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The first Potter Yachter event of 2018 was held on
Sunday, February 25th at the Oakland Yacht Club. There
were 19 club members present. P15 Captain, Dave Bacon,
and Commodore, Eric Zilbert, were the speakers for a
general session on seamanship. The morning began with
breakfast and the meeting commenced at 10:30.
The meeting began with introductions, and based on a
back of the envelope calculation, there was at least 500
years of sailing experience in the room, so it was a tough
crowd. Dave started the presentation with an explanation
of what it means to "sail behind the curve." He explained
that, in terms of the normal distribution of sailing skill
and knowledge, he had often – early in his career – found
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himself somewhat below average. He explained how this
Dave Bacon at the whiteboard with Eric Zilbert (in black cap) up next.
came up, again and again, with each new situation he faced.
Dave went on to explain that safety went beyond having the proper equipment but involved knowing how to handle the
boat and sails so as to avoid trouble. He reminded us that the primary goal was to keep the water out of the boat, keep the
people in the boat, and try to look good doing it. His first topic was weather, and his advice was "Know where the fronts
are." He noted that for most of the sailing year (May - September) winds and conditions tend to be fairly consistent.
However, sailing at other times is greatly affected by weather systems when they come through.
He next spoke about heavy weather sailing and how to deal with emergencies. He presented an in-depth discussion of
how to power-up and de-power the main and jib to keep the boat going where you want it to, in the manner that you want it
to. Dave shared a number of tips about using the Cunningham, out-haul, and boom-vang, to flatten or twist the main to best
advantage for the conditions. He also discussed placement of key hardware on the boat, such as the jib sheet cleats and
location of the main sheet (both forward).
Dave explained the importance of having a system for executing important maneuvers such as
tacking, jibing, raising and lowering sails underway, and reefing. He emphasized that, when an
emergency occurs, one should make a plan as to how to address it, and then execute the plan step
by step until it is completed. In this way, one avoids panic which can lead to even more trouble.
Eric stepped up to finish the session with a series of reminders to sailors about the utility of
charts, proper VHF radio communications, and understanding tides and currents. The topics were
selected based on experience gained from hosting or participating in Potter Yachter sails over the
last twenty years. His main points were to have, look at, and know how to read the chart for the
area in which you will be sailing, and check it before you set out. He went over radio protocol,
and finished with an explanation of the rule of twelfths for determining the height of the tides.
All in all, it was a fun event. Participants asked excellent questions, and many stories were
Dave’s book,
swapped about incidents while under sail. Thoroughly enjoyable, and informative, too!
Available on Amazon

Ship’s Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:

Also in this issue:

Show your colors! Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail!
Burgees
$25.00
Bumper stickers $ 2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text)
Patches
$ 2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped)
Info Packets
$20.00 (Primarily P-15 information)
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.
Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
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The Commodore’s Corner
By Eric Zilbert

Welcome to 2018. We are back with another fantastic edition of the Potter
Yachter newsletter for you to enjoy. We have completed one event already since
our meeting in January. Dave Bacon and I gave a workshop on seamanship, that
was very well attended and, I think all will agree, very informative. See the write up
in this very edition!
One of the things I talked about was the utility and importance of charts. I brought
this up because many times I have seen sailors struggle in new locations because
of chart reading (or lack thereof). When sailing in familiar waters a chart seems less than necessary. However,
the ability of a chart to show you where you are should not be discounted, even if you know a place well and
have GPS. Fog can get thick, GPS can fail. Knowing compass headings can help with steering in fog or in the
dark. If you have a depth meter, the soundings on a chart can tell you where you are and keep you on course.
Charts fundamentally tell us about the depth of the water we are sailing in, the location of various aids to
navigation (markers), and information about bridge heights, restricted areas, and shipping lanes. They also
provide information about features on shore such as cliffs, towers, and other structures that are helpful for
identifying ones location off an unfamiliar shore.
Learn how to read the designations for the various markers, and know how to read and use the compass rose
to determine the declination of magnetic north from true north. And always look to see how depth is marked on
the chart you are using! Look for the note that says,
Soundings in _________ (fathoms, meters, or feet).
Offshore charts are typically marked in fathoms (1 fathom
equals six feet), detail charts of harbors are marked it
feet, and inland waters, such as the Sacramento River
and the deep water channel, are marked in meters! If
your tide table is in feet, some conversion will be required
to determine actual depth. This is an easy mistake to
make, especially when using a chartbook, which does not
always indicate what metric the soundings are in on
every page. So know what your soundings are in, and
take a look at a chart once in a while, even if you think
you know an area well.

Safe sailing, and see you out there.

