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Standing watch on the bow of Family Time 
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omales Bay, Hog Island, Dillon Beach, Point Reyes, Inverness: Wonderful names of 

wonderful places in Northern California. Tomales Bay is unlike any other bay on the west coast. 

It is a sort of a reverse, mini Baja. The long finger of the Point Reyes Peninsula forms the western 

edge of the bay, which is long and narrow and open to the Pacific on its north end.  The Potter 

Yachters have been visiting this magical spot for 

over 20 years.  The bay is known as a breeding 

ground for the great white shark, a home for giant 

sleeper waves, and delicious oysters. It also provides 

a venue for extraordinarily good sailing. 

 Oriented north-south, the bay, coupled with the 

prevailing west and north-westerly winds, makes for 

brisk sailing with minimal chop. (See Tomales on page 9) 

 

Report: Potter Yachters on 

  Tomales Bay 

 

by Eric Zilbert 

T 



Page 2  The Potter Yachter 

  

By Rob Sampson  
 

We had a great weather window for Delta Bridges Sail and Overnight.  The 

only problem was not much wind so it was more motor sailing than sailing.  The 

weekend was host Bud Kernerôs 80th birthday so he and Bobbi put on a big party 

at the Oxbow Marina Overnight.  Thanks Bud and Bobbi, and Happy Birthday 

Bud! 

The Delta Bridges sail was the last official event on the 2016 sailing 

calendar, but keep an eye on the Trailer Sailor West Wight Potter Forum for any spontaneous events that 

sometimes come up. 

Mark your Calendar for Sunday, January 22 for the Potter Yachtersô Annual Meeting.  The meeting will be 

in the Regatta Room at the Oakland Yacht Club as always.    We usually have brunch at the Yacht Club at 9 a.m. 

followed by the meeting at 10 a.m.  Bring a small wrapped gift if you would like to participate in the gift 

exchange. 

See you on the water or at the meeting, 

Rob 

 
  

     The Commodoreõs Corner 

 Jan 22 (Sun) Potter Yachter Annual Meeting at the Oakland Yacht Club 
Brunch around 9 am followed by the meeting around 10 am (Potter Time) in the Regatta Room. 
Weôll discuss next yearôs sailing schedule, review club finances, and nominate officers. 
A limited number of Official Potter Yachter Calendars will be offered for sale at the meeting.   
If youôre inclined to take part in a gift exchange after the meeting, bring a small wrapped gift. 

  

     Club Events on the Horizon Event Calendar 

 Commodore: Vice Commodore: Newsletter Editor: 

  Rob Sampson  Carl Sundholm  Phil Marcelis 

  PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com  sundholm@att.net  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-15, #367, Espero  P-19, Dagmar  P-19, #1487, Family Time 

 P-15 Fleet Captain: P-19 Fleet Captain: Webmaster: 

  David Bacon  Eric Zilbert  Mike Westfield 

  dbacon2636@me.com  ezilbert@cde.ca.gov  westfield@potter-pod.com 
  P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun  P-19, #629, Riptide   

 

 Secretary/Treasurer:   Website: 
  Pat  Brennan   www.potter-yachters.org 

  pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net 

  ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis 

     Officer's Club 

Suggestions for Club Sails 

Some suggestions sent in by members include launching in Stockton for Windmill Cove and 

Acker Island, launching in Vallejo for Mare Island, and organizing a Bay Area Messabout. 

Send your suggestions to The Commodore (PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com) for possible 

discussion at the Annual Meeting and inclusion in the upcoming sailing event calendar. 

http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
mailto:PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com
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Upcoming: Sunday, January 22, 2017 - Breakfast and Meeting 

Annual Club Meeting at Oakland Yacht Club 
The Potter Yachtersô Annual Meeting is set for January 22

nd
 from around 10 a.m. until 1pm in the Regatta Room 

of the Oakland Yacht Club.  As usual, OYC offers a tasty breakfast starting at around 9 a.m. (The breakfast 

menu can sometimes be found, with directions to the club, on their website: www.oaklandyachtclub.net) 

 

Any members who joined within the last year are specifically invited to attend this meeting.  Sometimes we get a 

little caught up in sailing off in different directions and donôt get to meet new members at the monthly sails.  

This is the perfect opportunity to introduce yourself, meet like-minded sailors, and let the rest of us enjoy your 

company.  Regardless of when you joined, this is the one time we sit down to get a treasurerôs report, nominate 

officers, and discuss future sails, so please make every effort to attend. 

 

As mentioned elsewhere, the Official 2017 Potter Yachter Calendar will be available at the meeting, so bring 

your checkbook or cash; theyôre $10 at the meeting, or $15 pre-paid for mailing.  A limited quantity were 

printed, so youôre advised to reserve your copy early.  Members can reserve calendars to be picked up at the 

annual meeting by emailing a request to Pat (pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net).  If you wish to have one mailed via 

USPS, you can send $15 to Pat using PayPal (and put ñfor calendarò along with your address in the ñcommentò 

section) or send a check for $15 to Pat Brennan (1305 Webster Street  C205, Alameda, CA 94501). 

