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Newsletter of the Longest Lasting West Wight Potter Club in the World

June 2018

Report: The Potter Yachter Delta Sail 2018
A Pedestrian View
by Carl Sundholm

A

A Delta festooned with whitecaps but no powerboats

lthough I didn’t get to sail on Jerry Barrilleaux’s 2018 Delta Sail, I did drive up to hang
out and dine with the Potter Yachters at the Spindrift Marina. By the time I arrived on Brannan
Island Road, which follows the sail route, the fleet had already left and the wind was strongly
blowing at between 20-25 miles per hour, with no sailboat in sight. Even the powerboats were off
(See Delta Sail continued on page 15)
the river, and the river was festooned with white caps.
Ship’s Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:

Also in this issue:

Show your colors! Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail!
Burgees
$25.00
Bumper stickers $ 2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text)
Patches
$ 2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped)
Info Packets
$20.00 (Primarily P-15 information)
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.
Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters
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The Commodore’s Corner
By Eric Zilbert

Ahoy Potter Yachters!
Ah, the epic sailing road trip! You dream, you plan, and you try to anticipate every need,
but can never quite get it all right. Our recent 1,400-mile commute to and from the great
Northwest came off reasonably well, but there were a few sticking points.
First, you have to remember that this is mostly a trailering exercise. This means vehicle and
trailer need to be in excellent shape. I prepared the car early with a cooling system check,
and made sure the spare was aired and I had all the equipment needed to change a tire on both the car and trailer. This
includes bringing an extra-large, properly-sized lug wrench for the trailer wheels, as well as a large can of WD40 for
loosening them up.
I made sure the trailer lights worked. Took the trailer out for a spin, got the tires and spare inflated to spec., checked
and lubed the bearings. Check, check, check.
My preparations were not in vain. Going north on I-5, just before Dunsmuir, the ride became very uncomfortable.
Turned out one of the trailer tires was delaminating. This is probably because the trailer sits for so long in one place, I
don’t think I had moved it since last October. The tread looked perfect, but it was peeling off in strips. There was a good
turnout to pull over, and I replaced the tire fairly quickly. The rig made it to Salem, where we spent the night, and the
next day I got a new tire at Les Schwab. Should have bought two, as the second tire went out on the way home just past
Redding. I was happy to have a spare, but should have had Les and the guys put two new tires on the rig.
So, the lesson seems to be, “Sail more if you want the tires to survive.”
Now for what I did not pay enough attention to. The thing that happens on a multiple day trip on the water is you need
to motor quite a bit. On this trip it was motoring a lot. I did nothing to the motor in prep for the trip. I did do a lot of
work preparing the boat (including creating rain protection), but not the outboard motor. I always do an oil change at
the end of the sailing year, and I did check the oil. However, the motor (a Nissan 4-stroke, 5HP model purchased in 1998)
had been somewhat temperamental in the gear-shift department, occasionally starting in gear. A short while into the
trip I discovered it was also starting to stick in one gear, either forward or reverse, and required direct intervention from
above to function properly (no, not divine intervention… by this I mean I had to take the cover off and release the safety
manually). This got tiresome, and I still need to fully repair it.
The other thing that became obvious early in the trip was that the linkage to the gas tank was leaking a small amount at
the coupling, which made the boat stink like gasoline. At Gig harbor I was able to repair it, but that was after three days
of fumes. So the motor and fuel line is something to think about.
All in all we kept the people in the boat, the water out of the boat, looked good doing it, and had a great trip.
See you on the water!

Club Events on the Horizon
Aug 04 (Sat-Sun)

NOTE: CLIPPER COVE Date change!

New Spicer Meadow Reservoir Sail & Overnight

Check Calendar

(Mike K)

easy lake sail; winds can be light or gusty; campsite for those overnighting

Aug 11 (Sat)

Dinghy Delta Ditch (contact Mark Sabin)

LWsailing.org

may be of interest; for further details from the hosting club see http://www.lwsailing.org

Aug 18 (Sat-Sun)

Richmond Sail & Overnight

(Jerry B)

generally intermediate depending on destination and weather; sail to Angel Island or
San Rafael depending on tides; for the more advanced closer to the Golden Gate
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You’re Invited to Cruiser Challenge XIX!
The 19th Annual Cruiser Challenge is fast approaching!
Reserve Monterey parking by June 30 and avoid the search on arrival.

