushdeck/today/
https://maps.google.com/maps?f=d&source=s_d&saddr=&daddr=Chesapeake+Dr&hl=en&geocode=FdI9PAId-yS3-A&sll=37.501859,-122.214972&sspn=0.005158,0.007789&vpsrc=6&t=h&gl=us&mra=ls&ie=UTF8&ll=37.502406,-122.214972&spn=0.005158,0.007789&z=17&iwloc=ddw1
http://www.redwoodcityport.com/p7iq/html/LaunchRamp.html
http://potter-yachters.org/members/2010-09.pdf
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Discussing topics from Dave’s book The Gentle Art of Pottering 
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By Carl Sundholm 

On Saturday morning, February 22, 2014, Dave Bacon gave a talk for The Potter 

Yachters about his new book “The Gentle Art of Pottering:  Sailing the P15” at 

the Regatta Room of the Oakland Yacht Club.  Although many of us arrived with 

an already well read copy of the book, Dave brought more copies for those who 

had not yet purchased one. 

After calling the meeting to order, I introduced Commodore Emeritus Dick 

Herman, who gave an excellent introduction for Dave Bacon’s talk about his 

book.  As many of us know, Dick is very talented at spinning tales and has a great deal of experience in creative 

writing, editing, and the publication process, as a well-known accomplished author. 

Dave told us the story of how he got the idea for the book, and how it got written, gracefully acknowledging the help 

of others in our multi-talented Potter Yachter Club, including Dick, Don and Judy Person, and Gretchen Ricker.  Much 

like embarking on a long journey, a consideration of the entire distance to be traveled from the start may seem 

intimidating and un-doable, but if you commit yourself to the overall task and plan, and if you discipline yourself to do 

what needs to be done a day at a time, the pages begin to form chapters, and the chapters take the form of a book.    

And so it was with Dave’s book.   

Over the years, each skipper of a West Wight 

Potter does a lot of research and accumulates a 

great deal of knowledge about his trailer sailboat 

which begins when he first starts thinking about 

getting a sailboat.    For the most part, this 

knowledge is gained in an incremental, 

patchwork, and haphazard manner:  some is 

sought out on the Internet, some is found by 

looking at boats, some by watching what other 

Potter owners do, and some is discovered by 

asking and listening.   This learning process tends 

to be fragmented because, up to this point, the 

information could not be found in one place.  

Well, all that has changed now.   

Dave Bacon’s new book on “The Gentle Art of Pottering” condenses the bulk of this information as it relates to the 

West Wight Potter 15, while providing a detailed knowledge about acquisition, transport, set-up and take-down, and 

beginning and advanced sailing.  The gentle art is learning how to do all this in an intelligent manner with an economy 

of effort. 

As Commodore, I speak for all the Potter Yachters when I say that we are very proud of Dave Bacon’s excellent 

accomplishment in publishing this new book, which is of great value for all West Wight Potter sailors, from the novice 

who is trying to figure out how things work and how to sail, to the veteran skipper who wishes to improve his 

organization and hone his skills.  



The Potter Yachter  Page 3 
(from ‘Richmond Sail’  page 1) 
My cell phone number is 916-871-3129. 

 

We will be launching at Marina Bay Yacht Harbor: 

1340 Marina Way South, Marina Bay, CA 94804 

Phone: (510) 236-1013, Fax: (510) 236-1957 

Hours: Monday - Sunday 9am to 5pm 

Guest slips: 

    typically available at $.50 / foot, minimum $12 / night. 

 

Coming from Sacramento, I typically haul out the same day, 

but with low tide at 5:43pm, I am thinking about staying 

overnight this time. 

 

Looking at the tide tables, it looks like we will be launching 

toward the end of a rising tide, with high tide just before 

noon. Conditions permitting, plan is to sail out of the harbor 

to the North, up to and around Red Rock and then back with 

the current. 

The NOAA Chart for the area is available online for free: 

http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml 

 

Tidal Information starting Saturday, March 29 

Low 5:30 AM @ 0.5 feet, High 11:40 AM @ 6.0 feet, 

Low 5:43 PM @ 0.2 feet, 7:29 PM Sunset 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Ship’s Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
 Burgees $25.00 

 Info Packets $15.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 

 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 

 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 

 2014 calendars     ** sold out ** 

 

Additionally, Gretchen Ricker maintains a CafePress website where 

Potter Yachter gear is available.  Go to: 

http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 
 

Directions to Marina Bay (www.mbyh.com) 
From Marin: 
I-580 E across the Richmond/San Rafael Bridge 
  (towards Richmond/Oakland) 
Exit at Marina Bay Parkway 
Turn Right onto Marina Bay Parkway 
Turn Right onto Regatta Blvd. 
Turn Left onto Marina Way South 
 
From San Francisco/Oakland: 
I-80 E/I-580 W 
Take the Pt. Richmond/San Rafael Exit onto 
  I-580 W 
Exit at Marina Bay Pkwy/S 23rd St 
Turn Left onto Marina Bay Pkwy 
Turn Right onto Regatta Blvd. 
Turn Left onto Marina Way South 
 