 

Membership dues are based on the calendar year and itôs been $25 per family for many years, but we still vote on 

the amount at the annual meeting.  You may pay the treasurer directly following the meeting. 

 

As is our custom, there will be a voluntary exchange of nautical gifts after the meeting for those wishing to 

participate.   See you there!  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Shipôs Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 
 Burgees $25.00 
 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 
 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 
 Info Packets $20.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.  
          Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 

From the North (Berkeley, Bay Bridge) 

take 880 S and exit Jackson Street 

turn left off the ramp and go under the freeway 

turn left on 8th Street 

turn left on Webster Street 

follow directions from the Posey Tube (below) 

 

From the South (San Jose, Castro Valley) 
take 880 N to Oakland and exit Broadway 

turn right onto Broadway 

turn right on 7th Street 

turn right on Webster Street 

take the tunnel into Alameda (aka Posey Tube) 

 

From the Posey Tube 

keep left and go over the overpass 

turn left at Atlantic Ave. 

turn left at Triumph Street 

the club is located at the end of the street. 

parking is in front of the club house 
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http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/index.cfm?ID=160&Download=%291%5B%2257B%26%2CQ%2D%2DK%0A&f=1248
http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/index.cfm?ID=160&Download=%291%5B%2257B%26%2CQ%2D%2DK%0A&f=1248
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Oakland+Yacht+Club/@37.7866266,-122.3472736,10.25z/data=!4m13!1m7!3m6!1s0x808f872ada0b955d:0xd2ccdd830046f193!2s1101+Pacific+Marina,+Alameda,+CA+94501!3b1!8m2!3d37.783436!4d-122.264663!3m4!1s0x0:0x44daf69c8d36b1da!8m2!3d37.7833734!4d-122.2648334?hl=en
http://www.oaklandyachtclub.net/
mailto:pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/15
http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=1101+Pacific+Marina,+94501&spn=0.027872,0.053571&hl=en
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Heading towards Three Mile Slough 

The Fleet going thru the Isleton Bridge 

Who said Potters can't fly? 

The author at ease in the cockpit 
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The Fleet heading down the Sacramento River 

Report: Converging on Rio Vista for a Favorite 

The Fifth ñBridgesò Sail 
by Bud Kerner 

 

We had upwards of 20 boats on this yearôs sail. 18 

started in Rio Vista and two picked us up en route. Over half 

the boats came in on Friday; 11 to be exact.  With the 

exception of the Soule's, who arrived late from Nevada, we 

all had dinner at The Pointe restaurant. I had friends fly in 

from New York for my birthday party (more on that later) 

and they also joined us for dinner. 

The forecast was for clear weather and very little wind. 

Unfortunately, this was one of the times the forecast was right. 

It might have been the least wind of all the Bridges Sails. 

The fleet got under way at about 10:30 a.m., and we all 

grouped at the Three Mile Slough Bridge, and went under it as a unit. Who says you can't herd cats?! 

We met Jerry Barrilleaux sailing Sunshine on Three Mile Slough. The fleet motored through the slough to the 

San Joaquin River, and motored upriver to the Mokelumne River. There we picked up our 20
th
 boat. 

Unfortunately, I don't remember their names. Moore's Riverboat was closed so we motored on. One interesting 

note: Judy's old P19, Redwing, was tied up at their dock. Someone went in and took a look at it. They said it had 

quite a bit of growth on the hull, like maybe it had been there for a while. 

We all gathered at the Mokelumne River Bridge, and went thru as a 

unit. One thing about motoring, we all stayed together as a group. Under 

sail, because of various reasons, we tend to spread out. Motoring in a 

straight line also reduces overall sail time. We entered Georgiana Slough 

and arrived at the Oxbow Marina at 3:30 p.m. 



The Potter Yachter  Page 5 

Joan reading her poem. 

Some folks were looking for a shortcut 

Because of conflicts with other events, 

such as The Bass Festival in Rio Vista, the 

weekend of October 22
nd
 was the only 

weekend that worked for the Bridges Sail this 

year. Since my 80
th
 birthday fell on that 

weekend, my family decided to have a party to 

go along with the Potterôs dinner.  

David White and Cheryl came by 

car, since his Wee Boat was still 

hampered by mast issues. 

One of the highlights for me 

was the poem Joan Savarese wrote 

on a paper towel while sailing. 

As always the Oxbow Marina 

provided an outstanding setting. I 

don't think you can find a cleaner 

marina. Sunday morning they 

provided a very nice Continental 

breakfast for us, and we were 

underway at 9:30 a.m. continuing up 

the Georgiana Slough to the 

Sacramento River.  

 The forecast held and there was 

no wind, so we all motored down the 

Sacramento. Some, like Goose's 

Potter, were faster than most. With 

not much hope of wind most boats 

were taking their mains down and 

becoming motor boats.  

Gerry Nolan and Art Fox tried to 

take Gerry's Potter 15 overland, it 

didn't work. 

We all made it back to Rio Vista. 

One ComPac had engine trouble two 

miles from Rio Vista. It so happened 

that the Soule's were right there and 

towed them back. 

I think everyone had a good 

time, I know I did. 

Maybe next year we might get a 

little wind.  


















