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Report: Tomales Bay Overnight 

Potter Yachters and Their Kids Enjoy 
  the Magic of Tomales Bay 
 by Carl Sundholm 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 
 

When you discover something really nice, you want to share it with your friends and 

families.  And so it was with one of the best overnight sails on the Potter Yachter calendar:  the 

Tomales Bay overnight. 

For me and Phil Marcelis, at least, this was to be the ñyear of the kidsò at Tomales Bay.  

Phil planned to bring his wife, Kim, and daughters, Emily and Julia, and I planned on bringing 

my son, Sam, and daughter, Anna. 

However, two topics of concern clouded the horizon of anticipation prior to the Tomales 

Bay weekend.  One was the prospective lack of 

parking due to a bicycle racing event taking over 

the upper parking lot at the Miller County Park 

Boat Ramp.  The second was that the kayak 

outfitter groups had taken up all the beach camping 

permits for our usual site on Tomales Beach more 

than six months in advance, so there would be no     
               (Tomales continued on page 6)

    Sunset on Tomales Beach 
Family Time (left ) and Dagmar 
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By Rob Sampson  

 

Well, the official Potter Yachterôs 

sailing calendar is over for the year but 

we tend to have some impromptu events 

throughout the fall and winter too. With 

the super high king tides in the south 

bay, Harry Gordon has organized some memorable slough exploration 

trips in the past. Keep checking the West Wight Potter Forum on 

TrailerSailor.com for Fall and Winter sailing opportunities. 

I didnôt make it to the Delta Bridges Sail this year (still in the 

process of moving) but by all accounts, it sounds like it was a great 

event, albeit with some ñsportingò winds at the beginning. I did 

manage to get out onto the water once, on the World War II Liberty 

Ship SS Jeremiah O'Brien. It did a spin around the bay and out under 

the Golden Gate as part of San Francisco Fleet Week, and then 

stayed out in the bay for the airshow and Blue Angels. I even ran into 

another Potter Yachter, Dave Norris, while boarding the ship and we 

hung out together while enjoying the old ship and the views on the 

bay that day. It was good to get at least a short ñwater fixò.  

Remember to mark your calendars for the Potter Yachters 

Annual Meeting January 24th 2016 at the Oakland Yacht Club. 

Some of us get slips at the Yacht Club and make a weekend of it. 

There can be nice sailing on the Oakland Alameda Estuary and 

out on the Bay in January. 

Moving is still plodding along. My Potter is trapped in the 

garage behind moving debris and boxes. I can tell it wants to be 

sailing.  

See you on the water (sometime), 

Rob   

     The Commodoreõs Corner 

2016 

Jan 24 (Sun) Annual Meeting in the Regatta Room at Oakland Yacht Club. 
Sunday brunch (reasonably priced) typically starts at 9:00, and we haphazardly assemble at 
10:00 ñPotter-timeò; generally an easy sail upstairs and down, perhaps intermediate 
depending on mimosa consumption; overnight option moored at dock with prior arrangement 

Send your ideas for next yearôs sailing venues to our Commodore, Rob Sampson. 

     Club Events on the Horizon Event Calendar 

Shipôs Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 
 Burgees $25.00 

 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 

 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 

 Info Packets $20.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 

Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 

T-Shirt with the club logo on it. 

 Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 

  
 

mailto:py.commodore.rob@gmail.com?subject=Potter%20Yachter%20sailing%20ideas%20for%202016
http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar
mailto:pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net?subject=Want%20to%20purchase%20Potter%20Yachter%20stuff
http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
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From the North (Berkeley, Bay Bridge) 

take 880 S and exit Jackson Street 

turn left off the ramp and go under the freeway 

turn left on 8th Street 
turn left on Webster Street 

follow directions from the Posey Tube (below) 

 

From the South (San Jose, Castro Valley) 

take 880 N to Oakland and exit Broadway 

turn right onto Broadway 

turn right on 7th Street 

turn right on Webster Street 

take the tunnel into Alameda (aka Posey Tube) 

 

From the Posey Tube 
keep left and go over the overpass 

turn left at Atlantic Ave. 

turn left at Triumph Street 

the club is located at the end of the street. 

parking is in front of the club house 

 

Upcoming: Sunday, January 24, 2016 - Breakfast and Meeting 

Annual Club Meeting at Oakland Yacht Club 
The Potter Yachtersô Annual Meeting is set for January 24

th
 from around 10am until 1pm in the Regatta 

Room of the Oakland Yacht Club.  As usual, the club offers a tasty breakfast starting at around 9am. (The 

breakfast menu can sometimes be found with directions to the club on their website: www.oaklandyachtclub.net) 

Any members who joined within the last year are specifically invited to attend this meeting.  Itôs the perfect 

opportunity to introduce yourself, meet like-minded sailors, and let the rest of us enjoy your company.  