From Sacramento: 
Exit I-80 at Cutting Blvd. 
Turn Right onto Cutting Blvd. 
Turn Left onto Marina Way South 
 

 

Commodore: 

Carl Sundholm, P-19, Dagmar 

sundholm@att.net 

Vice Commodore: 
Rob Sampson 

rsampson@des-ae.com 

Secretary/Treasurer:  

Pat Brennan, P-15, #621, Eaglet 

pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net 

P-15 Fleet Captain: 

Don Person, P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne 

dnjperson@comcast.net 

P-19 Fleet Captain: 

Eric Zilbert, P-19, #629, Riptide 

ezilbert@cde.ca.gov 

Newsletter Editor: 
Phil Marcelis, P-19, #1487 

sail@marcelis.com 

Webmaster: 
Mike Westfield 

westfield@potter-pod.com 

     Officer's Club 

http://www.mbyh.com/
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml?rnc=18653
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml
http://tides.mobilegeographics.com/locations/5316.html?y=2014&m=3&d=29
http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
http://www.mbyh.com/about/directions
http://www.mbyh.com/
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Dave Bacon illustrates his barber hauler description 

(from ‘Gentle Art’  page 1) 

hands in a dinghy being tossed and twirled around by 

50 knot winds in Sausalito. 

 His experience goes beyond the mere harrowing 

stories of death-defying feats.  He also has extensive 

knowledge on “The Gentle Art of Pottering”, which 

his book (available on Amazon) is aptly named.  As 

comfortable with anecdotes as with practical advice, 

he steps up to the whiteboard without hesitation to 

illustrate his point and proceeds to educate with the 

ease and style of someone clearly in his element. 

His presentation is so enthralling that it’s a bit of 

a shock when someone says it’s nearly time to pack 

it up.  We’ve been in OYC’s Regatta Room for two 

hours, though it feels like we just got started. 

Dave Bacon covered a lot of ground during his 

talk, and he definitely knows his stuff.  He spoke at 

length and patiently answered any questions which 

arose. It was truly a pleasure to listen to him.  And 

for those who couldn’t get enough, he left us with 

the reassurance that “it’s all in the book.” – Editor

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Here’s another event of possible interest to Potter Yachters: 
 

March 13 (Thursday) – Alameda location of Club Nautique 

Coastal Tides Explained 

Kame Richards will discuss tidal currents as they apply to exiting and 
entering the Golden Gate.  $15 (or $10 for Club Nautique members). 
Arrive at 6:30pm for cocktails and hors d’oeuvres.  Talk starts at 7pm 
and will go for about an hour.  Check with Club Nautique for details. 
You may remember the excellent Bay Model lecture by Kame Richards which was attended by a group  
of Potter Yachters back in 2010 (See “Bay Model Tour”; PY March 2010) 

 

March 15 (Sat) Redwood City/St. Pat’s Day Weekend Sail (Carl) 
easy to intermediate, depending on how far out into the Bay we go and on how windy it is 

March 29 (Sat) Richmond North Bay Sail (Neil) 
generally intermediate, but again depends on the destination and the weather;  on this 
sail, we plan to go north to San Rafael, but if we were to head toward  the Golden Gate 
or go out the Golden Gate, we’d be talking advanced; mostly individuals decide for 
themselves after getting a feel for the conditions 

April 12 (Sat-Sun) Oakland Estuary Sail & Strictly Sail Boat Show (Pat)  
easy;  just sailing around the protected estuary 

April 19 (Sat) Benecia Sail (Goose)  
easy to intermediate, depending upon the winds whether the destination is more open 
water towards the bay; sometimes overnights at dock or at anchor for individuals who 
choose to, but not an organized group overnight generally 

     Club Events on the Horizon for 2014 

http://www.amazon.com/The-Gentle-Art-Pottering-Sailing/dp/1494407388/ref=sr_sp-atf_title_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1393518689&sr=8-1&keywords=gentle+art+of+pottering
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=1150+Ballena+Blvd.+Suite+161+Alameda,+CA+94501&hnear=1150+Ballena+Blvd+%23161,+Alameda,+California+94501&t=m&z=16
http://www.clubnautique.net/
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?e=001CqRRXBLIOzcM_iVzXPFpAoqkS5h5TeRuFDPktzcgs33D9CN08bTvAb47FSlL2HZNBNfxQoPax6LxCnCykxsdcbiwLeX0Lege1TpB3VbArUo0CTok6prou9nB89f6WiMdyKUl2pimXoiYP4UhjcT9yUZD3GSYcJ8OyaXUdcNPGPZHrJktv30bqqxtwMdVSYHJuGYS0qk0tHjWO4MhQM0FFR2xek1JPMEnpWZvxxEhDQz_1Q9DqNpBpgo0y0JaR81VOipITfyVFt_mW1g76cIhnds1LyR27OJz7a-umhqdawxi8mH3HO24qkNDJoloDo9pd-hDEuh26oI45qLhA656rJ6kkHAB0SWMRFFxgqZZfeQ6-jMRfVvPjg==
http://potter-yachters.org/members/2010-03.pdf
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sail out Redwood Creek to the Bay, and if upon reaching the Bay the weather is hospitable , we will continue 

sailing out to the wreck of the USS Thompson for anchoring and lunch.  If we get blown away by too high winds 

on the Bay, we will make it a day sailing around the Redwood Creek estuary and have lunch there.  Be advised 

that the Sequoia Yacht Club and Peninsula Youth Sailing Foundation will be having some races in Redwood 

Creek beginning around 11:30, so the timing should work out.  

