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Starting at around 9am on April 29

th
, several of us 

converged on Moss Landing.  We arrived at various times on 

Friday, Saturday, and Sunday but we all faced the same threat 

of strong winds and churning waves outside the harbor. 

“We had 8 boats,” Bud Kerner observed in his posting 

on the Trailer Sailor Forum. “Friday and Saturday, the water 

was very rough, with winds of 15+ knots.”  

Those who picked the wrong time to go out were 

greeted with a formidable swell, making the entrance channel 

uncomfortable to transit.  The inner harbor was flatter, but still 

a bit windy and cold.  The small boats stayed within the inner 

harbor, except for David Bacon who appeared to glide along the 

waves nonchalantly on Saturday. 

Four of us (Mike Higgins, Bud Kerner, Don Person, 

and myself) had dinner on Friday at the Sea Harvest restaurant 

and enjoyed Elkhorn Yacht Club’s friendly atmosphere, 

hospitality and well-stocked bar. 

 “The wind dropped off considerably around midnight 

and returned as a manageable breeze,” Mike mentioned the 

next day.  “Navigating the entrance still was tricky because of 

the turbulent waters formed as (See MossLanding continued on page 7) 

 

Report: Wind and Waves in Moss Landing 

 by Phil Marcelis 

The entrance channel can be treacherous at times. 



Page 2  The Potter Yachter 

Above: Dave & Francesca help with the dismasted Vagabond 
Below: Rob motors the rest of the way to Spindrift Marina 

  

By Rob Sampson  
 

Something funny (or not so funny) happened on the way to Spindrift Marina 

in the Delta.  As I was jibing my Vagabond 17 from 3-mile Slough onto the San 

Joaquin River, the pin attaching my port shroud failed and my mast came down. 

The safety precautions I had in place were pretty good.  I had my life jacket 

on. My dog had her life jacket on.  I had 2 working radios, and the Potter 

Yachters I was traveling with were all monitoring channel 68.  I had my SPOT 

locator beacon on and tracking, and could have sent a distress signal if necessary. 

What I should have had but didn’t is the cell phone numbers of the Potters I was sailing with programmed 

into my phone, and most important of all, I should have 

had better shroud pins.  The previous owner had put quick 

release pins on the shrouds and one of those came out.  I 

already had on my “To Do” list to replace those with 

clevis pins and rings.  Obviously, that should have been a 

higher priority on my list.  Even with rings, it is 

recommended that you tape the rings (to keep them from 

snagging on something and pulling out). 

Immediately after the mast came down, I radioed the 

fleet and they turned back to help.  Dave Kautz came 

alongside and rafted up.  Together we “lowered” the sails 

(from out of the water), stowed the boom inside, and 

pulled the mast onboard and lashed it up.  In less than an 

hour we were continuing our journey to Spindrift. 

I still had a fun weekend despite the calamity of 

dismasting.  Good meals and a dock party at the Spindrift. 

For the two camping sails in June (Woodward 

Reservoir and Union Valley Reservoir), I’ll be sailing my 

Gunter Potter 14, so I have until the Cruiser Challenge in 

July to make repairs to the Vagabond (bending the mast 

base piece back into shape and some fiberglass work 

where it pulled out of the deck). 

 

See you on the water; check your standing rigging and stay safe out there, 

Rob  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

     The Commodore’s Corner 

 June 4 (Sat-Sun) Woodward Overnight (Kevin C) 
easy to somewhat intermediate if windy; overnight in boats moored on the beach, or bring a 
sleeping bag & tent and camp on the beach 

 June 18 (Sat-Sun) Union Valley Reservoir Overnight (David W) 
winds mostly from southwest; wide launch ramp; anchor or beach near campgrounds for 
just the cost of launching 

 July 23 (Sat-Sun) Cruiser Challenge 17 (Goose & Dick H) 
runs the gamut from easy to advanced, depending on winds and course; overnight at dock 

 Aug 20 (Sat) Richmond [to Angel Island or alternative] (Jerry B) 
can be intermediate to advanced, depending on winds and waves in the bay 
 

     Club Events on the Horizon Event Calendar 

http://www.cruiserchallenge.com/
http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar
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Upcoming: June 18-19, 2016 

Union Valley Reservoir Sail & Overnight
Sailhost: David White 
 

Since we had such a good turnout and such a good 

weekend last year, we have again planned an overnight 

sail at Union Valley Lake near Placerville/Pollock 

Pines. 

 If you have specific questions, I will be on 

vacation out-of-state until June 6
th
, after 

which I’ll be available from 9:30 am at 

my home office, (916) 965-8480.  We 

will leave for the campsail Wednesday June 

15, staying through June 19th.  During this 

time, I can be reached on my cellphone at 

(916) 716-1935. 