Register online: challenge.Potter-Yachters.org
A BIG thanks to Com-Pac Yachts, Good Old Boat, and HydeSails Direct for
merchandise donation, and for Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club’s hospitality.

Note: Clipper Cove Sail Date Change!
Potter Yachter Clipper Cove Sail Changed from Sept. 8 to Sept. 15, 2018

Officer's Club
Commodore:
Eric Zilbert
ezilbert@cde.ca.gov
P-19, #629, Riptide

Vice Commodore:
Newsletter Editor:
Rob Sampson
Phil Marcelis
PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com
sail@marcelis.com
P-15, #367, Espero
P-19, #1487, Family Time

P-15 Fleet Captain:
David Bacon
dbacon2636@me.com
P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun

P-19 Fleet Captain:
Carl Sundholm
sundholm@att.net
P-19, Dagmar

Secretary/Treasurer:
Pat Brennan
pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net
ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis

Webmaster:
Phil Marcelis
sail@marcelis.com

Website & Facebook:
www.potter-yachters.org
fb.me/PotterYachters
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Upcoming: Cruiser Challenge XIX – July 27-29, 2018

Join Cruiser Challenge in Monterey!
Sail Host: Phil Marcelis (with help from Mike S. and others)

The Cruiser Challenge is a fun event at Monterey Bay, CA
put on by The Potter Yachters. Folks arrive, rig and get boats
into the water beginning Friday, July 27. Saturday, July 28 is
the laid-back regatta for cruising skippers which sprouted
from a friendly rivalry between boat brands. Folks not
wanting to race are warmly welcomed to come out and join
the fun, including dockside social time & dinner at Monterey
Peninsula YC on Saturday.

Yacht Club

If you haven’t done so already, register on-line now! You
need to register by June 30th to reserve parking in Monterey.
Get your slip assignment from the harbormaster upon arrival
and look for the dock party around 4pm. Some folks end up
at The London Bridge Pub for dinner on Friday.
For 2018, we’ll continue our simple race format with a “set
time” starting sequence, allowing those with motors to get to
the starting line at the correct time. The fastest sailors will still
prove themselves on the course, but everyone will have a better
chance to start with the pack.
In a repeat of previous years, intrepid sailors looking for a true
“cruise” experience can launch at Moss Landing on Friday, sail
a few hours down to Monterey in time to join folks Friday
night, enjoy Cruiser Challenge activities Saturday, and sail
back to Moss Landing on Sunday to get in some whale
watching and/or informal racing. Please note that this has not
traditionally been a part of Cruiser Challenge. As with other
Potter Yachter sails, you decide for yourself if it’s safe to go.
(There’s a fine write-up of a prior trip on Page 10 of PYN 2016-08.)

Cruiser Challenge XIX Schedule
Friday, July 27

Directions to Monterey Municipal Harbor/Marina
From north of Monterey:
Take 101 South to 156 West
Continue through Castroville onto Hwy 1 South
Take the Pacific Grove/Del Monte Ave. exit
Turn right at Fisherman’s Wharf/Figueroa St.
Then turn left towards the launch ramp.
From south of Monterey:
Follow directions above using Hwy 101 North, or
Take Hwy 1 North, exit Aguajito Rd. (exit 401A)
Turn left at the first signal light (Aguajito) then
Go under Hwy 1 and across Fremont St.
When the road ends in a ‘T’ (can’t go straight),
Turn left at the signal light (onto Del Monte Ave)
Turn right at Fisherman’s Wharf/Figueroa St.
Harbormaster: (831) 646-3950; night 594-7760
Municipal Marina layout maps are available in the
“Harbor & Marina” Department on www.monterey.org

5:30 Bar Opens at the Monterey Peninsula Yacht Club

Saturday, July 28
Before 8:00 am: Arrive and Launch
8:00-9:00 am: Event Registration at Yacht Club
9:00 am: Skipper’s meeting at Yacht Club
11:30: Start of the 1st race, followed by lunch on the water
1:00 pm: start of 2nd race & (if conditions permit) a 3rd race
4:00 pm: Bar opens at Yacht Club
The Awards Ceremony! at Yacht Club (5pm-ish)
Dinner following the awards ceremony.