Regardless of when you joined, this is the one time we sit down to get a treasurerôs report, nominate officers, and 

discuss future sails, so please make every effort to attend. 

As mentioned elsewhere, the Official 2016 Potter Yachter Calendar will be available at the meeting, so 

bring your checkbook or cash.  On the subject of payments, membership dues are based on the calendar year and 

we vote on the amount at the annual meeting.  Details on how to pay via PayPal will be in the next newsletter. 

As is our custom, there will be a voluntary exchange of nautical gifts after the meeting for those wishing to 

participate.   See you there!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THANKS FROM THE EDITOR 
 

The end of the year snuck up quickly.  Youôll notice that I skipped the November newsletter and 

combined it into this two-month issue.  Due to my personal schedule, the same thing will unfortunately 

happen for January/February. 

Be that as it may, the newsletter continues to serve as a record of the clubôs activities.  People often 

thank me for publishing it, but I donôt do this alone so Iôd like to publicly thank the many contributors who 

provide content for the Potter Yachter Newsletter. 

Iôve gotten regular contributions from our sail hosts during the past year, and Iôd like to thank everyone 

who sent in a photo or an article, including: Carl Sundholm, Ron Reno, Dana Suverkrop, Pat Brennan, Bud 

Kerner, Rob Sampson, Don Person, Jerry Barrilleaux, ñGooseò Gossman, Harry Gordon, Neil Dorf, Kevin 

Crowder, Dave Candey, Jim Smith, Rich McDevitt, Sharon Soule, David Soule, Mike Higgins, Eric Zilbert, 

Judy Blumhorst, Dan Phy, Mark Conry, David White, and Mike Swartz. 

Thatôs quite a list of contributors!  Iôm lucky and grateful to have had even more folks than last year 

providing content for the newsletter. Keep your stories, comments, and news coming! 

May you and your loved ones have a fine holiday season and a happy new year! 

Thank you.  ï Phil, The Editor 

http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1101+Pacific+Marina,+94501&spn=0.027872,0.053571&hl=en
http://oaklandyachtclub.net/about-oyc/facilities
http://oaklandyachtclub.net/about-oyc/facilities
http://oaklandyachtclub.net/galley/menus
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1101+Pacific+Marina,+94501&spn=0.027872,0.053571&hl=en
http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/
mailto:sail@marcelis.com?subject=Potter%20Yachter%20Newsletter%20comments
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First of six bridges:  The Three-Mile Slough Bridge 

Harry Gordon slogs south on the Sacramento River in foulies 
 

Goose powers Gale past the Mokelumne Swing Bridge 
 

Gale, the fastest P-15, pulls in first at Oxbow Marina 
 

The Yachters produced delicacies to accompany dinner provided by our sail hosts 
 

Report: Delta Bridges Sail & Overnight 

A Great Trip (aka Fun with Bridges) 
    by Phil Marcelis 

 

We had a fairly large contingent of Potter Yachters 

gather on Saturday, October 17
th
 for the Bridges Sail and 

Overnight.  We had twenty boats at the start: Jerry B, 

David White, Gerry Nolan, Phil Marcelis, Don Person, 

Dave and Francesca Kautz, Jim Smith, Bruce McDevitt, 

Neil & Becky Dorf, ñGooseò, Harry Gordon, Ralph and 

Al from Auburn, Rich McDevitt, Bud & Bobbi Kerner, 

Danny Ward and his dad Herman, Dana Suverkrop,  Dave & 

Sharon Soule, Dave Candey & Pam, and Bruce & Marilyn.  

Some folks stayed at Delta Marina on 

Friday night and others launched at the Rio 

Vista city ramp, but we all joined up on the 

mighty Sacramento River just south of the 

Rio Vista Lift Bridge.  And ñmightyò it 

was, with serious chop and wind.  It looked 

so unwelcoming that two P-15 skippers 

decided to go as crew on P-19s.  

