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        aturday, August 25
th
 we had a 4-boat turnout for our Lake Hennessey sail: all P-14 or 

P-15ôs, spanning quite a long history of the West Wight Potter line.  It was a cool and overcast 

morning; something weôve never experienced on Hennessey before.  Many years the heat and sun 

are outright oppressive (and this is a ñno body contact with the waterò lake, as it is drinking water 

for the City of Napa).  We sailed in long sleeves all morning and 
 

 

Shipôs Stores for sale. Send orders to Pat Brennan:  
Show your colors!  Fly an official Club Burgee on your next sail! 
 Burgees $25.00 
 Bumper stickers $  2.50 (just shows the burgee; no text) 
 Patches $  2.50 (Both round and burgee shaped) 
 Info Packets $20.00 (Primarily P-15 information) 
Or head over to our CafePress website and buy a Cap, Stein, or 
T-Shirt with the club logo on it.  
          Visit: http://www.cafepress.com/potteryachters 

 

Report from Lake Hennessey    

            By Rich McDevitt, with 

                       photos by Carl Sundholm 

(See Hennessey continued on page 11) 
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By Eric Zilbert 
 
  

Ahoy fellow sailors. We have another great issue of the Potter Yachter newsletter here 
for you.  It has been a busy month of sailing and I hope everyone has had an opportunity 
to get out and enjoy the last gusty days of summer. The four days I spent sailing on the bay 
as part of the Bay Area Messabout had everything: calm flat water, horrendous chop, light 
airs, walloping near gales, sultry heat, foggy cold, and everything in between. I must admit 
that after 20 years of sailing my Potter on the bay, I still enjoy it tremendously and that I 
am still learning about the bay, my boat, and my capacity as a sailor. 

  

Over the years my exploits on the bay have originated from Richmond or Oakland, and have involved overnights in 
the same locations. I have stayed overnight once at Angel Island on a mooring (it rained and there were 4 of us on 
ōƻŀǊŘΧύΣ ƻƴŎŜ ƛƴ !ǉǳŀǘƛŎ tŀǊƪ όǾŜǊȅ ōƻǳƴŎȅ ƴƛƎƘǘύΣ ƻƴŎŜ ŀǘ tƛŜǊ оф όƴŜȄǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇǳƳǇ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǎƳŜƭƭȅύΣ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ƻǊ 
three nights at Fort Baker (very minimalist facility). On this trip, thanks to the research conducted by our own Editor-in-
Chief, Phil Marcelis, I learned about two excellent places to stay on the bay that I wish I had known about all these many 
years. The first was Clipper Yacht Harbor in Sausalito. This marina has a fuel dock, which I was unaware of, and has slips 
for transients. It was a bit costly ($40 a night), but very pleasant and I note that they take reservations. I can personally 
vouch for the excellence of the clams at Fish, a restaurant just a short walk across the marina. I had an end-tie with 
incredible views of Sausalito, Belvedere and Tiburon. There was also quite a bit of wildlife including many birds (gulls, 
cormorants, night herons, and pelicans) and seals hanging out on the logs forming the breakwater. Leaving the next day, 
I was met by some small porpoises on my way to the Golden Gate Bridge. 

  

The second location I learned about was the San Francisco Yacht Harbor. This facility was very nice, and I was told by 
the staff that they usually have open berths during the week and on many weekends. Also $40 a night, they accept 
reservations and seem friendly to transients. The Marina is a short 5 blocks to the heart of the Marina district, replete 
with multiple coffee shops, restaurants, and all 
the hairdressers, barber shops, and salons that a 
sailor might require. 

  

I am adding both of these marinas to my list 
of places to cruise to, and hope to make similar 
trips again, leaving from Richmond, and staying 
at one or both of these marinas as part of a two 
or three night mini-ŎǊǳƛǎŜΦ ²Ƙƻ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
nowhere to cruise to on the bay! Thanks, Phil, 
for a great trip, I only wish I could have done the 
whole thing. 

 

See you on the water. - Z  
 

 

 

  

     The Commodoreõs Corner 

Oct  13 (Sat-Sun) Moss Landing to Monterey Sail & Overnight (Bud K) 
intermediate to advanced; overnight at docks; open water sail not for beginners 

Oct  27 (Sat-Sun) Delta Bridges Sail & Overnight (Bud K) 
generally easy; motoring (bring fuel); intermediate when windy; overnight at docks 

Jan  20 (Sun) Annual Meeting at Oakland Yacht Club (Eric Z) 
Brunch @ 9am, then meet in Regatta Room; those who wish to bring their boat may 
call OYC to arrange for overnight stay at their dock; estuary sailing is generally easy 

 

     Club Events on the Horizon      Check Calendar 

https://www.331fish.com/
http://www.potter-yachters.org/eventcalendar
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Request for Sailing Venues 
 

Weôd like your input for the official 

Potter Yachter Sailing Event Schedule 

of the 2019 sailing season. 