Sunday, July 29

Happy hour at the Monterey Peninsula Yacht
Club (see map above) is open to the public on
Friday night starting around 5:30 PM. The
registration and skipper’s meeting will take place
Saturday morning at the yacht club, and that’s
the same place we’ll have dinner on Saturday
night, once the results have been tabulated and
awards have been handed out.
Regardless of who wins or who gets most lost,
you’ll still enjoy Fisherman’s Wharf and the
wonderful beauty that is Monterey Bay!

Whale watching or day sail, then retrieve and depart.
Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2018 PYN, page 3.
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Cruiser Challenge XIX
RACE RULES & PROCEDURES
I.

Avoid collisions.

II.

The basic USCG ColReg “Right of Way” rules apply. In order:
1. A boat being overtaken has the right of way
2. Sail has right of way over Power.
3. A boat on starboard tack has the right of way over a boat on a port tack.
4. The boat to the leeward has the right of way over the windward boat.
5. However, boats within two boat-lengths of a mark that have overlap must be given room to round
the mark, regardless of which tack they are on, or which boat is downwind.

III. Racing Divisions:.
1. Division A, large class: 20’ to 26’ LOA. (Division A & B start together.)
2. Division B, medium class: 15’1” to 19’11” LOA.
3. Division C, small class: 15’ LOA or less.
4. The Race Committee reserves the right to move boats into different divisions if suitability is in
question in order to “level the playing field”.
IV. Hard start times. Race start times will be confirmed at the skippers’ meeting with any changes announced
on the VHF once the fleet is on the. Starts will be in “pursuit” format with Division C (small class) starting
first, followed 10 (ten) minutes later by the combined A & B (large and medium class) start. We will try to
start:
1. First race: Division C (small class) starts at 11:30 am. Division A & B (large and medium class)
starts at 11:40.
2. Second race (winds and time permitting): Division C (small class) starts at 1:30 pm. Division A & B
(large and medium class) starts at 1:40 pm.
3. However: due to conditions once on the water, the start times for the first race may be delayed 30
(thirty) minutes until 12:00 noon. Listen on the radio for changes and for the five-minute warning
horn (five blasts) sounding before the start of the Division C (small class) race. If the first race at
11:30 am is delayed, expect the second race at 1:30 pm to be cancelled.
V.

Horn signals will be kept to a minimum to avoid confusion.
1. A five-minute warning horn with five blasts will sound before the first race at 11:25 am, and at 1:25
pm for the second race.
2. A single horn blast will sound announcing the race start for Division C (small class), and a single
horn blast will sound announcing the race start for Division A & B (large and medium class).
Remember, Division A & B will always start 10 (ten) minutes after the start of Division C.

VI. All horn signals will be backed up with an announcement over the VHF radio.
VII. Radio use is encouraged and will be used extensively by the Race Committee. The frequency will be
announced at the skippers’ meeting. If in doubt as to what is happening, sail or motor to the committee
boat and ask for clarification.
VIII. A skipper may use the boat’s motor up to one minute before the start time for his or her class. It is the
skipper’s responsibility to stay clear of boats under sail and to stop the motor one minute before start time.
The one-minute warning to stop engines will be announced over the VHF.
IX. The race course will be briefed at the skippers’ meeting. Expect an upwind leg to Mile Buoy (R’4’),
followed by a downwind leg to a marker by the cannery, then a short upwind leg to the start/finish line.
X.

Special Cruiser Challenge 19 racing rule: HAVE FUN.
Participation in Potter Yachter events is subject to the guidelines published in March 2018 PYN, page 3.
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Report: Perfect Conditions For An Incredible Sail In April

Yachters Landed in Moss Landing for Whale Watching
by Phil Marcelis

April 28, 2018 was another Moss Landing Sail & Overnight. I like this location so much that I usually try to show up on
Friday even though the sail is really on Saturday. Heck, I would show up on Wednesday if I could get it into my schedule.
But on this weekend, I couldn’t get away until Saturday morning, so Dan Phy and Mike Higgins were already there when I
arrived at 8 AM. Mike went out on Jean Alden, his custom 14-foot catboat, at around 9 AM, which was about an hour
earlier than the rest of us. Just as I was about to splash my P-19, Family Time, I saw Randy Anderson driving in with his
Holder 17. I wondered why there weren’t as many available parking spots as in the past, and then someone explained
that the Salmon fishermen were out in-force. It was a beautiful day and we wasted no time getting out there, too.
The usually bumpy entrance was a dream to
traverse, and there were plenty of kayaks
taking advantage of the mild conditions.
The entrance also happens to be the
endpoint where the underwater valley
funnels marine life, so this was a great place
to drift around. The whales were prolific
and surprised us by how close they came.