ñI clocked it at 26 knots on my anemometer,ò commented Bud Kerner.  ñIt was a steady 20. Two P-15s 

decided that was too much wind and left their boats at Delta Marina. They went as crew on two P-19s.ò 

A couple of other small boats attempted it but found the bash against the wind and waves was just too 

uncomfortable and they turned back.  

Once past the first bridge, it was calm and 

relaxing.  We had just a touch of rain as we turned 

onto the San Joaquin River, but those who saw it 

coming had plenty of time to put on some rain gear 

for the few minutes that it lasted.  After that, we had 

a nice breeze and easy sailing over to the obligatory 

stop at Mooreôs Riverboat Bar (and restaurant) just 

around the bend at the intersection of the San Joaquin 

and Mokelumne Rivers. 

Our second bridge was the Mokelumne Swing 

Bridge, just before our port turn entering the mostly 

windless but beautiful Georgiana Slough heading 

toward Oxbow Marina, where we feasted on great food and the company of fellow Potter Yachters. 

http://www.charts.noaa.gov/OnLineViewer/18661.shtml
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The slough diverged in a watery way 
where Walnut Grove to one end lay 
and ice-cream beckoned a destination, 
but that would be ñthe path not taken.ò 

An ode to the Walnut Grove Bascule Bridge: 

(with apologies to Robert Frost) 

Heading toward Tyler Island Swing Bridge 
 

Georgiana Slough Swing Bridge 
 

ñBud and Bobbi set out a 

fantastic pulled-pork dinner with 

the best brownies I have ever 

tastedò, Jerry B excitedly posted 

on TSBB.  ñAnd David brought 

out his portable bar ï THANK 

YOU!  (Hope to see photos.)ò 

   [Here you go, Jerry! ïEd.] 

After a good nightôs sleep, 

we enjoyed Oxbowôs hot break-

fast and then had our skippersô meeting on the dock, where 

we decided to forgo the famous Walnut Grove ice cream shop, 

since that would have added over an hour to our trip and the 

weather was predicted to worsen later that afternoon.  So when we 

left Georgiana Slough at Walnut Grove, we turned away from that 

cityôs green bridge, and a Robert Frost thought paraphrased itself 

in my head; ñWell, thereôs the bridge not taken.ò 

All told, we went under 6 bridges: 

Three-Mile Slough Lift Bridge, Mokelumne 

River Swing Bridge, Tyler Island Swing 

Bridge, Georgiana Slough Swing Bridge, 

Isleton Bascule Bridge, and Rio Vista Lift 

Bridge.  
It was a trip well worth making! 

 

Goose reads up on foiling monohulls in SAIL magazine 
 

Bruce explains the finer points of sail trim to Gerry 
 

Georgiana Slough: Harbor seal catching fish for breakfast 
 

Interesting mechanism of Isleton Bascule Bridge 
 

Passing south under the Rio Vista Lift Bridge 
 

https://www.google.com/#q=%22Robert+Frost%22+%22Road+not+taken%22+original+text
https://www.google.com/#q=%22Robert+Frost%22+%22Road+not+taken%22+original+text
http://www.bartleby.com/119/1.html
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(Tomales continued from page 1) 
permits for tent camping on the beach and weôd be sleeping with the families on the boats. 

Due to concerns about the prospective potential lack of parking at Tomales Bayôs Miller County Park boat 

ramp, I made an extra effort to get everything ready the day before and picked up the boat and trailer from the 

boatyard early on Saturday morning, with my daughter Anna.  My son Sam, now being old enough to drive and 

having a car of his own, was going to drive-up earlier that morning, with the hopes of reserving one of the few 

parking spots for the boat. 

When we arrived at 8:30 a.m. on Saturday morning, it was a relief to see that there were three empty boat 

trailer parking spaces, so parking turned out not to be a problem.   At the ramp we saw Rich and Mary McDevitt, 

Phil and Kim Marcelis with their two daughters Emily 

and Julia, and George and Rebecca Corrigan, with their 

Monty 15. 

After rigging and launching, we enjoyed some 

motoring and sailing.   

 

 

We saw Phil and family cruising nearby. 

 

When we reached our traditional Potter 

Yachter haunts at òTomales Beachò,  we began to 

set up camp in the midst of large groups of 

outfitter grouped kayakers.  While the others were 

off sailing, Rich and I managed to obtain 

possession of one of the beachôs two picnic tables. 

 
