If you have a favorite place for 

launching that youôd like to share, 

send your suggestion to 

clubevents@potter-yachters.org 

 

CALL FOR PHOTOS: SEND US PICTURES FOR THE 2019 CALENDAR    
 

 

The Calendar Committee is 

putting together the Potter 

Yachter Calendar.  Your photo 

can be prominently displayed 

for an entire month for othersô 

enjoyment.  So, if you have 

West Wight Potter photos that 

you feel would be great for the 

calendar, please email them to 

calendar@potter-yachters.org 

as soon as possible, since the 

creative process is beginning 

soon. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Commodore: Vice Commodore: Newsletter Editor: 

  Eric Zilbert  Rob Sampson  Phil Marcelis 

  ezilbert@cde.ca.gov  PY.Commodore.Rob@gmail.com  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-19, #629, Riptide  P-15, #367, Espero  P-19, #1487, Family Time 

 P-15 Fleet Captain: P-19 Fleet Captain: Webmaster: 

  David Bacon  Carl Sundholm  Phil Marcelis 

  dbacon2636@me.com  sundholm@att.net  sail@marcelis.com 

  P-15, #2636, Ah Tiller the Fun  P-19, Dagmar   

 

 Secretary/Treasurer:   Website & Facebook: 

  Pat  Brennan   www.potter-yachters.org 

  pat-brennan@sbcglobal.net   fb.me/PotterYachters 

  ComPac Legacy, #1, Latis 

     Officer's Club 

mailto:clubevents@potter-yachters.org?subject=Sailing%20Venue%20Suggestion
mailto:calendar@potter-yachters.org?subject=Calendar%20Photo%20Submission
http://www.potter-yachters.org/
http://fb.me/PotterYachters
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Steve Hartman & Stefan Jaquet 
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Eric Zilbert 

P
h

o
to

: 
D

o
n
 P

e
rs

o
n 

Mike Kennedy 

Report: Real Cruisers Rise to the Challenge 

The Cruise to CC-XIX  
    by Jim óGooseô Gossman 
 

The Moss Landing contingent all did well, and it was just what I needed 

to keep the CC interesting. We had six boats making the trip on July 

27
th
: Bud Kerner (P19), Eric Zilbert (P19), Jon Barber (M17), Mike 

Kennedy (P14), Steve Hartman (Marshal Sanderling), and the author 

in ReGale (Mod-P18).  Everyone but the P14 launched Thursday and 

tucked into various spaces at the Elkhorn YC, since storm damage 

limited access to their regular guest docks.  After a drink at the bar, we bedded down for the night. 
 

Friday's forecast was for Small Craft Warnings,  so there was a bit 

of trepidation as we reefed in preparation for embarking on our 

15-mile passage of Monterey Bay.  At 10am we untied and left 

our safe port for a taste of adventure.  We exited the jetty without any drama, as the forecast 4-6' swell was not 

up, and the bar was not breaking.  The morning breeze was only 5-8k, and  fairly consistent, so most of us shook 

out our reefs.  We were going upwind against the prevailing 1-1.5 knot current, so our VMG was only a couple of 

knots.  As these  are not ReGale's favored conditions (and not wanting to miss the launch-ramp festivities in 

Monterey), I  motorsailed to keep up with the other boats. I kept my eye on the P14 for a while, but he kept falling 

back. He seemed okay, but I would have liked for him to use his engine to stay connected.   

After a short while we began to 

see some whale action, though 

none too close to cause any 

sphincterification.  Last year, 

Eric's keel trunk was damaged 

by a behemoth who mistook his 

keel for a back-scratcher (or 

girlfriend?), so I was happy not 

to smell any whale breath. About 

2/3rds of the way, the breeze 

built close to 10 knots and 

veered onto a close-reach, so all 
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Jon Barber 

was good.  Approaching  Monterey Harbor about 3pm, Bud called me saying he was having motor issues, so I 

towed him in.  Damned ethanol!!  After snaking through the YC kids racing Optimist dinghies, he finally got tied 

up.  Over at the launch ramp, my friend Randy Anderson's new-to-him Holder 17 was also having motor trouble.  

Dan Ricker and a few other PYer's kindly offered assistance before motor-master Guy Light was able to solve the 

riddle.   Damned ethanol!!  These 

were both late model,  recently 

serviced and run motors, so it really 

shows the  extent of the ethanol 

debacle... and the value of sticking 

together.   

On Saturday, both races sorted out 

smoothly, with steady winds under 

10 knots, and many mini match-

races underway. There were a few 

holes in the wind, but there were no 

big shifts or gusts to add drama.   

The fog bank stayed offshore, and 

visibility was good, so finding the 

marks was no problem.  It was great to see both ultra-senior Potterers, Don Person and Harry Gordon, on the 

starting line this year.  My heroes!! 