- So calm that even sit-on-top kayaks were out for the day - Imagine having a whale pop up right next to your kayak! -
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Photo: Mike Higgins

In fact, if you ask Dan Phy, they came just a little TOO close. He pretty nearly got up-ended by two whales in an
emergency dive, crossing his bow. They must not have known he was sailing there (obviously in stealth mode).

You often just get a photo of a whale’s tail
While sailing around, we bumped into Jerry Nolan who had unrolled his
inflatable and motored out to watch the whales and greet us.
By 2 PM, all the other Potter Yachters were off the water and I decided
it was probably time for me to head to the party, too. By the time I got
to the docks, some who had arrived on Friday were already derigging
and just about to depart. I met up with Dave Norris, who had decided
to make a slight detour from a trip which brought him close enough to
visit, and we sat at the docks with Dan Phy to chat a while. When it was
eventually time for him to shove off, Dan and I walked into the club.

Family Time having fun in the wind

Six with Dan at the helm, and the Holder 17 with Randy and crew
The members of Elkhorn Yacht Club are always very welcoming and
happy to talk with any Potter Yachters who strike up a conversation.
Linda Mae, who tends the bar, has a great memory and can apparently
anticipate what drink I’m going to want. When we were done there, we
dined at the seafood restaurant at the corner of the parking lot.

Mike nonchalantly rests on an elbow as
Jean Alden skims the water
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Jerry Nolan cranks up the engine on his
power boat to race ahead of Bud Kerner.

Moss Landing Sail - April 2018
Attendees (and some “Suspects”):







Randy Anderson – Holder 17
Mike Higgins – Jean Alden, Custom 14
Bud Kerner – Cats Meow, WWP-19
Phil Marcelis – Family Time, WWP-19
Jerry Nolan – Inflatable w/ outboard
Dan Phy – Six, M-16

Attending without their boat:
 Dave Norris
There have been some changes to the north
harbor recently. Most notably, construction in the
parking lot is apparently adding another building.

Dave Norris dropped in to visit with the fleet after maneuvers.

new building foundation can be seen here
About the Author
The situation with the guest
dock (see page 6 in PYN 2017_06)
has worsened and caused the
harbormaster to make a place
for boats to get through.
None of this matters much to
me. I just enjoy sailing this area
with the Potter Yachters!

Break in walkway to EYC’s guest dock makes it an island

Phil Marcelis says, “Moss
Landing is one of my
favorite sailing venues.”
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After Action Report: May 14-24, 2018, ATUS MA-XVI

The 16th Annual Escape and Messabout
by Phil Marcelis
I’m going to start out by paraphrasing Dick Herman’s comments about the Northwest Messabouts. He basically said…

Let’s be up front about this – it is not rational to drag a small boat almost 800 miles
to spend 8 days pottering around Puget Sound with the almost certain knowledge
that you will get rained upon at some point. But that’s just what we did. Again.
A majority of the MA-XVI suspects travelled up from the sunny SF Bay Area, with the exception of four skippers who live
relatively nearby or were already present in the Puget Sound area. At our most, I counted 13 boats and 17 intrepid sailors.
(Don Person, our venerated EGGNOG has insisted that Messabout folks use the word “intrepid” as often as possible.)
My trip started at 5:50 AM on Monday, May 14 but
others were already en-route. I came across John Chille
(driving up from Ventura) and saw ‘Goose’ Gossman
just ahead of him ambling down the highway, so we
met at a Burger King off the next exit. While they had
breakfast, I pulled out my planner and showed my map
of perfectly timed stops for cheap gas along the route.
They immediately declared they would follow me!
I dutifully complained about leading this rag-tag group
as we visited every roadside rest stop (ostensibly for the
dogs), although I secretly enjoyed the endeavor.

