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‘Commodore BarbaraSimpson (415) 254-2621  SecretarylEdior John Ockes (445) 656-2984
Historian Frank Winans (916) 424-4295
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November 5 Alameda - Bay Side
December 3 Del Valle Reservoir & Concannon Winery

From the Bridge

In the July newsletter I wrote about the El Nino phenomenon. As a member of the Cousteau
Society, I recently received news of more damage being done by this warm water current,

Vast sections of coral reef in the Pacific Ocean and parts of the Atlantic are now bleach
out lifeless structures. Loss of the coral reefs endzngers all sea life, Not only do reefs
provide feeding grounds for many marine creatures, but the structures themselves host many
different forms of life, from the moray eels and lobsters that inhabit the reefs' caverns to
the algae living in the corals. :

The corals are invertebrate animals called polyps that secrete limestone around themselve
to build colonies and vast reefs--at the rate of three feet per thousand years.

An algae called zooxanthellae throurh photosynthesis take carbon dioxide, nitrogen and
phosphorus expelled from the animals and return needed oxygen, carbohydrates, and amino acids.,
In a sense, the animal provides the plant with fertilizer and the plant provides the animal
with food, The alrpae are also responsible for the brillient colors the corals display. But
if the algae are stressed by pollution or climate they flee the corals, taking with them the
polyps main source of nutrition., Once that occurs the coral polyps die, leaving only bleached
white limestone, structures that soon begin to disintegrate., The algae have clearly fled the
growing coral deserts in atolls and reefs in the oceans of both hemispheres.

On the reefs off the west coast of Panama alone, 90-98% of the hard eorals are dead, The
sea urchins are already at work eating the remains., At this rate, it will take hundreds of
years for the reefs to recover,

The weird weather that ruined our last sail at New Hogan was yet another part of this
phenomenon that affects our sailing, our weather, and the water we love,

Barbara J. Simpson

Missing Persons

A few of our members have moved without a forwarding address and your editor would like
to keep in touch with them, If anyone knows where they have pone, please let me know,

Arlen & Arlene Abbott Cecil # Susan Seay Robert Doerr Homer Jones
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Welcome

MEMBERSHIP.

Welcome Aboard: New Members

Ramney W. Thayer, Deckhands: Janice, John
Uily Kim Court, Apt #1, Campbell, CA 95008
Telephone: (LOB) 37,-1288

Boat's name: "Water Bug", Sail number 766

John & Agnes Quill, Deckhand: John "J.P."
15058 Milford Street, San Leandro, CA 94579
Telephone: (415) LB83-5655

Boat's name: '"Pitter Potter", Sail number 222

Jim & Loubelle Wissler
500 Gower Street, Los Angeles, CA 90004
Telephone: (213) 1,65~2019

Boat's name: "Tadpole" (formerly "L Sail'"), Sail Number 1135
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Give us your ideas for stories

LETTERS

CJARE YOU KIDDING

John Colley asked in Volume 74 if the big step to living aboard
cuts into sailing time because, “it's too much bother to secure a
liveaboard for sea”. Definitely not. In fact, just the opposite is true
from our experience. Joyce stows the coffee pot, bake/broil oven
and TV, and wedges the geranium plant between the faucet and
bulkhead in the head. Meanwhile I unhook the water, electric and
telephone umbilicals and we're ready to go in ten minutes — fifteen
at most.

Compare this with running around the house — like we used to —
collecting clothing, food, booze, etc., and then transporting them to
the car, driving to the marina, unloading the car and stowing them
onboard. Are you kidding, John?

P.S. Living aboard is not “a big step”. We enjoy it as much as
reading Latitude 38 every month.

Bill Wight
Aboard Forever
Ballena Isle Marina
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My daughter talls ;;ou’re h
tora career in shipping.”’

.

oping

L]
“Captain, there’s a personal mes-
sage to you from the admiral,” re-
ported the communications officer.

“Well, read it to me.”

The officer read: “Of all the
blundering, stupid, dimwitted idi-
ots, you take the cake.”

“Have that decoded at once!”
demanded the captain.
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