I sailed on Randy Anderson's 

Holder 17.  In both races we had a 

battle-royale with Bruce McDevitt's 

P19 Senior Center.  It's funny how 

you just seem to connect with 

another boat and it's game on.  It 

was a great experience for Randy, 

who's an expert windsurfer racer, 

but newbie sailor.   We split driving,  

negotiated strategies, and even 

remained friends after my incessant 

comments not to pinch!  (Don't 

pinch!)  Racing down the Monterey 

waterfront with a chorus of cheering 

seals was wonderful.   Even the kelp 

was cooperative, although I was a 

bit worried about what happened to 

it.  The trip back to Moss Landing 

Sunday morning was superb.  While 

Eric Z and Mike pulled out in Monterey, David White and Dick Herman accompanied the four remaining 

ñMossersò for the first hour north.  With a steady 8 knot breeze and favorable current, we easily moved at 4+ 

knots.  ReGale was much happier in these conditions, and able to keep up with the others without cheating.  

Eric Zilbert racing Randy & Goose 
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Eric Zilbert             Jon Barber                Steve Hartman      Goose Gossman          Mike Kennedy              Bud Kerner 

Photo: Carl Sundholm 

Cruise to CC-XIX medal 

After a couple of hours, whale spouts started 

appearing close to shore, with the ever-present 

whale-watching boats in hot pursuit.   I was a 

bit further outside when I started to see whales 

all over the place... and then I got a whiff ï and 

suddenly all hell broke loose as I was encircled 

by a group of whales who charged to the 

surface in a feeding frenzy.   In an instant,  the 

water was boiling, fins were flying, seals were 

jumping, and birds diving.  Just as fast, it was over (I barely got some video).  I looked back at Bud, and the same 

thing was happening right in front of him.  You could see the baleen system in their huge mouths, and pectoral 

fins and tails slapping the surface.  Wow!!!   

After the ñshowò,  the wind picked up a bit more, and when I hit 7.5mph in a puff I wondered if it was going to 

get sporting.  Since the whale experience, I wasn't anxious to be hiking out.  Luckily, it settled down, and I 

proceeded without having to sail overpowered or having to reef.  

At the entrance to Moss Landing, I waited for Bud, to see if his motor 

would start.  It did, but he wisely left his jib up in case it stalled.  It did!  

It restarted, but approaching the dock, it stopped again, so we side-tied 

and played bumper boats until finally docked.  No harm done.  Damned 

ethanol!!  

Jon (Monty 17) and Steven (Marshal Sanderling) pulled out and headed 

home, while Bud and I headed over to the yacht club for their special 

Sunday night burger and beer bash.  We both planned on a Monday 

morning departure, so this was just perfect.  All said and done, a great time was had by all.  We just had a little 

more fun than most.   Regards, Goose/  
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Report: Tomales Bay Sail 

A Raft-Up with a side of Oysters 
  by Phil Marcelis  

Rob and I started up to Tomales Bay early on Friday, Sept. 28
th
 ï heôs still recovering so I helped him get Mud Hen hitched 

up to his truck.  First we stopped at a store for firewood, then at Bear Valley Visitor Center to get a fire permit (and also a 

one-night, Group-B camping permit) and finally at Tomales Bay Oyster Company for the obligatory bag of oysters to share 

with the group.  By the time we had leisurely accomplished these goals ï and rigged & launched ï it was well past 

lunchtime, so with sufficient wind, I sailed directly to Potter Beach (you may call it Tomales Beach) where I unloaded the 

firewood, the cooler of ice & oysters, the camp chairs, the camp table, the box of food & supplies, and my banjoé only to 

look up and see Kevin Crowder heading my way on the beach. Aurora and Blue Moon had arrived earlier, and he had just 

dinghied over to say, ñYou know, since the other three boats canôt beach, and it seems like weôre not getting any other 

boats today, we thought weôd all just raft up for the night and use the BBQ on the rail to cook up the oysters. What do you 

think?ò   I thought it sounded just fine.  But it would have sounded finer before I had unloaded everythingé which I then 

proceeded to load back on the boat for the night.  No way Iôm leaving my banjo on the beach unattended! 

(ñSomeone may dump another banjo there! Hah!ò) 
 

Once I rafted up alongside Aurora (which was herself in turn rafted up to Blue Moon 

and Mud Hen), it was time to try out the oysters. And they didnôt disappoint; we had 

them BBQôd as well as shucked raw out of the shells, with and without various 

sauces and ñmagicò oyster oil.  That kicked off ñHappy Hourò and everyone started 

bringing out their snacks and favorite beverages. Jim Hunt even brought out his 

BBQ ribs to round out a tasty meal.  And it was about that time that George and 

Rebecca Corrigan joined the raft-up with their boat, Upbeat, for what we thought 

would be the final count of boats for the night.  Meanwhile, off in the distanceé 

Rob, Alan, Kevin, Jim, Phil, and Rebecca enjoy snack time Once rafted up, Kevin, Jim, and Rob relax P
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