Invasive species boat inspection at border in Ashland, OR

MESSABOUT XVI
THE LOG
Monday to Wednesday, May 14-16. Suspects launch at Swantown Marina, Olympia, WA.
Thursday, May 17. Sail from Swantown Marina to Jarrell Cove State Park, Harstene Island.
Friday, May 18. Sail from Jarrell Cove to Longbranch Improvement Club Marina, Filucy Bay.
Saturday, May 19. Sail from Longbranch to Arabella’s Landing, Gig Harbor, WA
Sunday, May 20. Layover and daysail Gig Harbor.
Monday, May 21. Layover and daysail Gig Harbor.
Tuesday, May 22. Sail from Gig Harbor to Longbranch Improvement Club Marina, Filucy Bay.
Wednesday, May 23. Sail from Longbranch to Jarrell Cove State Park, Harstene Island.
Thursday, May 24. Sail from Jarrell Cove to Swantown Marina, Olympia, WA.
Most Suspects haul out and head home, while three skippers layover and continue sailing.
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Dan Phy was the first to arrive in Olympia. John got a call from him on Monday evening as we sat down to our dinner at
McMenamins Roseburg Station Pub & Brewery restaurant. I had reservations for a hotel but John and Goose were much
more freewheeling and spent Monday night camping at the Love’s Travel Stop among the truckers with noisy generators.
And then we were in Olympia, capital of Washington State

Photo: Rob Sampson

Next morning, I noticed my tires had scalloped
edges and discovered that the air pressure was only
about 15-20 psi instead of the 50 psi called for on
the sidewall. Luckily, Goose produced a hand
pump to ameliorate that problem and we were on
our way again. After a few more rest stops, we
pulled into Swantown Marina around 4:30 PM and
spent the rest of Tuesday launching, having
dinner, and collapsing in our respective bunks.

Wednesday was a leisurely day starting with
breakfast at Budd Bay Café, about 8-11 AM,
followed by some sightseeing around Olympia
and a purchase of macarons & cupcakes from
Mystical Cupcakes. A few took a ride on Banjo,
and then for some it was dinner at Budd Bay Café
again while others ate at Dan’s choice: The Oyster House.

Launch Ramp with guest dock shown at right
Everyone had arrived at Swantown by the time Dick called the
skipper’s meeting at 8:30 AM on Thursday morning, except two
skippers: Eric Zilbert & Dave Scobie, who met us later. Dick
started by announcing, “The motto of the day is: Be Flexible.”

Dick Herman leads the skipper’s meeting

MA-XVI - May 14-24, 2018
Attendees (aka “ATUS”):














Judy Blumhorst & Anton Berteaux – C-24, Tri C
John Chille – M-15, At Last
Jim Ferguson – P-15, Esmeralda
Jim ‘Goose’ & Gail Gossman – P-18, ReGale
Dick Herman – Banjo 20, Banjo
Dave & Francesca Kautz – O’Day-19, Trailer Trash
Tom Luque – P-19, Mast Gates
Phil Marcelis – P-19, Family Time
Dan Phy – M-16, Six
John Purdy – P-15, Perky
Rob Sampson – Ranger 21, Mud Hen
Dave Scobie – M-17, Sweet Pea
Eric Zilbert & Lisa Erskine – P-19, Riptide
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He then immediately launched into details of the Jarrell Cove State Park
option shown in the planner, which is really all it took for the cats to start
herding in that direction. Shrewd leader, this guy!
The sail/motor to Jarrell Cove was fine, although Judy had to take her
tall-masted trimaran the long way to avoid a bridge which was of
absolutely no concern to the rest of us, and I may have purposely run
aground on the rocks just to make everyone else look good. Upon
arrival, we consumed a great portion of the dock space and ditto for
snacks at the festivities thereupon.
For being the only Suspect to attempt (and survive!) all 16 Messabouts,
Post Captain Dan Phy received a special Certificate of Certification and
pin to commemorate the event. I even gave a speech written for the
occasion by Don ‘Council of Elder’ Person! It was great fun!