I will go up to Union Valley Lake 

about June 6 or 7 to check for water 

levels for launching, sailing.  If the lake 

is not suitable, I’ll post this 

on the Trailer Sailor forum. 

Their campsites are well-shaded; restrooms & water are nearby.  There’s a grocery store about halfway up Ice 

House Rd. from Highway 50 which is stocked okay. 

Six adults (3 tents) are allowed per campsite.  Fee is $25 per night per site, including one vehicle.  Sites can fit 

2 vehicles, but 2nd vehicle is $7/day extra.  32-34 ft RVs are allowed, but must have full water tanks on 

arrival; there’s no refill at the site.  There is some additional parking near the campsites.  Campsites are very large 

so 3 tents are not crowded together.  We'll try for sites #83, 84, 85 – BUT it is first-come, first-served, so we will 

see... the campgrounds are off Ice House Rd and are called Wench Creek Campgrounds.  See directions. 

If anyone can be there Wednesday or Thursday to help us reserve a 2
nd

 

& 3
rd

 site, please do so, and let me know. 

You can anchor or beach your boat near the campgrounds, and you can 

sleep on your boat for just the launch fee:  $8.  It's best to leave trailers at 

the launch area parking lot.  See the map for the launch area.  This parking 

lot is quite large and can handle many vehicles.  The launch ramp is very 

wide, easily handling 2 boats, launching simultaneously. 

There will be a Happy Hour and Potluck Saturday around 6 pm.  

     David 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2016 PYN, page 3.  

Directions from Hwy 50, east of Sacramento: 
- Take Hwy 50 east to “Ice House Road/Crystal Basin” 
(nearly 9 miles above Pollock Pines. The trip from Sunrise 
Ave, where we live, and this turnoff is about 1 hour or 68.9 
miles.  This is just a “handholder”.) 
- Turn left (north) onto Ice House Rd. 
- STAY ON Ice House Rd when it bears right! 
- It’s about 55 minutes from the Ice House Rd turnoff to the 
campsite due to slow driving with boat and trailer. 
- Continue up Ice House Rd to Wench Creek 
Campgrounds and turn left.  Sign for this road is past the 
group campsites, about a mile down this new road. 
- After the left turn into the Wench Creek campgrounds, 
continue around (almost making a circle) to campsite #83, 
84, 85 (hopefully, as it is first-come, first-served.) 

 
Photo by Don Person 

http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/eldorado/recarea/?recid=71058
http://www.fs.usda.gov/recarea/eldorado/recarea/?recid=71058
http://forum.trailersailor.com/forum.php?id=2
http://potter-yachters.org/members/2016_03.pdf
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Wench+Creek+Campground/@38.8889804,-120.3856988,5267m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x0:0xc08a68e3da36c8f4!2m2!1d-120.378251!2d38.890184
https://www.google.com/maps/dir/Wench+Creek+Campground/@38.8889804,-120.3856988,5267m/data=!3m1!1e3!4m8!4m7!1m0!1m5!1m1!1s0x0:0xc08a68e3da36c8f4!2m2!1d-120.378251!2d38.890184
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Reminder: Think Safety!
As Rob Sampson found out, it’s the little things that get us.  In his case, it was a 

quick releasing shroud anchor pin, like the one pictured here.  Rob admits that 
addressing this weak point should have been higher on his list of things to fix. 

Hindsight is 20-20, as they say.  Now that there’s nothing to be done to prevent 

it, he listed a number of options for quickly addressing the anchor pin.  The easiest 
would have been to simply wrap some tape around the ring.  That’s something you 

should do even with fixed pins that include a retaining ring because those rings 

can and do get caught on a jib sheet or something and can leave them unsecured. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Maybe we can learn from his experience and take stock of our boats.  If you’ve 

been putting off some repair or maintenance work, maybe now is the time to make 

the time. 
While you’re at it, why not get a Vessel Safety Check?  It won’t cost you 

anything and might even highlight issues that you hadn’t considered before. 

 

  Do you have other suggestions?  

  E-mail them to the editor: sail@marcelis.com 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commodore: Vice Commodore: Newsletter Editor: 
  Rob Sampson  Carl Sundholm  Phil Marcelis 

  PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com  sundholm@att.net  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-15, #367, Espero  P-19, Dagmar  P-19, #1487, Family Time 

 P-15 Fleet Captain: P-19 Fleet Captain: Webmaster: 

  David Bacon  Eric Zilbert  Mike Westfield 

  dbacon2636@me.com  ezilbert@cde.ca.gov  westfield@potter-pod.com 

  P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun  P-19, #629, Riptide   
 

 Secretary/Treasurer:   Website: 

  Pat  Brennan   www.potter-yachters.org 
  pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net 

  ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis 

     Officer's Club 

Sailing Get-Togethers in Rio Vista.   
Several Potter Yachters are putting their boats in at 
Rio Vista for what seems like regularly occurring, 
impromptu sails organized by Bud. They generally 
launch from Delta Marina at 10am.  Your sailing 
plans can be announced in The Potter Yachter, too!  