Have you paid your dues? ($25/family) – PayPal is easy.
Mail a check to Pat (see Potter Yachter Membership, page 5) or send it by PayPal to your friend
pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net indicating “2018 Potter Yachter dues” in the notes.

Club Events on the Horizon
Mar 17 (Sat-Sun)

Event Calendar

St. Patrick’s Day Weekend Sail and Dinner

(Carl S)

easy to intermediate depending on wind and how far out we go; overnight at docks

Apr 14 (Sat-Sun)

Benicia Sail with Optional overnight

(Goose)

intermediate when wind picks up; overnight at docks

Apr 21 (Sat)

Richmond Sail and Power Boat Show

(Pat B)

easy to intermediate; Boat Show Thurs-Sun; “sail-by” Sat afternoon; overnight at docks
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Participation in Potter Yachter Sailing Events

Recommended Gear and Safety Equipment Guidelines
For Potter Yachter sails, we recommend that you bring the necessary gear in working
order to ensure that you are able to control your vessel under the conditions at hand.
We further suggest that you bring sufficient safety equipment to deal with adverse
circumstances and meet applicable laws and United States Coast Guard regulations.
Our guidelines for gear and safety equipment include (but are not limited to) the
following:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

U.S.C.G. approved Personal Flotation Device for each person (Type I, II, III, or V)
U.S.C.G. approved Visual Distress Signals (e.g. flares, etc.)
U.S.C.G. approved efficient Sound-Producing Device (e.g. Air Horn, etc.)
U.S.C.G. approved B-1 type hand portable fire extinguisher.
U.S.C.G. approved throwable device (e.g. boat cushion, ring or horseshoe buoy).
Working Motor (with sufficient clean gas)
Tow Line (150 feet)
Marine VHF Radio
Anchor, chain, and 250 feet of line, sufficient to secure the vessel
First Aid Kit
Manual Bilge Pump and Bailing Bucket

Sailing can be a dangerous activity so please be careful, be prepared, and be safe.
Caveat: The Potter Yachters are an informal, non-litigious, sailing club. Therefore, participation in any Potter
Yachter event constitutes agreement to assume the risk of injury or damages arising out of that event as it
concerns the Potter Yachters and their members, and an agreement to waive any claims against the club and
its members relating thereto. Have fun and sail safely.

Officer's Club
Commodore:
Eric Zilbert
ezilbert@cde.ca.gov
P-19, #629, Riptide

Vice Commodore:
Newsletter Editor:
Rob Sampson
Phil Marcelis
PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com
sail@marcelis.com
P-15, #367, Espero
P-19, #1487, Family Time

P-15 Fleet Captain:
David Bacon
dbacon2636@me.com
P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun

P-19 Fleet Captain:
Carl Sundholm
sundholm@att.net
P-19, Dagmar

Secretary/Treasurer:
Pat Brennan
pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net
ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis

Webmaster:
Phil Marcelis
sail@marcelis.com

Website & Facebook:
www.potter-yachters.org
fb.me/PotterYachters
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Upcoming: April 14 , 2018

Benicia Sail and Overnight
Sail Host: Goose

Directions to 9th Street Ramp, Benicia
From I-680:
Exit onto I-780 West towards Benicia
Exit at Military East
Stay along water until 9th
From I-80:
Exit onto I-780 East towards Benicia
Exit at Southampton Rd
Head toward water (veering by Taco Bell)
Turn Right immediately onto W. K St.
Turn Left onto W. 9th St.
To Benicia Marina:
Exit 5th Street and ramp is at end of 5th.
nd
Marina office for check-in is on 2 Street.

April 14 is the annual sail from Benicia (California's first
capitol!). It has always been well attended; usually with 15-20
boats. Many make it a weekend and get a slip at Benicia Marina.
For those who would like to try something new, anchoring out at the
Benicia State Park is an option. It's protected, shallow, and has lots
of wildlife. This is always an interesting sail, and one that you’ll
surely not want to miss.
Winds and weather in early spring are typically perfect; with 70ish temps and 8-15 knot winds. Currents usually determine where
we sail to. This year, tides are low at 8 am and high around 2 pm so
we may get a flood-assisted downwind
sail to the remnants of the Mothball
fleet. After lunch aboard, and catching the
ebb back to the ramp or marina, we can
relax before heading to the Benicia YC or
my house for refreshments and dinner.
Wherever we go, you can be assured of
tasty food and great company.
Free launch and parking at 9th Street
ramp in Benicia, with skipper's meeting
about 10am. Those who are staying at
the Benicia Marina (707/745-2628), you
could use their ramp instead. (Be mindful
of the low-tide when using either ramp.)
Main Street, just a few blocks away,
has lots of shops, antiques, and art for non-sailors. The Union Hotel is cool, and not expensive.
If the weather is good, I'm planning (again) on going up to Napa on Sunday for 1-2 nights. If anyone wants
to join in, it should be fun. We'll leave Sunday after breakfast and stay either at the Napa Marina, the public
dock (if available to overnight), or anchor out. It's about 20 miles, so figure 1-5 hours each way, depending on
conditions and horsepower! See you there!