NOG induction ceremony at Longbranch Marina
(Note the important gesture brought to the forehead)

Photo: Rob Sampson

Photo: Rob Sampson

Longbranch was our next stop, where we picked up Riptide and Sweet Pea to round out our fleet. We took shelter from the
inevitable rain and the party commenced. Having noted there were first-time Messabout attendees among us, and all were
sufficiently boozed up, Admiral Herman yielded the floor and I incantated the recitation… er, recited the incantation!
Their geezerliness quotient was measured and we inducted Nautical Order of Geezers (in training) members Eric Zilbert,
Lisa Erskine, and Dave Scobie. You’re a NOGit now. Congratulations on being added to a group of sailors with proven
fortitude, questionable judgement, and undeniable geezerness.
We are known to those among us as All The Usual Suspects!
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From there we caught a ride on the speedy current of the
Tacoma Narrows on our way to Gig Harbor, where we
languished in the opulence of Arabella’s Landing for three
days and presented them our burgee. (While coming back
from a daysail, my phone went for a swim – 25-feet down in
the mud of Gig Harbor – where it continues to languish, but
at least I saved all my photos to my laptop that morning!!)

Two of the NW Potters, Esmeralda and Perky

We refueled and then retraced our steps to Longbranch,
Jarrell Cove State Park, and finally Olympia, where most of
us retrieved and made the long drive back to home waters.
Judy & Anton had to leave early, and Goose & Gail went to
Port Townsend to extend the fun.
A quick count revealed that the same number of boats
returned that started out in the first place. Admiral Herman
was pleased, “The count of boats just needs to match.”
Yes, there was rain and we got wet. There were mishaps
and misadventures mixed in with the adventures. We drove
a long way to sail with friends, surrounded by beauty.
But was it worth it? Should we do it again? You bet!

Banjo was appointed as gas delivery vessel

Upon successfully returning, ATUS take a group photo and chant “Cheated death again!”
(from left) (front) Lisa, John C, Rob, Goose. (standing) Phil, Tom, Dick, Eric, Dan, Jim, John P, Gail, Francesca, Dave.
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More Messabout XVI Photos by Phil Marcelis

Trailer Trash
sails north of Gig Harbor; Banjo tops
30 knots on a speed trial; Rob and
Winnie cruise in style through Balch
Passage on the way to Gig Harbor;
Riptide makes over 8 knots going
under the Tacoma Narrows Bridge;
Francesca, Dave, John P & Jim at Tides
Tavern in Gig Harbor; Tom Luque on
Mast Gates; Phil and Rob have drinks.
(Clockwise from upper left)
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More Messabout XVI Photos by Rob Sampson

Family Time; the view from
Mud Hen; guest dock at Arabella’s Landing; Judy and Anton
on the Corsair; Phil, Dave & Rob pose on the way home.

Francesca worked the shutter

(Clockwise from upper left) Phil on
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(Delta Sail continued from page 1)

As I continued along the levee, I saw a white Potter
15 sheltering up on one of the private docks, when I
stopped to ask if they needed help or a ride. It
turned out to be David Soule who was helping the
skipper hold down the boat and take down the sail.
He said they had things under control, so I
continued down the levee.

Purple-flowered thistles thriving
in the strong winds

I stopped to take a photo on the levee of some
beautiful purple-flowered thistles standing up to
the prevailing winds.

The Spindrift Restaurant is
a favorite Potter Yachter stop
Arriving at the marina, I saw the old Spindrift
Restaurant and Bar, which brings to mind
the many fantastic times the Potter Yachters
have enjoyed here in the past, and the
splendid hospitality the owners have
extended to us.

On the marina side, the wind was still
blowing hard and I saw several familiar
Potter Yachter boats moored up, with
most of their occupants nowhere to be
seen, likely holed up at the restaurant
and bar.
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The Potter Yachter
A view from the docks

The most familiar, of course,
was Jerry Barrilleaux’s West
Wight Potter 18, Sunshine, with
David and Sharon Soule’s
Nighthawk, moored nearby.

Mike Trueman was there, enjoying the shelter in his
Monty 15, Midget.

David Myers’ P15, Salty Dog, was moored nearby.

Rick Schneider’s Sage 15 and Craig Smith’s Monty 15
were tied down and secured against the wind.