Just send your info to the editor: sail@marcelis.com 

Ship’s Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 

 Burgees $25.00 

 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 
 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 

 Info Packets $20.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 

Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 

T-Shirt with the club logo on it. 

 Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 

  

Vessel Safety Check 

The Vessel Safety Check 

program of both the US Power 

Squadrons and US Coast Guard 

Auxiliary is a very worthwhile 

activity to assist boaters to 

maintain their safety standards 

each year.  These organizations 

have what we call Vessel 

Examiners (VEs) trained and 

qualified to administer these 

check activities which are at no 

charge to any boater be that on a 

power, sail, or paddle craft. 
 

  –Dave Norris 

       Previously of S/V Wings & 

       P19 (#1004) WightCap 
 

Program Information: 
http://cgaux.org/vsc/ 

    and 

www.usps.org/national/vsc/ 

 

You don’t want this type of quick 

release pin securing your shrouds. 

What other things should be on a 

“fix-it now” list? 

mailto:sail@marcelis.com?subject=PYN:%20Suggestions%20for%20safety
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
mailto:sail@marcelis.com?subject=for%20the%20Potter%20Yachter%20Newsletter
mailto:pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net?subject=Want%20to%20purchase%20Potter%20Yachter%20stuff
http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
http://cgaux.org/vsc/
http://www.usps.org/national/vsc/
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Report: Delta Overnight 

Plying the San Francisco Delta in Potter Style
by Phil Marcelis 
 

Our sail host, Jerry B, started the Delta Overnight over at B&W Resort on Saturday, May 14
th

, 2016, although a 

few of us came in from Rio Vista.  In any case, everyone made their way over to Spindrift Marina where the 

ensuing dock party served only to reinforce 

the slanderous rumor that we’re a drinking 

club with a sailing problem.  Never mind that 

Rob has taught me how to make an excellent 

gin and tonic, and Bud is getting me started 

on Gibsons at just about the same rate as I’m 

installing sail slugs and learning how to use 

my GPS chartplotter. 

I put my P19 in the water in Rio Vista and 

was joined later by Rob, who launched his 

Vagabond.  We both stayed at Delta Marina 

on Friday night, and then sailed over to 

Spindrift with two other boats; Dave and 

Francesca, and Bud. 

After a great deal of gusty winds and a minor 

mishap, which Rob explained in this month’s 

Commodore’s 

Corner (page2), we 

finally arrived at 

Spindrift just as 

most of the Potter 

Yachters were 

finishing up their 

lunch.  And I’m 

sure at least one 

person ordered the 

Conch Shell Salad. 
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After that, we all gathered on the docks and 

exchanged lies and other tall tales about our great 

sailing exploits and eventually ended up back at the 

restaurant for dinner. 

I counted 16 boats before I lost track of which ones 

I had counted already.  This is a great venue and the 

perfect place to break out the guitars and the banjo 

and just sit around on the docks jamming.  And 

that’s exactly what Carl, Rich, and I did the next morning after breakfast. 
 

This was another great trip!  Pete even made the long haul up from Southern 

California with just the glimmer of a hope that he’d be able to hitch a ride on 

someone’s boat.  That’s real enthusiasm! 
 

If you didn’t make it this year, you should plan to join us next year.          

This trip is a hoot!  

 

Cruiser Challenge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cruiser Challenge 17! 

Reserve your parking 

space by June 30! 

 

 CruiserChallenge.com 
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http://www.cruiserchallenge.com/
http://www.cruiserchallenge.com/
http://www.cruiserchallenge.com/
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(from left) Jean Alden, Cat’s Meow, Sarah Anne, and Family Time 

(MossLanding continued from page 1)  
the big ocean swell dashed against the jetties 

bordering the entrance.  The conditions 

immediately offshore were not much better.  

However, this changed about a mile from the 

entrance.  There, the chaotic conditions found 

near the beach were replaced by the more 

regular big ocean swell left by the storm that 

passed through the night before.  A steady 5 to 

10 knot westerly pushed my boat up and down 

those big, smooth waves.  NOAA’s report of 

seven foot swell seemed about right.” 

 There’s quite a difference between 

sailing the southern parts of San Francisco 

Bay and sailing in Monterey Bay.  Every time 

I launch at Moss Landing, I’m always 

surprised by (and sometimes a bit fearful of) 

the imposing swell.  I usually motor out the 

entrance at the wrong time, bob around like a 

cork in a washing machine, and motor back after a few minutes.  Friday afternoon was no exception, but I felt 

better when Mike put into the water and said at that time, “I stayed in the Moss Landing harbor because of the 

rough conditions in the harbor entrance and the strong winds offshore.”  

