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Newsletter of the Longest Lasting West Wight Potter Club in the World

July 2015

Report: Woodward Reservoir Overnight

Great Times at a Full Woodward Reservoir
by Carl Sundholm

A

Photo by Don Person

side from some initial concern that Woodward Regional Park Reservoir might be
low from the drought, I was really looking forward to a relaxing and enjoyable sail and
overnight at Woodward this year.
Unlike most other Potter Yachter sails, the Woodward sail and overnight does not have a
specific starting time, so I took my time setting up Dagmar and getting her ready to make the
trip. But apparently I should have taken a little more time than I did, because when I had
everything set to go and was taking my last step
Also in this issue:
off the boat to reach the ground, I inadvertently
Commodore’s Corner................. Page 2
stepped on part of one of the bricks that I used to
Events on the Horizon ................ Page 2
block the trailer wheels and rolled my ankle,
Upcoming: Cruiser Challenge .... Page 3
Upcoming: Delta Ditch Regatta .. Page 4
ending up with a pretty serious ankle sprain. I
History: Woodward .................... Page 9
quickly sat down to inventory and evaluate the
Woodward Photos ...................... Page 10
(Woodward Overnight continued on page 5)
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The Commodore’s Corner
By Rob Sampson

Well, we’re in the thick of sailing season now. If you can make it and you
haven’t done so yet, sign up for the 16th Annual Cruiser Challenge in
Monterey, CA on the weekend of July 24-26. Register at cruiserchallenge.com
Two of the Camping Sails happened in the month of June. The Woodward
Reservoir sail was wonderful this year (see the write-up by Carl Sundholm
elsewhere in this newsletter). As of this writing, the Union Valley Reservoir
Camping Sail has not occurred yet, but I’m planning on being there.
Since there are a fair number of Potters and other small boat enthusiasts on Facebook and others who
seem to enjoy following the Potter Yachters, I started a Potter Yachters Facebook page.
See you on the water! Rob
Check it out at: https://www.facebook.com/PotterYachters

Club Events on the Horizon
July 25 (Sat)

Cruiser Challenge XVI (Goose; parking: Kevin/Rich/Dave & Sharon S.)

can run the gamut from easy to advanced, depending on winds and course
-- See cruiserchallenge.com for more information and to REGISTER NOW

Aug

1 (Sat)

Dingy Delta Ditch Run (Dave C.)

Rio Vista to Lake Washington; [not a Potter Yachter event]

Aug 15 (Sat-Sun) Scotts Flat Reservoir Overnight (Mark C.)
new site for Potter Yachters; boat launch $15; anchor near campsites but no sleepaboards

Aug 22 (Sat)

Richmond Sail [tentatively rescheduled from Aug. 8] (Jerry B.)

(possible Friday overnight) intermediate depending on weather; day sail to Angel Island or
San Rafael depending on tide; can be advanced if heading closer to Golden Gate Bridge

Sept 12 (Sat)

Alameda to Clipper Cove Daysail (Carl)
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Upcoming: Saturday, July 25, 2015

Cruiser Challenge XVI
Sail Host: Goose; Parking: Kevin, Rich,
and Dave & Sharon Soule

The Cruiser Challenge is one of those special
sailing events which is not to be missed. Always
fun and inspiring. Definitely worth any hassles
anyone encounters in pursuit of the world class
boating experience Monterey Bay provides. Our
little boats are given a privileged slice of Monterey
Harbor; including boat slips, yacht club services,
free WiFi, reserved parking, and a front row seat of
the most healthy marine ecosystem in the world.
The sailing conditions are predictable and almost
always well suited to our modest boats. Cool, calm morning overcast makes for great coffee/breakfast beginnings
with old/new friends, yielding slowly to a gentle sea breeze calling the fleet seaward. The abundant sea life

Cruiser Challenge XVI Schedule
Friday, July 24
5:30 Bar Opens at Monterey Peninsula YC

Saturday, July 25
Before 8:00 am: Rig and Launch
8:00-9:00 am: Event Registration - MPYC
9:00 am: Skipper’s meeting - MPYC
11:30: Start of the 1st race, followed by lunch on the water
1:00 pm: start of 2nd race, then if conditions permit, a 3rd
race
4:00 pm: Bar opens at MPYC
5:00 (or when results are ready): The Awards Ceremony!
Dinner at MPYC following the awards ceremony.

Sunday, July 20
The Dory Taylor Cup Race.

Directions to Monterey Municipal Harbor/Marina
From north of Monterey:
Take 101 South to 156 West
Continue through Castroville onto Hwy 1 South
Take the Del Monte Ave. exit
Continue for several blocks, then
Turn right into Monterey Harbor at Figueroa St.
From south of Monterey:
Follow directions above using Hwy 101 North, or
Take Hwy 1 North and exit Aguajito Rd.
Turn left at the first signal light (Aguajito) then
Go under Hwy 1 and cross Fremont St.
Turn left at the next signal light (Del Monte)
Continue for several blocks, then
Turn right into Monterey Harbor at Figueroa St.
Harbormaster: (831) 646-3950; night 594-7760
Municipal Marina layout maps are available in the
“Harbor & Marina” Department on www.monterey.org

energizes all, as seasonal 8-12k winds draw the boats to the starting area. While this is not a cut-throat regatta,
the excitement builds and the races begin. Whether you find yourself in the lead, or at the back of the pack, you
will feel totally immersed in the experience. Usually something interesting happens nearby... be it a whale, seal,
sea otter, cormorant, or jellyfish. Maybe it's a squadron of pelicans diving, or a school of baitfish being chased by
dolphin. Whatever, this show happens daily. Not everyone chooses to race, and if conditions do get unusually
"sporting", no one ever should feel shamed by heading back to port. Just showing up is a winning idea.
Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2015 PYN, page 4.