The Potter Yachter
A beautiful, clear,
sunny day at Spindrift
on the Delta Loop

I found Larry Tkach and
Ralph Carlisle hanging
out in Peep Hen, and I
enjoyed a leisurely
conversation sheltered
from the wind.
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The Potter Yachter

A New Pilothouse Version?

Ralph Carlisle’s modified Potter 15, Wee Venture,
is a very straightforward lightweight modification
to the cabin which makes it look somewhat like a
little tugboat, and provides significant shelter
from the elements.

After an informative conversation with
Ralph regarding her construction and
function, I ambled over to the bar and
found Jerry Barrilleaux, David Myers, and
the others there. We decided to have a late
lunch/early dinner at the restaurant.

The Potter Yachter
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David Myers and I decided to go with the
famous Shrimp Louie in a Giant Conch Shell, and
were not disappointed.

Later, Bud Kerner arrived and
tied-up his Potter 19, Cats
Meow, and joined us.

Cats Meow

Delta Sail - May 2018
Attendees:









Jon Barber – Monty 17 #44
Jerry Barrilleaux – Sunshine, HMS-18
Ralph Carlisle - Wee Venture, Modified P-15
Bud Kerner – Cats Meow, WWP-19
David Myers – Salty Dog, WWP-15
Rick Schneider – Sage 15
Craig Smith – Monty 15
Dave & Sharon Soule – Nighthawk, Balboa 21
 Carl Sundholm – attended without boat
 Larry Tkach - Groovin’, Peep Hen
 Mike Trueman – Midget, Monty-15

I had to drive back to the South Bay, but I heard from
Sharon Soule that there was much better sailing to be had
on Sunday. However, being boat-less, I headed back late
Saturday afternoon, and had fun driving along South
Brannan Island Road and photographing the sights.
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There is a lot of old, apparently abandoned stuff on the Delta. I saw an old, apparently abandoned, leaning crane . . .

An old, apparently
abandoned, boat . . .
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And an old, apparently abandoned, Pirate Ship . . .

About the Author

The Delta is a wonderful and unique place.

Carl Sundholm has sailed
his P-19, Dagmar, on the
Delta with the Potter
Yachters many times.

Do you have a Potter Adventure to tell? Some great photos?
Email your story and pictures to : sail@marcelis.com
Potter Yachter Membership
Join the Potter Yachters – the club that has been around since 1978 and, with your participation, will
continue to withstand the test of time. We’re really a bunch of nice folks who would just love to have other
nice folks join us. Your dues help support club activities and publish the newsletter, so you can join us on
sails in person or vicariously through our stories. Annual dues are $25 per family.
Make checks payable to “Pat Brennan”, or use PayPal to pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net, or try this link:
http://www.paypal.me/WPatrickBrennan/25 and include “Potter Yachter Dues” in the notes.
Send your payment (with Pat Brennan
Or see us online at:
your name and address) to: 1305 Webster Street #C205
www.potter-yachters.org
Alameda CA, 94501
Organized in Northern California in 1978, the Potter Yachters is the longest running West Wight Potter club.
Membership is open to anyone interested in West Wight Potters and other trailerable microcruiser sailboats.

With a Grain of Salt
The Potter Yachter is a forum for exchange of ideas and
information among West Wight Potter (and other mini-yacht)
sailors. But we Potter Yachters are mostly a bunch of amateurs
finding our way by trial and error and luck.
You will probably find some very helpful tips or ideas in the Potter
Yachter that will enhance your sailing experience, but you may also
find some ill-advised suggestions or ideas that just don’t work for
your particular boat, your sailing environment, your level of sailing
experience, or your boat-working skills. So please understand that any
sailing tutorials, suggested boat modifications, recommended cruises,
etc., are the opinion of the author, based presumably on his or her
personal experience and judgment at the time the article or letter was
written.
If a Potter Yachter believes s/he has a good idea and submits it to the
newsletter for publication, we will usually pass it on to the rest of you in
the newsletter, but take it “with a grain of salt” and a large portion of
your own good judgment, and perhaps get a second opinion before
undertaking a modification or cruise or sailing technique you read about
in the Potter Yachter (or any other publication).
- The Editor