 

After a day of sailing on Saturday, the Peninsula Yacht Club has again invited us to their wonderful St. Patrick’s 

Day Dinner Festivities at the Powder Blue Water Tank building at 1536 Maple St, Redwood City, California 

Telephone:  (650) 369-4410. 

St. Patrick’s Day dinners will be offered at the usual 

reasonable price, and there is typically music 

afterwards and dancing for those who are so inclined. 

Be sure to attend since this may be the last St. Pat’s 

Day dinner at Docktown, considering the same forces 

of “re-development” of the Redwood City harbor area 

that had the Pete’s Harbor local land owners selling 

their lands to developers, and terminating the leases of 

resident boat dwellers,  are now focusing on 

Docktown. 

Here is a map showing both the Redwood City Marina 

Boat Ramp where we will meet and the location of the 

unmistakable landmark which houses the Peninsula 

Yacht Club.  Hope to see you there:  don’t forget to wear 

green. 

Directions:  Highway 101 to take the Woodside 

Road/Seaport Blvd. Exit, take Seaport Blvd. eastbound 

(towards the Bay).   

To get to the Ramp continue on Seaport Blvd. until you 

take a left on Chesapeake Drive and follow it to the end 

where there will be a parking lot on your left and the 

ramp on your right.  Park in the lot, get an envelope to 

pay the ramp and parking fee, leave the sticker in your 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=1536+Maple+St,+Redwood+City,+California&aq=&sll=37.529386,-122.008471&sspn=0.164995,0.249252&vpsrc=6&t=h&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=1536+Maple+St,+Redwood+City,+California+94063&ll=37.495035,-122.22127&spn=0.000912,0.000974&z=20&iwloc=A
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car with the trailer and you’re good for the day.   To 

get to Peninsula Yacht Club, from Highway 101 take 

Seaport Blvd. east, turning left on Bloomquist Street 

drive to the “T” in the road and take a right on Maple 

Avenue which circles around and you will see the 

familiar powder blue water tank Peninsula Yacht Club 

building on your right (if you cross 101 you’ve gone 

too far).   

Patty the Pirate will be waiting for you. 

Looking forward to a great opening day sail and celebrating 

St. Patrick’s Day in the way that can only be done at the 

Peninsula Yacht Club. 

--Commodore Carl Sundholm 
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Some websites for a safer sailor: 

http://www.boatus.org/onlinecourse/California.asp 
 

http://www.boatsafe.com/index.html 
 

http://www.dbw.ca.gov/BoaterInfo/ 
 

http://www.dbw.ca.gov/PDF/FloatPlanForm.pdf 

 
Safety First! 

Start the Sailing Season Right
We mentioned the VSC program last month, 

but safety needs to be held constantly in mind.  

As the season begins and you’re busily 

cleaning up the boat, don’t forget the trailer; 

consider repacking the bearings and checking 

the condition of tires, including the spare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Potter Yachter Membership 
 

Join the Potter Yachters – the club that has been around since 1978 and, with your participation, will 

continue to withstand the test of time.  We’re really a bunch of nice folks who would just love to have other 

nice folks join us.  Your dues help support club activities and publish the newsletter, so you’ll be sure to 

know when we’re out sailing, whether that’s in the San Juan Islands, Monterey, the SF Bay, or elsewhere. 

Annual dues are $25.  Make checks payable to “Pat Brennan”. 

 

Send your payment (with your name and address) to: Pat Brennan 

 1305 Webster Street #C205 

 Alameda CA, 94501 

  
Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in West Wight Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH IN HISTORY 
 

BOATING IN A DRY YEAR - Dan Buckley writes an 

article entitled “Boating in a Dry Year”.  

Given our current drought conditions here in 

Northern California, it seemed an appropriate 

topic. His article was aimed at those Potter 

Yachters normally used to sailing on lakes who 

are now venturing out to areas like the SF 

Bay, the Delta, and even Monterey, where they 

will experience tides and currents.  He says 

copies of tidal information are available at 

bait shops, but always check NWS broadcasts. 

 

 

Feb. 4th sail Redwood City - 

  Stan Butler #850 braved the 

cold morning joined by new 

Potter Yachter Roger Soule 

sailing with De Marsh #521. 

 

http://www.boatus.org/onlinecourse/California.asp
http://www.boatsafe.com/index.html
http://www.dbw.ca.gov/BoaterInfo/
http://www.dbw.ca.gov/PDF/FloatPlanForm.pdf
http://cgaux.org/vsc/
http://www.sailingtexas.com/Movies/TrailerBearings/trailerbearings.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 

 