Rules of the Road
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Upcoming: Rio Vista to Sacramento, August 1, 2015

LWSC Delta Dinghy Ditch Regatta
by Dave Candey
Want to try something different? Sail LWSC’s Dinghy Delta Ditch regatta from Rio Vista to West
Sacramento on August 1. It's an experience like no other!
How about a 30 mile sail through the Delta on a flood tide with following winds? The race is a comfortable
pursuit start, which means all boats arrive at the finish at about the same time. In 2014, all boats crossed the line
within about an hour. Then, enjoy a dinner party and music at the Lake Washington Sailing Club. It’s a Delta
experience. Please pre-register to avoid a late fee.
The picture shows Jim Gossman from Dave Candey’s boat in the 2013
race. Goose placed first in class and second overall out of 40 boats in the
2014 race. The Potter Yachter fleet grows each year. Please join us in 2015
on August 1.
Details and Survey:
Lake Washington Sailing Club hosts this annual race for small boats
from Rio Vista to West Sacramento – including providing morning
transportation for skipper to Rio Vista from West Sacramento after launching
your boat in Rio Vista. (Launch at the city’s ramp or Delta Marina.) LWSC
also provides dinner at their clubhouse in West Sacramento after the race.
It’s a reasonable entry fee for this challenging day on the water.
Because this is a one-way event, LWSC organizes the logistics of
getting trailers back to West Sacramento after launching in Rio Vista. You
can drive your vehicle to LWSC and catch the shuttle pack to Rio Vista in
In 2014, Goose was 1st in
class and 2nd overall!
time for the race. Or, you can arrange for someone to drive your vehicle after
you launch. For more information, see www.LWSailing.org
Question 1: Typically, this is a pursuit start. However, the race committee wants to arrange a separate start
for us. The committee wants to know our interest in a separate start, scoring, and awards as a mostly-one-design
fleet. Please let me know.
Question 2: If we have enough interest among the Potter Yachters, we can explore the option of overnight
stay in West Sacramento and then a sail or motor back to Rio Vista. Please contact Dave Candey about your
interest in this option by early July. We need time for necessary permissions.
LWSC always does a great job of hosting this event with an efficient race committee and terrific after race
chow. I’m bragging because we are also LWSC members; it’s great fun to rise to this challenge! Bruce, Eric,
Bud, and Goose can tell you all about it as they have raced before.
We hope to see you on August 1 for the LWSC Delta Dinghy Ditch regatta. Pam and I invite you to make
the Potter Yachters a major fleet!
--Dave and Pam, davecandey@gmail.com (530) 304-7230
WWP 15 #1370 Paloma (placed second overall in 2008)
WWP 15 Ranger
Montgomery 17 Leprechaun

Ship’s Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:
Show your colors! Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail!
Burgees
$25.00
Bumper stickers
$ 2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text)
Patches
$ 2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped)
Info Packets
$20.00 (Primarily P-15 information)
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.
Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters

Launch Ramp at Delta Marina
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(Woodward Overnight from page 1)

pain and injury, and then I gingerly
attempted to walk around the trailer on
the sore ankle. This was a worse
sprain than the time I sprained the same
ankle three days before the Bay to
Breakers and ran anyhow (in retrospect,
probably not a good idea since it seems
to have permanently weakened that
ankle). After initial evaluation, my
desire overcame the pain and I decided
to go ahead and drive up to Woodward
with the boat, and see how the ankle
was by the time I got there. I made it to
Woodward without further incident
and, after waiting in line and paying the
fees, I drove into the park and was
pleasantly surprised at how high the
water level was. It actually seemed
higher than most of the times I have
been to Woodward before.
I followed the usual route after the
ranger station, I took a right at the stop
sign, drove down the long and winding
road past the big house, took a left at
the fork in the road, and there I saw
the familiar, beautifully colored sails
of the Potter Yachters who had
secured our campsite on the peninsula
near the windmill tower boat ramp.