Goose

The NOAA Chart for the area is available online for free:
http://www.charts.noaa.gov/InteractiveCatalog/nrnc.shtml

Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published on page 3 of this issue.

The Potter Yachter
Upcoming: Marina Bay YH – Saturday, April 21, 2018

Richmond Sail & Boat Show
Sail Host: Pat Brennan

Join the Potter Yachters in Richmond for the boat show
festivities on Saturday, April 21st. Since the boat show runs
from April 19-22, some folks may want to show up on or
before Friday and stay past Sunday. Make arrangements
directly with Marina Bay Yacht Harbor (510-236-1013).
We will be launching at Marina Bay Yacht Harbor and
expect to be underway by 10am. This event typically involves
a parade by the Pacific Sail & Power Boat Show which is
being held at the Craneway Pavilion this year. If you have a
horn, plan to use it as we pass in review. After the parade,
some will probably stop for lunch and attend the show, while
others may decide to sail over to Angel Island (weather
permitting) and lunch at Angel Island Café (open 10-4).
If you are going to get a slip, Jerry B. suggests you see
the Harbormaster before you enter the parking lot. You might
get a passkey to the lot, which saves you $12.00 on parking.
The website says that Boat/US members receive a 25%
discount on slips, so you’d only pay $12/night for a slip.
Looks like low tide will be -0.6 ft. at 11am, which folks
have said makes for difficult launching & retrieval of larger
boats like the P-19. The harbor reports slip depth of 10-12 feet
at MLLW (0 ft.), so it may be advisable to launch Friday
afternoon and get a slip for Friday and Saturday nights, then
retrieve on Sunday before 10 am or after 3 pm.
There are now three restaurants at the marina:
Assemble at Craneway Pavilion (10-2:30) is only open to boat
show attendees and Salute e Vita Ristorante (11-9:30) for
Italian. Anh Vietnamese Kitchen (11-9) is adjacent to Salute.
So, if you like the choices, the days of bringing your own
food and drinks here are over.
See you there!
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We launch at Marina Bay Yacht Harbor:
1340 Marina Way South, Marina Bay, CA
Phone: (510) 236-1013
Hours: Monday - Sunday 9am to 5pm
Guest slips are available by reservation:
$.65 / foot, minimum $16 / night
(Mention Boat/US for possible 25% discount)
Directions to Marina Bay (www.mbyh.com)
Cross street: Marina Way South and Hall Ave.
From Marin:
I-580E over the Richmond/San Rafael Bridge
(towards Richmond/Oakland)
Exit at Marina Bay Parkway
Turn Right onto Marina Bay Parkway
Turn Right onto Regatta Blvd.
Turn Left onto Marina Way South
From San Francisco/Oakland:
I-80 E/I-580 W
Take Pt. Richmond/San Rafael Exit to I-580 W
Exit at Marina Bay Pkwy/S 23rd St
Turn Left onto Marina Bay Pkwy
Turn Right onto Regatta Blvd.
Turn Left onto Marina Way South

Low tide is at 11am Sat.- More tide/current info at:
http://www.sailwx.info/tides/tidemap.phtml

Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published on page 3 of this issue.

Potter Yachter Membership
Join the Potter Yachters – the club that has been around since 1978 and, with your participation, will
continue to withstand the test of time. We’re really a bunch of nice folks who would just love to have other
nice folks join us. Your dues help support club activities and publish the newsletter, so you can join us on
sails in person or vicariously through our stories. Annual dues are $25 per family.
Make checks payable to “Pat Brennan”, or use PayPal to pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net, or try this link:
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/25 and include “Potter Yachter Dues” in the notes.
Send your payment (with Pat Brennan
Or see us online at:
your name and address) to: 1305 Webster Street #C205
www.potter-yachters.org
Alameda CA, 94501
Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club.
Membership is open to anyone interested in West Wight Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats.

With a Grain of Salt
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and
information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht)
sailors. But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs
finding our way by trial and error and luck.
You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the Potter
Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but you may also
find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that just don’t work for
your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing
experience, or your boat-working skills. So please understand that any
sailing tutorials, suggested boat modifications, recommended cruises,
etc., are the opinion of the author, based presumably on his or her
personal experience and judgment at the time the article or letter was
written.
If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to the
newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest of you in
the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large portion of
your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before
undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique you read about
in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication).
- The Editor