 You don’t necessarily have to sail way out 

offshore to see things.  There’s wildlife in the 

harbor, too: Sea lions hauled out on docks and 

boats, otters relaxing by the beach, and researchers 

keeping tabs on the otters relaxing by the beach. 

And you can’t forget Phil’s Eatery in south harbor. 

However, to see some whales you almost assuredly need to get 

out of the harbor.  Mike reported seeing a whale on his way several 

miles due west of the harbor, although he noted, “the dolphins were 

more cooperative photographic subjects.” 

I found that to be true, too.  Bud and I went out on Sunday 

morning as soon as the wind came up, which was around 8:30 am and 

we drifted around as a whole line of dolphins made their way right up 

to and around our boats in the course of what I assume was their 

breakfast fish-hunting pack.  It was such a clear morning that you could 

see them (and the seagulls hovering over them) from miles away. 
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Part of a large school of several dozen long-beaked dolphins that were feeding and entertaining tourists. 

Photo: Mike Higgins 

A line of dolphins speeds past Bud as some hopeful seagulls hover overhead 

Julian’s Aquarius 21 heads into the freshening breeze and building waves 

Wind was fairly 

mild, but the waves were 

still rocking the boat 

around.  Around 11:30am, 

with the autopilot in 

command, I ducked into 

the cabin for a granola bar 

then turned back to the 

cockpit and leaned down 

for my drink.  Just at that 

moment, the boat lurched 

sideways and the 

movement immediately 

set my stomach churning.  

This was the first time that 

I suffered any kind of 

symptoms of seasickness 

on my boat.  The feeling 

was very minor, but 

persistent so I took over 

for the autopilot and kept 

my eyes on the horizon.  

As the wind picked up and 

the waves worsened, I 

decided to head back into 

the harbor.  It must have 

been a good idea because 

the VHF crackled to life 

with Bud’s voice, “I think 

it’s time to head back in, 

so that’s what I’m gonna 

do.” 

Just about that 

time, an Aquarius 21 

headed out the entrance 

channel with Julian at the 

helm, helped by Pete who 

drove up from Southern 
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Captain Julian (blue hat) and Pete with tired crewmembers 

Heading out into the rugged waters of Monterey Bay 

California, and two crew members from Santa Cruz.  Conditions worsened unexpectedly quickly and there were 

a few whitecaps visible from the harbor entrance, so I was relieved to see them safely enter the harbor around 1 

pm.  They all looked pretty tuckered out, though. 

 

We enjoyed a typical Potter weekend; good 

people and nice surroundings.  As for myself, I can’t 

wait to get back to Moss Landing again!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Congratulations!  Thanks to all of you who responded to the Hidden Message Mystery Challenge!  

It’s apparently time for me to start planning the next mystery.  I’m pleased that everyone who sent me 
email was able to decode the hidden message mystery.  For the rest of you, the slashes are actually a 

Morse Code message which reads, “JOIN THE POTTER YACHTERS ON A SAIL SOMEDAY”.-Ed. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Potter Yachter Membership 
 

   Join the Potter Yachters – the club that has been around since 1978 and, with your participation, will 

continue to withstand the test of time.  We’re really a bunch of nice folks who would just love to have other 
nice folks join us.  Your dues help support club activities and publish the newsletter, so you can join us on 

sails in person or vicariously through our stories.   Annual dues are $25 per family. 

   Make checks payable to “Pat Brennan”, or use PayPal to pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net, or try this link: 
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/25 and include “Potter Yachter Dues” in the notes.  

                                      Send your payment (with Pat Brennan 

 Or see us online at:  your name and address) to: 1305 Webster Street #C205 
 www.potter-yachters.org  Alameda CA, 94501 

 
 

Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club. 

Membership is open to anyone interested in West Wight Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats. 

Mike Higgins with Jean Alden in this expertly taken “selfie” 
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mailto:pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net?subject=Potter%20Yachter%20Dues
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/25
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
https://www.facebook.com/PotterYachters


 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

With a Grain of Salt 
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and 

information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht) 

sailors.  But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs 
finding our way by trial and error and luck. 

 

You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the Potter 

Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but you may also 

find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that just don’t work for 

your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing 

experience, or your boat-working skills.  So please understand that any 

sailing tutorials, suggested boat modifications, recommended cruises, 

etc., are the opinion of the author, based presumably on his or her 

personal experience and judgment at the time the article or letter was 

written. 
 

If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to the 

newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest of you in 

the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large portion of 

your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before 

undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique you read about 

in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication). 

- The Editor 