Officer's Club
Commodore:
Rob Sampson
PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com
P-15, #367, Espero

Vice Commodore:
Carl Sundholm
sundholm@att.net
P-19, Dagmar

Newsletter Editor:
Phil Marcelis
sail@marcelis.com
P-19, #1487

P-15 Fleet Captain:
Don Person
dnjperson@comcast.net
P-15, #2472, Sarah Anne

P-19 Fleet Captain:
Eric Zilbert
ezilbert@cde.ca.gov
P-19, #629, Riptide

Webmaster:
Mike Westfield
westfield@potter-pod.com

Secretary/Treasurer:
Pat Brennan
pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net
ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis

Website:
www.potter-yachters.org
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The “early birds” who had arrived Friday were there: Rob Sampson, Bud & Linda Newhall, Danny & Herman
Ward, and Terry Gotcher. Also there were those who arrived Saturday: David White, Rich & Mary McDevitt,
Jean-Pierre “JP” Bouquet, Ed Dove, Don Person, Bud & Bobbi Kerner, Harry Gordon, Judy Blumhorst and son
Joe, and Kevin Crowder with friends Jim Hunt and Dave Kalash. A very good showing with thirteen boats and
twenty-one attendees in all!
Unfortunately, the ankle had not gotten better during the drive up and had swelled
considerably, so I decided that it would not be a good idea to sail, thus Dagmar stayed
on the trailer. Dr. Judy took a look at the ankle, determined it likely was not broken
(which was a relief), and patiently explained the diagnosis of the injury, treatment
suggestions, and a prognosis of projected recovery. Thank you, Judy! We have such
a diverse and talented group. Danny and Herman Ward loaned me this big, orange
bucket to soak it, which really helped. Ironically, it said “Let’s Do This.”
When the winds picked up a little, others took off for an afternoon sail, while I
resigned myself to watching the sailboats and enjoying a leisurely conversation with
Bobbi Kerner and Linda Newhall.

Judy had a particularly novel way of
launching her small Lido sailboat... with a
U-Haul trailer! It worked perfectly and
Harry Gordon remarked that is exactly
where the Potter Yachters launched before
there was a boat ramp at this part of
Woodward.
Mild to moderate
winds were enjoyed
by those who sailed
in the afternoon.
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Potter Yachter Bartender
extraordinaire David White opened
the bar and prescribed a palliative
remedy for my ankle malady, and
mixed me a “Celtic Caribbean
Connection” drink that left me
feeling no pain.
After all returned, the traditional
circle of chairs began to form and
people settled in.

Danny Ward brought a very interesting minicamping trailer that he made himself.

Rich and I broke out the guitars for a few tunes,
after which we had a wonderful pot luck dinner
with generous portions of plentiful food; it was a
sumptuous repast.
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And we were treated to one
of those spectacular Woodward
sunsets.

We used a novel method of
starting the campfire. Bud
Newhall showed us the wisdom of
using an old emergency flare
instead of kindling, and it worked
like a charm. Wonderful
conversation with fantastic friends
by the campfire lasted into the wee
hours.

After morning coffee, the morning
provided better winds than the day
before so several took advantage to
do some sailing before leaving. All in
all, it was a very enjoyable Potter
Yachter weekend at
Woodward!
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A Little History
about Woodward
Reservoir
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by Carl Sundholm

Hail Harry!
I was curious as to when our
Potter Yachter overnights at
Woodward Reservoir began.
After a little research in our
Newsletter Archive, I found the
first mention of Woodward
Reservoir on page 2 of the
March 1979 issue:
June 3 (Sun.): Jim Mangels and Bob Adair
suggest Woodward Reservoir, near Manteca. It’s
supposed to be a good sailing area, and shoreline camping is available. Sailing there in
early June would be better than going there
in later summer heat.

Harry Gordon was there at the first Woodward overnight
sail on June 2-3, 1979. A rave review of the event was
published in the June-July 1979 issue:

Thereafter, Woodward became a permanent part of the Potter Yachters’ annual sailing calendar. And Harry Gordon,
who was there at the first Woodward Overnight, was there again at this year’s event. Hail Harry!!!!
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Woodward Photos by Carl Sundholm

Woodward Photos by Don Person

Bud Newhall channeling Steve Potter

Kevin Crowder and the beautiful Aurora
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Woodward Photos by Rob Sampson

Clockwise (from upper right): Winnie the sailing pug; the circle
starting to form; boat discussions; and more boat discussions.

Potter Yachter Membership
Join the Potter Yachters – the club that has been around since 1978 and, with your participation, will
continue to withstand the test of time. We’re really a bunch of nice folks who would just love to have other
nice folks join us. Your dues help support club activities and publish the newsletter, so you’ll be sure to
know when we’re out sailing, whether that’s in the San Juan Islands, Monterey, the SF Bay, or elsewhere.
Annual dues are $25. Make checks payable to “Pat Brennan”.
Send your payment (with your name and address) to:
See us online at: www.potter-yachters.org

Pat Brennan
1305 Webster Street #C205
Alameda CA, 94501

Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club.
Membership is open to anyone interested in West Wight Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats.

With a Grain of Salt
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and
information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht)
sailors. But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs
finding our way by trial and error and luck.
You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the Potter
Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but you may also
find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that just don’t work for
your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing
experience, or your boat-working skills. So please understand that any
sailing tutorials, suggested boat modifications, recommended cruises,
etc., are the opinion of the author, based presumably on his or her
personal experience and judgment at the time the article or letter was
written.
If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to the
newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest of you in
the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large portion of
your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before
undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique you read about
in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication).
- The Editor

